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This year the Central & Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team (CEMIST) is 
conducting an all taxa invasive species education & outreach program. The 
program focuses on raising awareness amongst the community, recreators, 
and industry leaders about the threats and impacts of various invasive spe-
cies to Montana’s economy and natural resources. Aquatic invasive species, 
noxious weeds, invasive plants, forest pests, and feral swine all threaten 
Montana’s economy and natural resources. By incorporating the various 
invasive species prevention campaigns adopted by the state, we are able to 
get stakeholders, community members, and outdoor recreators to actively 
participate in the prevention of invasive species to new areas of the state. 
People and their activities are the primary vectors of spread when it comes 
to invasive species and the more that we can raise the awareness level of 
these threats, the better protected our natural resources are going to be.

By attending various educational events with local school groups, CEMIST is 
looking to get the next generation involved with the conservation and pres-
ervation of Montana’s amazing resources. Leaders in the agriculture and 
outdoor recreation industries have been engaged by conducting industry 
outreach site visits in order to educate them on the various invasive species 
threats, impacts, and prevention practices.  The purpose of these industry 

Top: CEMIST at the Riverfront Park in Billings, 
Montana.

Bottom: By attending various educational 
events with local school groups, CEMIST is 
looking to get the next generation involved 
with conservation of Montana’s resources.

Education and Outreach with Central & Eastern 
Montana Invasive Species Team (CEMIST)
Colin Threlkeld 
Big Sky Watershed Corps Member 
CEMIST Education & Outreach Specialist
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Right: CEMIST at the Eagles Nest Lodge in 
Hardin, Montana

Left: CEMIST at the the State Fair.

Below: CEMIST members with a school 
group at the the Billings Riverfront Park. 

outreach site visits is to raise the awareness level of invasive species preven-
tion practices amongst communities that are most likely to spread invasive 
species. CEMIST is also attending local community events such as the Craig 
Caddis Festival, State Fair, and the Stock Growers Association Convention 
to bolster invasive species outreach efforts throughout the state. CEMIST 
outreach efforts were also featured on the Great Falls Tourism podcast 
‘We’re No Dam Experts’ in Episode 37: That’s What Tree Said.

CEMIST members recently received training in aquatic invasive species early 
detection and monitoring training from FWP. The group will be participating 
in aquatic invasive species surveying and monitoring efforts in 5 regions in 
Montana with major watersheds that significantly contribute to Montana’s 
economy each year. This is important because aquatic invasive species can 
have huge effects on the state’s two primary industries: 1) agriculture and 
2) outdoor recreation. For example, the estimated cost of the introduction 
of invasive mussels to Montana would be $234 million annually (DNRC). 
Whereas, the state currently only spends $6.5 million annually on preven-
tion efforts which is only approximately 3% of the cost of introduction of 
these invasive mussels (DNRC).

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cDovL3dlcmVub2RhbWV4cGVydHMubGlic3luLmNvbS9yc3M/episode/YTRhMzMwZDMtZmEwZi00MTcyLTkxMTAtMjhiYjI0ZWI5MDZh?hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwjjrJGkrdzyAhU6EDQIHdRTD9kQjrkEegQIBxAI&ep=6
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PROTECT MONTANA’S LAND & WATER

Feral swine can impact our 
water,  sh, birds, crops, 
livestock, and the
environment. If you think
you see a feral swine,
call 406-444-2976.
squealonpigsmt.com

Find homes for unwanted 
pets and properly dispose of 
aquarium plants and water, 
never dump into waterways. 
Unused bait goes in the trash.
dontletitloose.com

Always wash and dry your 
boots, bikes, and off-road 
vehicles between uses. 
playcleango.org

Boats can spread harmful 
aquatic plants, animals and 
diseases.  Clean, drain, and dry 
your watercraft and gear after 
every outing.
cleandraindrymt.comBuy it where you burn it or

gather it on-site. Firewood
can harbor insects and
diseases, and Montana
depends on healthy forests.
dontmovefirewood.org

PEOPLE and their activities MOVE INVASIVE SPECIES from one place to another
which can HARM our lands, waters, and native species.  Take these simple actions to help.

Learn more about what we can all do to PROTECT the places we love.

Clean your gear before and after 
recreating. Remove weed seeds and 
burs stuck to your shoes, clothing, 
and pets and dispose in trash. 
Wash mud from the wheel wells 
and undercarriage of your vehicle. 
weedawareness.org

INVASIVESPECIES.MT.GOV
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Steph joined Montana’s Department of Natural Resources and Conserva-
tion in March 2014 first as a grant and program manager for the Resource 
Development Bureau. She then became DNRC’s first invasive species 
program manager and has been the coordinator for the Montana Invasive 
Species Council (MISC) since it was established in 2014 and administers the 
state’s Aquatic Invasive Species Grant Program. In 2016, Steph served on 
the Mussel Incident Command Response Team when invasive mussels were 
detected in the state. In late 2019, she was appointed by Governor Bullock 
to serve on the Western Invasive Species Council to represent the state of 
Montana, where she served as Vice President in 2020.

Steph earned a BA in Environmental Studies from the Evergreen State 
College and a MBA from the University of Montana. She is a certified PMP 
(project management professional). 

Prior to joining DNRC, Steph worked for the National Parks & Conservation 
Association (NPCA). Her first position with NPCA was as a program coordi-
nator for the Northern Rockies regional office where she was charged with 
reinvigorating NPCA’s advocacy presence with the 13 national monuments, 
battlefields, and historic sites in the region. In March 2009, she joined NP-
CA’s Center for Park Management to apply her advocacy experience and 
education to park management issues. 

Prior to NPCA, Steph worked for 10 years in the publishing industry as a 
marketing manager and acquisitions editor specializing in books on out-
door recreation, nature, and regional history. She maintains those interests 
as a freelance project manager, editor, and published author. She has also 
worked for the Washington and Montana State legislatures and Atmosphere 
Alliance.

Welcome Stephanie Criswell, New Conservation 
District Bureau Program Manager
Stephanie Criswell 
Conservation District Bureau Program Manager
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Resources For Landowners

DROUGHT HUB

Montana Stockgrowers Association

View Resource

Low-Interest Physical Loss Loans 
for Producers Affected by Natural 
Disasters

Application Deadline: April 11, 2022 
USDA

View Resource

USDA Announces Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters 
and Haulers

Application Deadline: Oct. 15, 2021 
USDA and FSA

View Resource

USDA Accepting Applications 
to Help Cover Costs for Organic 
Certification

USDA

View Resource

USDA Updates Pandemic 
Assistance for Livestock, Poultry 
Contract Producers and Specialty 
Crop Growers

CFAP 2 Deadline: October 12 
USDA

View Resource

Hay Hotline 
Producers can list hay for sale or donation 
using Montana Hay Hotline

danielle.jones@mt.gov   |   (406) 444-2402

Montana Dept of Agriculture

View Resource

Real Time Resources and Data

Montana Watershed Coordination Council

View Resource

https://mtbeef.org/advocacy/drought-hub/?utm_source=Weekly+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=dcb83caebf-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_03_04_11_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_168d6046ee-dcb83caebf-246797061
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Montana/news-releases/2021/stnr_mt_20210820_rel_597?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2e9281b
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Montana/news-releases/2021/stnr_mt_20210818_rel_596?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Montana/news-releases/2021/stnr_mt_20210824_rel_601?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://agr.mt.gov/Hay-Hotline
https://www.mtwatersheds.org/real-time-resources/
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Montana Wildfire and Drought Update 
Montana Free Press Project, Montana Watershed Coordination Council

MTFP -- “With an expansive 
drought drying out vegetation 
across the state, 2021 is shaping 
up to be a particularly active year 
for Montana wildfires — enough 
so that Gov. Greg Gianforte 
declared a statewide wildland 
fire emergency July 14. As the fire 
season progresses, Montana Free 
Press staff will update this page 
hourly with information on the 
location and size of fires reported 
across the state, as well air quality 
ratings for Montana communities 
with monitoring stations.”

Above: Map from the Montana Free Press 
Project. Updated August 31, 2020

Left: The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-
scale conditions. Local conditions may vary. 
Updated August 26, 2021

D0  -  Abnormally Dry

D1  -  Moderate Drought

D2  -  Severe Drought

D3  -  Extreme Drought

D4  -  Exceptional 

US Drought Monitor: Current Conditions

Montana Wildfire Report: Current Conditions

Visit the US Drought Monitor

Full Report from MTFP

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/pollinator-week-celebrated-in-missoula-thursday
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://montanafreepress.org/montana-2021-fire-season-smoke-air-quality/?utm_medium=email&mc_cid=c724a75dcd&mc_eid=746058cf7f
https://www.kpax.com/news/missoula-county/pollinator-week-celebrated-in-missoula-thursday
https://montanafreepress.org/montana-2021-fire-season-smoke-air-quality/?utm_medium=email&mc_cid=c724a75dcd&mc_eid=746058cf7f
https://montanafreepress.org/montana-2021-fire-season-smoke-air-quality/?utm_medium=email&mc_cid=c724a75dcd&mc_eid=746058cf7f


Fire Season is Getting Longer

Biochar From Cow Manure Could Be Key 
To Sustainable Agriculture

Forbes -- “Cattle manure management could be 
vital in reducing the need for chemical fertilizers 
and improve farm productivity by addressing crop 
agronomic needs. Manure handling, including 
collection and treatment, has important implications 
for resource use, farm productivity, and environmental 
quality.”

Learn More

Western Drought Has Lasted Longer 
Than the Dust Bowl

Scientific American -- “Dry conditions have drawn 
down reservoirs, fueled massive wildfires and stunted 
crops”

Read the Article

Video: Playing with Fire. Recreating 
Safely with Invasives in Sagebrush 
Country

IPCC: Climate Change Requires Fast 
Action; Ag Practices Could Help Long-
Run

Partners In Sage  --  “If 
you’re recreating on 
public lands in the 
American West, you’ve 
probably already felt the 
impacts of the invasive 
annual grasses and 

High Country News  --  “A 
new study finds that 
‘fire weather’ days have 
increased, a trajectory 
expected to continue. 
The hot, dry and windy 
weather conditions 

In The News 

fueling the huge wildfires that have besieged the 
Western U.S. this summer have increased in frequency 
over the past 50 years, a new study has found.”

Read the Article

wildfires that ruin habitat for wildlife and our outdoor 
activities. The non-native grasses, like cheatgrass, are 
extra-nasty plants. They are creeping into sagebrush 
country, a place of incredible biological diversity, and 
recreators play a key role in preventing their spread as 
well as halting the ignition of catastrophic rangeland 
fires.”

Watch the Video

Agri-Pulse  --  “Time is growing short to address global 
climate change, whose impacts are being seen in more 
extreme weather events such as drought and heavier 
precipitation, and changes to agricultural practices 
could take decades to have an impact on carbon 
emissions, a new report from the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change says.”

Read the Article 
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https://www.hcn.org/articles/climate-desk-wildfire-fire-season-is-getting-longer
https://www.forbes.com/sites/aminmirkouei/2021/07/23/biochar-from-cow-manure-could-be-key-to-sustainable-agriculture/?sh=23ea9d4dd4c7
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/western-drought-has-lasted-longer-than-the-dust-bowl/#
https://www.hcn.org/articles/climate-desk-wildfire-fire-season-is-getting-longer
https://www.partnersinthesage.com/take-action
https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/16295-climate-changes-requires-immediate-action-ipcc-report-says


Montana Weed Control Association seeks Executive Director [Forsyth, MT] 
Montana Weed Control
A job posting for the executive director position is now available. The job will remain open until filled, however, the need is 
immediate and applications are due by August 27th. For a complete job description, please see the link below.

Position Details

Petroleum Conservation District Seeks District Administrator [Petroleum, MT] 
Petroleum Conservation District
A successful applicant must be a motivated self-starter, have a high school diploma or GED, general office knowledge and 
experience working with a board. The Petroleum County Conservation District would also prefer experience in natural 
resource conservation including the 310 Law, bookkeeping including payroll, Accounts Receivable and Accounts Payable, 
grant writing, contracting, and administration, project development and management experience, experience with 
QuickBooks, Microsoft Office Suite, and Google applications. 

Position Details

Job Opportunities

If we missed someone, please let us know and we will 
make sure to feature them in the next TMC!

James Laux

Makayla Ingman

Welcome!  
New Conservation District Staff

Partner Range Conservationist 
MACD and NRCS

Administrative Assistant 
Rosebud Conservation District
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“I am happy to be working with the Montana Association 
of Conservation Districts as a Range Conservationist. I 
graduated from the University of Wyoming with a degree 
in wildlife management. Since then I spent a few years 
working seasonally on fish and aquatic invasivespecies with 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Moving forward 
I hope to aid landowners, farmers and ranchers with their 
conservation needs.”

Makayla will updating the Rosebud CD website, attending 
to the district’s social media pages, and helping with the 
newsletter. She’ll also be assisting the district with some 
of their larger programs and grants. Makayla worked for 
Rosebud CD during the summers in high school 2015-2016 
and the CD is thrilled to have her join them as an official part 
time employee. Welcome to the conservation district family, 
Makayla!

Rosebud CD

https://www.mtweed.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/MWCA-ED-Job-Posting-2021-Final-BK.docx
http://petroleumcd.com/2021/08/02/petroleum-cd-is-hiring/


Upcoming Events Funding Opportunities

 Sept 14 
8:30am

 Sept 14-16 
Billings

 Sept 27-30 
Missoula

 Sept 8-9 
Malta

 Sept 8 
11am 

 Sept 2 
Kalispell 

 Sept 8 
10am-3pm 
Polson, MT 

 Nov 16-19 
Great Falls

 Nov 11-12 
Butte

 Sept 27 - Oct 5 
Statewide

Oct 20-21 
Red Lodge

Oct 6-7 
Virtual

2021 Invasive Species Research 
Conference

The 2021 Invasive Species Research 
Conference will take place virtually in an 
online event portal. Learn about current and 
published research from over 40 presenters 
in a variety of themed sessions. The event will 
also facilitate connections between invasive 
species researchers and practitioners in the 
Pacific Northwest.

Learn More

Statewide Employees Training (SET)
The dates for the SWAT training will be October 
20-21st in Red Lodge!  

Please contact Chris Evans with questions.

MWCC and Future West capacity-
building workshop
Learn More

2021 MACD Annual Convention
Please go to the MACD Convention Website for 
the most up-to-date information

https://convention.macdnet.org/

310 Law Training Day
The Flathead Conservation District is hosting 
a 310 Law training day on September 2nd in 
Kalispell. This training day will be an informal 
opportunity for discussion and learning and is 
open to all Supervisors and Staff interested in 
joining

For more information or to RSVP, please email 
hailey@flatheadcd.org

Flathead Basin Commission Meeting
Please join the Flathead Basin Commission for 
an in-person meeting. Join us to hear updates 
on FBC projects including septic leachate, 
stormwater and education & outreach efforts, 
the American Rescue Plan Act Grant Program, 
implementation of the CSKT Water Compact, 
and more!

All meetings are open to partners and the 
public, please email cassidy.bender@
mt.gov for the virtual participation 
information.

Tree planting, inventory, and analysis 
tools for human and environmental 
health
Learn More

Phillips Range Tour
We are excited to showcase conservation 
efforts taking place here in Phillips County. 
Please join us for two days of fun, education 
and fellowship. 

Learn More

Riparian Grazing Workshop
Featuring Dr. Clayton Marlow and Allen McNeal 
(McNeal Resources), the day will begin with a 
classroom style presentation at the Augusta 
Youth Center, lunch from the Buckhorn Bar, 
and then a field portion on the Converse 
Ranch. Resource professionals are welcome to 
be there to talk to landowners.

Event

Soil Health Bus Tour
Bus tour showcasing farms and ranches in the 
Dakotas that have moved to the next level of 
health with their soils.

Event Information

2021 NAISMA Annual Conference
This year’s conference is a great deal 
for anyone who does invasive species 
management, research, policy, or outreach 
and education who are looking for an 
affordable professional development 
opportunity.

Convention Details

Area Meetings
Please go to the MACD Area Meetings page for 
the most up-to-date information.

Rolling  
through 2023

Rolling 

Sept 15

Sept 24

Nov 3

Sept 3

Ongoing

Aquatic Invasive Species Grant Cycle 
DNRC and MISC are currently accepting 
AIS grant applications. AIS Grant Program 
Guidelines and application instructions can be 
found here. Please contact Stephanie Criswell 
with any questions about the program, the 
grant and application, or for technical support. 
Log on to Submittable to apply to the FY22 
Cycle 1 Application.

Conservation District Professional 
Development Funding
The MWCC Watershed Fund has funding from 
the Montana DNRC to assist Conservation 
Districts with expenses for professional 
development opportunities related to natural 
resource conservation and watershed health. 
CDs that receive funding must demonstrate 
how the opportunity will help them achieve 
their conservation goals. Funding is available 
on a rolling basis, depending on availability.

Learn More

Minimum Allocation Grants
A Minimum Allocation Grant Program that 
makes funding available to all Montana 
communities on a non-competitive basis. 
Districts can access the Minimum Allocation 
Grant Program by working through towns, 
cities, and counties. Contact Autumn Coleman 
with questions.

Joint Funding by MACD Education 
Committee and the Montana Watershed 
Coordination Council
Learn More

MCC Accepting Applications for Big Sky 
Watershed Corps 2022 Term
Contacts: Bryan Wilson: bryan@mtcorps.org, 
Angela Davis: adavis@mtcorps.org

Learn More 
Apply: 2022 BSWC Host Site Application 

Tourism Grants 
The Tourism Grant Program awards funds to 
projects that strengthen Montana’s economy 
through the development and enhancement 
of the State’s tourism and recreation industry. 
Grant submissions are available from Aug 1 - 
Sept 15. Two webinar training workshops will 
review of the program guidelines and timeline 
on July 8th and 22nd. 

Learn More

2022 Next Generation Leadership 
Institute (NGLI) Application 
This is a program of NACD and NCF. The goal 
of the Next Generation Leadership Institute 
(NGLI) is to equip conservation district leaders 
with the tools to become national leaders 
through personal, civic and organizational 
leadership development. Currently-appointed 
conservation district officials are eligible to 
apply, as well as district officials with current 
or potential for a statewide leadership 
position. 

Learn More

Looking Forward

October

September
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In Detail: Area Meetings 

Area 3  
Hosted by Phillips CD

Area 1  
Hosted by Garfield CD

Area 2  
Hosted by Powder River CD

Area 4  
Hosted by Sweetwater CD

Area 5  
Hosted by Eastern Sanders CD

Area 6  
Hosted by Broadwater CD

 Sept 27

 Sept 28

 Sept 29

 Sept 30

 Oct 5

 Oct 4

https://bcinvasives.ca/resources/professional-events/2021-invasive-species-research-conference-turning-science-into-action/
mailto:chris%40lewisandclarkcd.org?subject=
https://www.mtwatersheds.org/support/mwcc-training/?mc_cid=342feb9910&mc_eid=b2338f2fba
https://convention.macdnet.org/ 
mailto:hailey%40flatheadcd.org?subject=
http://www.flatheadbasincommission.org/
mailto:cassidy.bender%40mt.gov?subject=
mailto:cassidy.bender%40mt.gov?subject=
https://www.fs.fed.us/research/docs/webinars/urban-forests/human-and-environmental-health/UFCSept21_WebinarNotice.pdf
https://phillipsconservationdistrict.com/2020-range-tour/
https://lewisandclarkcd.org/event/riparian-grazing-workshop/
https://mtswcs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=5&ts=1616383749
https://naisma.org/conferences/
https://macdnet.org/programsevents/area-meetings/
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/montana-invasive-species/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Grant-Program
mailto:scriswell%40mt.gov?subject=
https://manager.submittable.com/login
https://grants.dnrc.mt.gov/login?returnUrl=%2Fsubmit%2F198780%2F2022-aquatic-invasive-species-grant-application
https://grants.dnrc.mt.gov/login?returnUrl=%2Fsubmit%2F198780%2F2022-aquatic-invasive-species-grant-application
https://www.mtwatersheds.org/support/mwcc-grants/watershed-fund-professional-development-support/conservation-district-professional-development-support/
mailto:https://arpa-mtdnrc.hub.arcgis.com/pages/minimum-allocation-grant-program?subject=
mailto:https://arpa-mtdnrc.hub.arcgis.com/pages/minimum-allocation-grant-program?subject=
mailto:Autumn.Coleman%40mt.gov?subject=
https://mcusercontent.com/f5431d4f44e57e160536410d7/files/ffeb64a3-8406-42df-a2c0-ba8f5d956224/Flyer_MWCC_LCCD_PD_Funding_FINAL.docx_1_1_.pdf
mailto:bryan%40mtcorps.org?subject=
https://www.mtcorps.org/partner-with-us/big-sky-watershed-corps-member.html
https://www.mtcorps.org/partner-with-us/big-sky-watershed-corps-member.html
https://www.tfaforms.com/4831794
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EV4gvf1KTuSMfSNItJtEvA
https://marketmt.com/Programs/Industry-Services-and-Outreach/Tourism-Grant-Program
http://www.nationalconservationfoundation.org/ngli/
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MACD Communications Update
Eric Rannestad 
MACD Communications Specialist

The CD Outreach Work Group (CDOWG) wants your participation! We are 
asking interested supervisors and staff to join the new Steering Commit-
tee. This steering committee will direct the priorities of the Outreach Work 
Group so that we can best serve the needs of districts. You don’t need to be 
a marketing and outreach guru to participate!  A strong desire to create a 
practical, effective CD outreach program is the primary prerequisite. 

If interested, please email Eric Rannestad (eric@macdnet.org) with your 
name, area #, and district.

I’m excited by this work and can’t wait to share our progress next month. 
Stay tuned. 

Eric Rannestad
MACD Communications Specialist 
eric@macdnet.org 
860-391-9518

To submit your proposal, please email 
MACD Communications Specialist,  Eric 
Rannestad. 

TMC Submissions

eric@macdnet.org

Montana Association of Conservation Districts

1101 11th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601

(406) 443-5711

mailto:eric%40macdnet.org?subject=
mailto:eric%40macdnet.org?subject=

