
 
 

MACD WATER 

STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 18th, 2020 

 

Jeff Wivholm will be acting as chair in place of Pat Reilly. The Acting Chair called the meeting to order.  

 

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE:  See sign-in sheet 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Jeff Wivholm (1) Curt Roseman (5) Dan Young (2) Will iam Bernard (1) 

Gary Giem (6) John Anderson (6) Steve Schanamen (4) Shirley Parrot (4) 

 

November 20th, 2019 Minutes 

Motion to Approve the Minutes from November 20th, 2019 

● Motion: John Anderson 

● Second: Steve Schanamen 

● Discussion: N/A 

● VOTE: Motion Carries - Recommendation Do Pass  

 

 

20-02: A resolution for the study of erosion on the Flathead River. Submitted by Flathead CD 

Resolution was presented, as written by Hailey Graif, Flathead CD staff.  

 

Motion to Approve the resolution 

● Motion: John Anderson 

● Second: Willie Bernard 

● Discussion: 

○ Questions from participants were asked regarding if Flathead CD plans to apply for a 

grant to conduct this study and why they need a resolution to do so. Hailey provided 

that passing this resolution, and having state-wide support for this study would put a lot 

more weight on future grant applications as well as help provide better awareness and 

education on the subject to legislators.  

○ A concern arose regarding if this would set a new precedent for each time a river wants 

to conduct a study or protection, that we will need a resolution. Jeff Tiberi responded 

that the belief is that if this resolution and study was successful then we could use it as 

an example for future similar efforts and would not need a new resolution each time. 

● VOTE: Motion Carries - Recommendation Do Pass 



20-05: A resolution to have MACD and NACD talk with North and South Dakota CDs about a 

coordinated program for AIS prevention. Submitted by McCone CD 

Resolution was presented, as written, by Steve Wanderous, McCone CD Supervisor 

 

Questions arose regarding what NACD’s role in this resolution be, considering that the effort focuses on 

South Dakota and North Dakota, whereas NACD typically focuses on larger regional or state -wide issues. 

Tenlee, Cascade CD staff, provided that CEMIST has begun to communicate with North Dakota regarding 

AIS issues. Many participants agreed that this resolution should address more states than originally 

presented and that making this resolution for national collaboration would also help push this resolution 

through NACD. 

 

Resolution language revisions were made to change the emphasis from communications with North and 

South Dakotas regarding progressing westward, to having a national conversation with all state 

associations and partners on AIS prevention.  

 

Motion to amend the langanguage: 

● Motion to Approve: Gary Giem 

● Second:  

● Discussion: Ian Cunningham, NACD, added that though this resolution has morphed from a 

neighbors conversation, to a national conversation, that he would still encourage locally 

coordinated efforts to communicate with our neighboring states. 

● VOTE: Motion Carries 

 

Motion to approve the amended resolution: 

● Motion to Approve: John Anderson 

● Second: Gary Giem 

● Discussion: 

● VOTE: Motion Carries - Recommendation Do Pass 

 

 

20-06: VCCD resolution Providing Critical habitat thru the Milk River system for Pallid Sturgeon 

Jeff Paterson, Valley CD Supervisor provided background and context information for the proposed 

resolution.  

 

Over the previous year a lot of effort has gone into building partnerships and securing funding for the 

Milk River Saint Mary’s Diversion issue. Last year a resolution was passed through MACD onto NACD, 

where it was rejected. This year, this resolution shows light on the regional -wide and multi-state 

importance of the Milk River, as part of the Missouri River Watershed and possible downstream effects 

the degradation of the Saint Mary Canal will have in regards to the pallid sturgeon. This resolution urges 

NACD to advocate on behalf of the water users in the Milk River and Missouri River Mainstem for rapid 

response and funding to rehabilitate the St. Mary Canal, which costs could not be bared by the local 

irrigators.  

 



Comments were made to if this is a regional or national issue, or if it is a local issue , one that NACD 

would not be able to support. Jeff emphasized the full Missouri River Watershed, which crosses multiple 

states, would be affected if the Saint Mary Canal failed. 

 

Under the 2nd “resolved” it was recommended that “assess irrigations” was changed to “irrigatos and 

other water users”. Language was amended 

 

Motion to approve the resolution, as amended: 

● Motion to Approve: Curt Roseman 

● Second: Gary Giem 

● Discussion: 

● VOTE: Motion Carries - Recommendation Do Pass 

 

 

20-07: Requesting the Montana Legislature stop basin adjudications by the Montana Water Court 

until the vested surface stock water rights are adequately addressed in the Montana Water Use Act.  

Submitted by Valley CD. 

Ron Stoneberg, Valley CD Supervisor provided background and context information for the proposed 

resolution.  

 

Ron Stoneberg described the history of water use and water rights along federally leased BLM grazing 

land. The primary concern being that BLM is claiming water rights to water that ranchers have used as 

stockwater, which puts ranchers in jeopardy of losing their water sources if BLM ever decides to revoke 

the privilege of letting ranchers with leased grazing lands use the water from the reservoir in the dry 

summer months. This resolution is asking that the adjudication process be halted until the issue of stock 

water surface water can be addressed.  

 

DNRC comments regarding this resolution were provided for participant review. Meeting participants  

provided concerns regarding the language used within the resolution and the issue of halting the 

adjudication process, which would negatively affect many MT water users. Though the presentation of 

the resolution expressed that intent of this resolution is to only focus on stock water users, con cern was 

raised regarding how language of the resolution addressed other uses as well.  

 

Motion to approve the resolution, as amended: 

● Motion to Approve: Gary Giem 

● Second: Curt Roseman 

● Discussion: 

○ Appreciation for the presented issue and concern was expressed, though concerns 

remain regarding how this resolution was written and its impact on the adjudication 

process.  

○ Ron emphasized the need to act now as landowners are currently being affected.  

● VOTE: Motion Fails - Recommendation Do Not Pass 

 

Chair Adjourned the meeting 


