
Members of the Valley County Conservation District
attended the MACD Area 1 meeting hosted by the
Roosevelt County Conservation District.  The meeting
was held at the Culbertson Saddle Club.  

Attendees heard from area partners including NRCS,
DNRC, Central & Eastern Montana Invasive Species
Team, Montana Salinity Control. --- gave a
presentation on wells . Dean Rogge, Garfield County
Supervisor and MACD Chairman, was reelected as an
area 1 representative. 

Ron Stoneberg, Valley County Area 3 Supervisor
received a longevity pin in recgonitation of 10-years of
service to the Valley County Conservation District. John
Bach serves as the Fort Peck Urban Supervisor and he
received a longevity pin for five-years of service to the
VCCD. Supervisor Bach also serves as the VCCD
Treasurer. Congratulations & Thank You!

Montana Association of Conservation District 
ARea 1 Meeting 

TREE ORDERS NOW OPEN
It is time be thinking about spring planting.  Orders can be

placed from now until spring but it’s never to earlier to
place your order to ensure that the trees you want are in

stock it.  
Availability is updated weekly and can be emailed to you
by contacting the office.  If you have questions about the
process or the trees that are available contact the office

at any time. 406.228-4321 ext. 101 or email us at
vccdmt20@gmail.com

JODY MASON, AREA 1                       TYLER THIEVIN, AREA 4
JEFF PATTISON, AREA 2                    GENE GRANADA, AREA 5 

RON STONEBERG, AREA 3       JOHN BACH, FORT PECK URBAN SUPERVISOR
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR, HAYLEY YOUNG
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What is the Local Working Group?
t is a locally led process that provides the USDA
and Local Conservation District with relevant
conservation needs, resource concerns, priorities
and recommendations regarding programs that
can be used as tools to address these needs.

The local working group survey can be found on
our webpage, www.valleycountycd.org and can be
filled out  and sent in to our office.
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LOCAL WORKING GROUP

Or Use this
QR Code 

The Valley County Conservation District received
funding from the DNRC through the pollinator grant

program to start a pollinator plot. While trying to
decide on location of the plot the Town of Fort Peck

offered to allow the plot to be placed on town
property adjacent to the Veteran’s Memorial. 

Currently, the plot is two 4’x20’ side by side plots, it’s
our hope to combine the two in the spring of 2025 to

make one large plot. This expansion will allow for
more habitat to be planted. The habitat that was

planted includes sainfoin, sunflower, clover, blanket
flower, coneflowers, yarrow, bee balm, along with a
few others. First Creek Seeds chose the plants based

on native pollinator plants. 
The plot was planted the first week in June, as

weather allowed. We had a very cool, wet spring that
quickly turned warm making for a strange growing
year. We saw some growth in many of the plants;
most did not grow enough to bloom, and several
didn’t germinate. Of course, the hope was to see

more activity this first year.
We will reseed in the spring and will hopefully have a

more stable growing year which will allow us to
monitor and observe more plant growth and

ultimately a healthy population of pollinator use. 
It’s also our hope to use the plot for educational

opportunities. Students from around Valley County
will be invited to the plot to view and observe the

work being done. We plan to increase the educational
portion to visitors of all ages so signage will be

added. The signs will include information about
native pollinators.

Our first year may not have gone as well as we had
expected, our expectations exceed reality. But that
leaves room for improvement and were excited to

see how the plot does over the coming years. 

FORT PECK POLLINATOR PLOT

Fort Peck Pollinator Plot



Nothing says fall like a warm bowl of soup

Cheeseburger Soup
from Taste Of Home 

PREP TIME            Cook Time                Serves
        30 minutes           25 minutes                  8            

       1/2 pound ground beef                                       3/4 c. diced celery
       4 TBS butter, divided                                            1 tsp. dried basil
       3/4 c. chopped onion                                           1 tsp. dried parsley flakes 
       3/4 c. shredded carrots                                       1-3/4 lb. (about 4 cups) cubed peeled potatoes
       3 c. chicken broth                                                   1/4 c. all-purpose flour
       8 to 16 oz. velveeta, cubed                                 1-1/2 c. whole milk
       Salt and Pepper                                                      1/4 sour cream 

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In a large saucepan over medium heat, cook and crumble beef until no longer pink, 6-8

minutes; drain and remove from pan. In same saucepan, melt 1 tablespoon butter over medium
heat. Saute onion, carrots, celery, basil and parsley until vegetables are tender, about 10

minutes. Add potatoes, broth and ground beef; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered,
until potatoes are tender, 10-12 minutes.

2. Meanwhile, in a small skillet, melt remaining 3 tablespoons butter. Add flour; cook and stir
until bubbly, 3-5 minutes. Add to soup; bring to a boil. Cook and stir 2 minutes. Reduce heat to
low. Stir in cheese, milk, salt and pepper; cook until cheese melts. Remove from heat; blend in

sour cream. If desired, serve with onion rings and green onions

Have a recipes you’d like us to feature? Email it to us at vccdmt20@gmail.com

Conservation Cooks

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW.VALLEYCOUNTYCD.ORG

SIGN UP FOR OUR
NEWSLETTER, FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK 
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MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 
SECOND WEDNESDAY OF THE

MONTH. NEXT MEETING
NOVEMBER 13, 2024

1:00 PM
USDA OFFICE CONFERENCE

ROOM
MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE

PUBLIC 
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Eastern Heath Snails in our “backyard”

The Eastern Heath Snail (EHS) is a non-native/invasive terrestrial snail in the Geomitridae family
with the scientific name Xerolenta obvia (Menke). It is a little smaller than a dime (16mm-19mm)
in diameter and is white, often with spiral brown bands. Unlike native snails, EHS are known for
their massing behavior when snails climb vegetation, fence posts, or other upright objects to
escape high ground temperatures and gather in large numbers. The EHS was known in only a
few locations in North America including Ontario Canada, Detroit MI, and Belt MT. The Montana
EHS population has now spread from its initial detection location in Belt, MT to other areas in
Chouteau, Cascade, Judith Basin, and Fergus Counties.
Though the EHS’s natural spread is slow, the snail has expanded its affected area more quickly
due to artificial movement (e.g. contaminated equipment and/or material). In Europe, EHS is a
known pest of alfalfa, clover, lupine, sainfoin, serradella (a legume), wheat, and barley; lowering
crop quality. Related snails have contaminated grains, which can cause products to be
downgraded (e.g. malting barley to feed barley) or become unacceptable to grain handling
authorities. The EHS can also transmit plant disease spores of Alternaria sp., Fusarium sp., and
Phytophthora sp. and be a vector for various animal diseases such as Sheep Lungworm.

Recommended best management practices for the Eastern Heath Snail can be broken
down into 4 categories.
1. Site Sanitation: The removal of trash, litter, debris, or other forms of waste that provide snails
with daytime hiding places or harborage. Removed materials, if free of snails, should be placed
in regular waste bags and sealed prior to normal proper disposal. Materials with snails should
not be transported.
2. Artificial Movement Prevention and Inspection: Thoroughly inspect materials and equipment
that will leave an infested site. Materials and equipment should not be staged in know
infestation areas or where vegetation is present. If snails are observed they should be removed
and crushed.
3. Site Management and Modification: Examples of site modification include raking, rough
grading with a bulldozer or resurfacing with crushed stone or gravel, asphalt millings, pavement,
or concrete to retard vegetation regrowth. Vegetation should be mowed to a maximum height of
5 inches. Green waste such as small trees, brush and other vegetation should be inspected on
site prior to removal. Inspect all equipment before it leaves an infested site to prevent artificial
movement.
4. Treatment: To reduce and manage snail numbers, apply molluscicides that are approved
in Montana to the infested areas. Use granular molluscicide baits having metaldehyde as the
active ingredient. There are a variety of brand name molluscicides with this ingredient which
have appropriate labeling for the sites to be treated.

The Eastern Heath Snails impacts in Montana are still evolving. The Montana Department of
Agriculture, Montana State University, and USDA APHIS PPQ are currently studying the impacts
and what management tools are available and effective on this invasive terrestrial snail.
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Meet Melissa Kalicin
 Job Title: Supervisory District Conservationist

 
What does that mean?

I oversee the NRCS field stations in Valley
County (Glasgow) and Philips County (Malta) as
well as promote collaboration and engagement

with the partners, conservation groups, and
the community. Our goal is to work with the
people of the these counties and communities
to help them conserve our natural resources

which are a vital to preserving and
maintaining healthy ecosystems on our

Montanan lands.
 

Where are you from?
Originally, I grew up in Northern New York
State and have spent the last two decades

living along the New England Coast.
 

 

Body

What do you think of Eastern Montana so far?
It’s different and quite the learning experience… I appreciate and am grateful
for being surrounded by big quintessential and uniquely Montanan topography

and having this wonderful opportunity to submerge myself in midwestern
culture and this agriculturally rich part of the world. 

 
Hobbies?

Sailing, foil sailing, biking, hiking, skiing, environmental awareness and
advocacy

 
How long have you been in your new position? 4 months

 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself? I lived on my boat along the New England

Coast for over 18 years. I love an adventure!
 

S H O W  U S  Y O U R  B E S T

V A L L E Y  C O U N T Y

P H O T O S .  T H E Y

M A Y B E  U S E D  I N  O U R

N E W S L E T T E R  O R  O N

O U R  W E B S I T E .

E M A I L  T H E M  T O  U S

O R  P O S T  T O  O U R

F A C E B O O K  P A G E


