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5th November 2020 
 
Greg for Montana 
PO Box 877 
Helena, MT 59624 
 
 
Dear Governor-elect Gianforte: 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Montana’s 58 Conservation Districts, to congratulate you on 
your campaign, introduce myself, and tell you a little about the work we do for the people of our 
state.  
 
Established by the Montana State Legislature in 1939, we have served our citizens and our 
natural resources with clear, fair, and down-to-earth actions and decisions that conserve soil and 
water, as well as other natural resources. MCA 76-15-102 sets the course for us with these 
words: “It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation of 
soil and soil resources of this state, for the control and prevention of soil erosion, for the 
prevention of floodwater and sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, 
development, utilization, and disposal of water and thereby to preserve natural resources, control 
floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base, protect 
public lands, and protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this 
state.” 
 
Our mandate has allowed us to impact in a positive manner the natural resources across the state, 
including projects, actions, and programs such as the management of 310 permits, soil health, 
water reservations, salinity control, rural water, streambank stabilization, irrigation, forest fuels 
reduction, post-wildfire soil restoration, expanding native pollinator habitat, noxious weed 
control, assisting with county planning boards, and river management coordination. 
 
We work closely with our state partners at the Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation, as well as our federal partners at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. We share offices across Montana with NRCS, and we help them deliver their programs 
to farmers and ranchers. DNRC helps by providing programs and funding for the 35-40 
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Conservation Districts with financial limitations based on the low mill levy receipts in our rural 
Districts.  
 
We are interested in providing advice regarding your appointments to natural resource positions 
within your administration, contributing towards natural resource policies and executive orders 
you may be considering, and working with you to further the conservation values and progress 
we have across Montana. We are especially interested in the budget of DNRC as it pertains to 
natural resource issues. 
 
If  I-190 survives judicial review, we would be interested in having discussions with you about 
the possibility of including Conservation Districts as recipients of a portion of the tax revenues. 
Our reality is that the Coal Severance Tax currently funds a significant portion of Conservation 
Districts operations but it has consistently fallen short of the revenue estimates made by both the 
Legislative Fiscal Division and the Office of Budget and Program Planning over the past three 
biennia.  It is difficult for Districts to budget at legislatively approved appropriation levels only 
to find the collections are short, thus reducing budgets mid-year. 
 
As President of the statewide association, feel free to call on me or any of our Board Members at 
any time should you wish to discuss these issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James G. Simpson, President 
Montana Association of Conservation Districts  
JIM.G.SIMPSON@GMAIL.COM 
406.871.6011 
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