AREA VI MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 24, 2019
Alder Community Center
Alder, Montana

MACD Business Meeting – Area 6
8:30 a.m. Registration
9:00 a.m. Welcome: Ruby Valley Conservation District Chairman: Gary Giem
•

2018 Meeting Minutes Approval, hosted by Park CD
o 2018 Minutes Approved

•

2019 Resolutions
o No resolutions for Area 6

•

Longevity Awards

•

Election of Area 6 Director
o Rick VanDyken was re-elected

•

Area 6 involvement in the 2019 MACD Convention
o
Auction item?

•

2020 Meeting Location – Beaverhead Conservation District

9:45 a.m. Agency Reports: 3 minute report each
NRCS- Tom Watts said there will be a new MOA for the shared space with NRCS
FWP
MRCDC
MACDEO
DNRC
MSCA

10:45 a.m. MACD/SWCDM – who are we and what do we do for you
-

TBA, MACD Director
TBA, SWCDM Director

11:15 a.m. Montana Conservation District’s Future
Facilitated interactive session for district supervisors and employees to talk about the value of
conservation districts and where supervisors and employees would like to see conservation
districts in the future.

12:00 noon Lunch
1:00 p.m. Montana Conservation District’s Future continued…
Part 2 of the interactive session.

2:00 p.m. Adjourn – Please join us and tour our Ramshorn Creek Restoration Project.

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS OF AREA VI
TREASURER’S REPORT

- 2019- 2020

CHECKING ACCOUNT:
Beginning Balance 9/20/19

$ 129.82

Deposits:
7/22/20 (Dormancy Notice mailed Thurs., 7/16/19)

$1.00

Disbursements:
7/20/20 (Dormant Fee)

$5.00

Checkbook Balance 08/31/20

$125.82

No additional assessment will be needed this year.

SAVINGS ACCOUNT:
Beginning Balance 6/30/19

$ 45.59

Deposits:
$-0Interest Earned:
July 2019 thru December 2019
January 2020 thru June 2020
Total
Withdrawals:
None
Balance in Savings 6/30/20

$ 0.02
$ 0.02
$ .04

$-0$ 45.63

Respectfully submitted,

John C. Anderson, Treasurer
Conservation Districts of Area VI

Prepared by:
Shirley Galovic, District Administrator
Ruby Valley Conservation District

420 Barrett St., Dillon, MT 59725 ⚫ 406.683.3802
beaverheadcd@gmail.com ⚫ www.beaverheadcd.org ⚫ beaverheadwatershed@gmail.com ⚫ www.beaverehadwatershed.org

•
•
•

Supervisors- BCD has 7 elected supervisor positions310’s- To date we have processed 24 310 permits
Projects and Events
o 5th Grade Outdoor School- Canceled
o Youth Conservation Day- Canceled
o Montana Range Days- Moved to 2021
o Poindexter Slough-We continue to work on invasive weed management through
biannual weed pulls and coordination with the county weed department.
o The Grasshopper Creek sediment source assessment was completed. We applied
for a DNRC RDG project grant to fund three of the projects the assessment
identified. If funded, we'll stabilize a failing mine tailings pond and eroding
stream banks just downstream from Bannack.
o We're helping water users monitor stream flows on the lower Red Rock. We
have 5 staff gauge stations set up along the river and have rating curves built.
We're looking into more monitoring to help irrigators and fish habitat. We have
an application in with the DNRC RRGL program to upgrade the flumes used by
irrigators.
o We've continued to work with the Southwest Montana Sagebrush Partnership,
building rock structures to preserve wet meadows from headcuts, and with
contracts to cut conifers from sagebrush ecosystems.

P.O. Box 890
Whitehall, MT 59759
406-287-7875
jvmh57@outlook.com

Mark Gornick, Vice-Chair
Tom Carey, Jr., Supervisor

John Heide, Chair

Vincent Keogh, Supervisor
Jack Dawson, Supervisor
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In the last year, the JVCD Board has worked hard to provide assistance to the Jefferson River Watershed
Council, DFW&P and area landowners with maintaining flows in the Jefferson River to allow for irrigation and
recreation uses. This has been an on-going challenge for the past several years. With the cooperation of many,
early morning meetings have been met with continued discussion and cooperation. The District has been able
to maintain a lower level of emergency permit applications over the last couple of years on the Jefferson due to
the continued discussions and early prep for the known low water issues.
The District hosted a soil health workshop which provided important information to local cooperators and also
generated good discussion for local gardeners. It was a source of information that has continued to grow with
the help of the new Extension Agent and NRCS staff working together to provide high tunnels and growing
information to many. We look forward to seeing this effort continue on with the addition of the pollinator seed
mixes available.
The District hosted a 310 workshop which allowed for the input into the new form(s) being used. The meeting
focused on the changes to the form and what will be required as well as what to expect on an inspection and
generated good discussion. There will be a follow up meeting next spring and hopefully it will be as well
received.
Due to the unfortunate issues associated with the pandemic, the District was not able to hold their annual
outdoor classroom event. This is an event that usually brought together over 100 kids, teachers, instructors, and
helpers. With the new guidelines being written daily regarding social gatherings, it seems that the District may
have to say goodbye to the event as it was structured in the past. It will be held again, we hope, but in a smaller
fashion and probably over several days instead of just one. We look forward to getting to host this event again,
however it will be structured from this point forward.

Gallatin Conservation District Area 6 Meeting Report
Gallatin Conservation District – Programs Update
Grants
• GCD is currently managing a total of $59,779.71 in grant funds and has managed a total of
$80,954.71 since last year’s Area 6 meeting.
• Funding was awarded primarily from DNRC and SWCDM and are supporting a number of
projects and topics, including education, water quality, and pollinator habitat
• Grants are primarily sponsored and we have worked with 9 different partners/organizations
Cost-Share Programs – GCD has three different cost-share programs
• Well-Testing Cost Share – in support of the Montana Well Educated Program, GCD is offering a
75% cost share to landowners getting their well tested through this program
o New program – one landowner funded so far
•

Camp and Godfrey Creek Rehabilitation Cost Share – funded via DNRC 223 grant, GCD is offering
a 50% cost share to landowners working on water quality improvement projects within the
Camp and Godfrey Creek watersheds in support of the National Water Quality Incentives
program implemented by Gallatin County NRCS
o New program – currently awaiting applications

•

General Cost Share – GCD offers a 50% cost share to any landowners in Gallatin County that fall
within our CD boundaries
o Annual program – funded one landowner this year and one more pending.

DNRC Conservation Seedling Program
• Helped distribute around 5,500 seedlings to Gallatin County residents in May of 2020
Manhattan Farmers Market
• GCD staff took over the management of our local farmers market in 2020 to expand on our
commitment to our local community
Gallatin/Area 6 Pollinator Initiative
• Inspired by Lake County Conservation Districts Pollinator Initiative, GCD worked with Area 6
conservation districts to start the Pollinator Initiative in southwestern Montana.
• Eight Area 6 CD’s agreed to receive Pollinator Seed Mixes created by GCD and NRCS staff
• Two mixes were created – a native and non-native mix – landowners would choose the mix they
wanted based on their current site conditions
• GCD distributed 22 acres of seed mix to all 8 conservation districts (GCD included)
• The program has had an immensely positive response so far in Gallatin County
Education Programs
• Summer Stewards – Free weekly science/conservation program in the summer for kids of all
ages. Served over 100 people in our Education and Outreach Center over the summer.
• Fall Stewards – Similar to our Summer Stewards program but geared towards homeschoolers.
New program this year in response to the rise of homeschoolers in Gallatin County

•
•
•
•

Art in the Garden – Weekly art program started this fall – teaching kids of all ages about
different art techniques while using nature and conservation topics as the art focus. Semi geared towards homeschooler but anyone can attend who is available.
Manhattan After School Program – GCD staff visits Manhattan Elementary students once a
month during the school year for a short conservation topic on varying subjects.
Adult workshops took a back seat due to Covid concerns
New educational resource available – Macroinvertebrate Educational Trunk (funded by SWCDM
Water Quality Mini Grant)

310 Business
YTD as of 9/29/2020:

53 applications/emergencies/complaints
OTHER
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7

2

7

16

Approved with
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2

4

10

16

Denied

1

1

Withdrawn/Not a
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1

2
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6
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3

1

1

5

Complaints

3

3

Arbitrations

1

1

Extension
Requests

4

1

5

18

22

53

Total

13

Upcoming Declaratory Ruling request. Public hearing set to take place October 14. Petitioner
completed work on an unnamed, perennial stream, including digging out an in-line pond. Neighboring
property owner submitted complaint in November of 2019 and GCD has been working through the issue
ever since. GCD declared the stream and pond jurisdictional and the petitioner is disputing that. High
publicity issue within Gallatin County.
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The Mile High Conservation District has continued to work with the Watershed Restoration
Coalition (WRC) to further the on the ground watershed work in our area. This group includes
landowners, agencies and local supervisors working together. With funding that has reached
up to one million dollars, projects have moved into the more well thought out long range plans.
Beaver mimicry projects and stream restoration projects have been moving forward slowly.
With the continued effort of a host of players, the Browns Gulch and German Gulch areas are
seeing renewed health.
The District has worked hard to provide training opportunities for the community and
cooperators in the Butte-Silver Bow area. In the last year, a 310 training was held as well as a
soil health workshop which turned out to be more of a community garden type meeting. There
has been much anticipation about the new pollinator program and hopefully, the seed will be
planted in many areas around the county.
Due to the pandemic, the District did not get to host their outdoor classroom event. This event
is usually held over several days to accommodate all the schools in the area. Currently, the
District is working to have the stations that are usually held at the event recorded so that any
teacher in the state can have access to them. We hope that it will allow for a better fit for
teachers to use as they are teaching subjects that align with what has been taught in the past
such as bear aware, forestry, archeology, weeds, fish, composting, soils, range, wind and solar
energies and geology. The District is hoping to work with Montana Tech to complete the
videoing of this project.

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Montana State Office
10 East Babcock
Street, Room 443
Bozeman
Montana, 59715
Voice 406.587.6811
Fax 855.510.7028
September 2020

Hello Conservation Districts,
I truly wish we could all be together for these area meetings as it a great opportunity
to hear from CDs and discuss the opportunities for the upcoming year. Despite the
challenges 2020 has brought, we all have continued to assist the agricultural
producers of Montana. I believe this year has highlighted the importance of
partnerships and specifically the strength of the CD, NRCS, and DNRC partnership.
This “3-Legged Stool” is vital to deliver the work we all do together, and I believe
it is because of this we have been able to succeed in spite of the curveball we have
all been thrown. Below are a few highlights from NRCS and I look forward to
continuing our work together in the future.
Sincerely,
Tom Watson
State Conservationist

Montana Focused Conservation
As NRCS approaches the end of our fiscal year, I’d like to take the chance to update
you on the outstanding work done by partners, landowners, and NRCS staff at all
levels to continue fostering the growth of Montana Focused Conservation. On top
of the 40 FY19-20 Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs), 24 new TIPs have been
through multiple levels of review and deemed investment ready for FY21. These
new opportunities will be posted to the NRCS Montana website over the next
month. Several of these FY21 TIPs took partnership engagement to a new level and
were written by partners in collaboration with the local NRCS office. Thank you for
this innovative approach to MFC! Overall, the TIPs did a good job of keeping a
clear line of sight to the county long range plans and the Local Working Group
process. Many thanks to the Conservation Districts for being a huge part of the
Local Working Group process and the development of Long-Range Plans.
NRCS staff have been working tirelessly to complete the contracting phase of MFC
FY20. I’m very pleased to report that through TIPs, 195 applications have been
funded or 43% of all EQIP contracts in the state. More than $13 million has been
obligated, which amounts to 39% of NRCS Montana’s total EQIP allocation. This is
quite a feat and couldn’t have been possible without partner support of these
projects, which often take a community effort to tackle complex issues.

Covid-19
I recognize that the last 6 months or so have been challenging for both the NRCS
and Conservation Districts as we have navigated our way through the impacts of
Covid-19 on our ability to use office space and meet face to face. As you know,
USDA is using a phased, data-driven approach to re-open USDA Service Centers

An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Montana State Office
10 East Babcock
Street, Room 443
Bozeman
Montana, 59715
Voice 406.587.6811
Fax 855.510.7028

for in-person appointments. In Montana, about 90% of our offices are operating at
what we call Phase 3. The Phase 3 designation allows for producers to come into
our offices by appointment. Regardless of the Phase we are in, masks are required
in our USDA offices, including during all face to face interactions and in hallways,
common areas and restrooms where the minimum 6’ social distancing cannot be
ensured. Unfortunately, we still cannot allow Conservation District meetings to be
held in our USDA Offices. I want to assure you that we are committed to
delivering USDA programs and services to Montana’s farmers and ranchers while
taking safety measures in response to the coronavirus outbreak.

September 2020

Conservation Videos Available Online
11 new videos have been added to the Conservation for the Future video series that
highlights Montana’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners that are making a
difference on the land. Related feature articles will also be coming out later this
year. See past videos on the NRCS Montana website.

Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP)
NRCS recently created a new field and partnership-based mentoring program called
the Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP) to give new and
recently relocated field employees the opportunity to gain field experience
associated with local agricultural production. NRCS is looking for producers who
are passionate about conservation and teaching, and who agree to provide a safe
learning experience for program mentees.
The time commitment will be minimal, consisting of approximately 6 engagements
per year at the producer’s convenience. Producers will have the opportunity to
mentor employees through “on-the-land,” hands-on learning to help develop their
knowledge of:
o Common agricultural practices, equipment, inputs and other topics
o The types of challenges and decisions producers face day to day
o Local resource problems and concerns
o How producers have used conservation practices to address resource
problems
If you are interested in volunteering as a mentor, please contact Kyle Tackett at
kyle.tackett@usda.gov to learn more about the program and express interest in
participating.

An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender

Conservation Districts,
Though I wish I were able to meet each of you in person, it is with great pride that I get to introduce myself as
the new coordinator for MRCDC. I began working for the Council in mid-March after moving to Sidney where
I have an office space next to the Richland County Conservation District. I grew up on a registered Simmental
operation and studied political science and agricultural business at Montana State University before lobbying
for the Montana Farm Bureau Federation for three years. After less than a year with MRCDC, however, I can’t
think of a better cause than helping coordinate the efforts of our state’s greatest conservationists – Montana’s
farmers and ranchers. Despite a global pandemic, MRCDC has remained focused and productive and I’m
thrilled to report on the good work we’ve been doing within the Missouri River watershed.
 Ranching for Rivers is still accepting applications on a rolling basis. The program is designed to
assist landowners manage their riparian land by offering a 50% cost-share for fencing material, off-site
water infrastructure and developing grazing management plans. In 2020, Ranching for Rivers provided
cost-share funding for 5,300 feet of fencing, benefitting 35 acres of land and 3.5 miles of stream bank. It
also funded the development of grazing management plans for 2 landowners. More information on the
program as well the application can be found on SWCDM’s website.
 The CMR CWG is holding its first ever virtual meeting on October 22. The meeting will focus on
grasshopper management and includes a panel discussion with partners from APHIS and BLM. We
hope this meeting will help foster increased communication and collaboration amongst federal agencies
and landowners so that we can be better prepared for the next grasshopper infestation. A finalized
agenda will be shared with conservation districts soon and anyone interested is welcome to participate.
 The United States Army Corps of Engineers intends to test the flows coming from Fort Peck Dam in
hopes it will benefit pallid sturgeon recruitment. Their proposal, presented in March, was incredibly
problematic for the approximately 100 irrigators downstream of the Dam. With help from the Missouri
River Conservation Districts Council, local conservation districts were able to convince the Corps
that the information they were using to assess the economic impact to irrigators was both
inadequate and outdated. As a result, the Corps agreed to postpone release of the Draft EIS until
after they had completed a thorough pump site survey and economic analysis. Conservation
districts and MRCDC have helped coordinate the economic analysis and pump site surveys this summer.
Collectively, 102 irrigation pumps were surveyed. The Corps is reviewing this information before
selecting their preferred alternative in the Draft EIS, which will be published in December and initiate a
60-day public comment period. MRCDC plans to assist irrigators and other stakeholders participate in
the commenting process.
 A more thorough account of MRCDC’s work can be found in our 2019-2020 Annual Report which
is shared on our website, missouririvercouncil.info.
Sincerely,

Liv Stavick
MRCDC Coordinator
406-454-0056 or mrcdc@macdnet.org
Gallatin Conservation District
Broadwater Conservation District
Lewis & Clark Conservation District
Cascade Conservation District
Chouteau County Conservation District

Blaine County Conservation District
Big Sandy Conservation District
Fergus County Conservation District
Petroleum County Conservation District
Phillips Conservation District

Garfield County Conservation District
Valley County Conservation District
McCone Conservation District
Roosevelt County Conservation District
Richland County Conservation District

Celebrating 25 Years!
1995 - 2020
Our Mission: Uniting and supporting Montana’s watershed communities to promote healthy and
productive landscapes.
Staff: Ethan Kunard, Executive Director; Terri Nichols, Watershed Programs Coordinator; Kierra Davis,
Outreach and Communications Coordinator
2020/2021 Highlights:
Watershed Fund - The MWCC Watershed Fund provides direct support to our community-based
Partners for capacity-building, professional development, and on-the-ground projects. In most cases,
funding is available to network members who are watershed conservation partners (e.g., Conservation
Districts, watershed organizations, non-profits, etc.)
•

Upcoming Funding Opportunities
o Conservation Project Funding – Support for on-the-ground natural resource
conservation projects with private landowners in their watersheds. Awards up to
$30,000. Request for proposals announced October 1st.
o Nonpoint Source Projects for Big Sky Watershed Corps – Support for projects that
reduce nonpoint source pollution and implement Watershed Restoration Plans.
Available to Big Sky Watershed Corps host sites. Awards up to $10,000. Request for
proposals announced February 4th.
o Professional Development Funding – Exclusive to Conservation Districts, this funding is
available for organizations to acquire skills, knowledge, and resources relevant to
watershed and natural resource health in their communities. For more information, and
for a link to the online application form, visit MWCC’s Watershed Fund Professional
Development Support page.

Networking and Learning Opportunities
•

Summit to Stream: Connecting People, Water & Forests - The Montana Watershed
Coordination Council and Montana Forest Collaboration Network are joining efforts to host a 3day online Watershed and Forest Symposium/Workshop. This free event will bring land and
water conservation professionals and enthusiasts together to explore opportunities for
strengthening partnerships and improving on-the-ground work that supports healthy forests
and watersheds in Montana. You can register and learn more about the event by
visiting SummitToStream2020.org.
•
Winter/Spring Webinar Series – MWCC will be offering remote training
opportunities featuring technical content (e.g., conservation and restoration practices,
permitting considerations, etc.) as well as organizational development content (e.g., baseline
support for groups - developing better budgets, strategic planning, conducting better outreach,
etc.). More information available soon.

Resource Development Bureau
RRGL and RDG Project Grant Ranked List Due out in November
Watershed Management, Irrigation Development and Planning
Grants - Update
Grant Administration Training
Survey

Renewable Resource Grant and Loan (RRGL) Program
2020 Project Applications
DAM
$730,742
8%
WASTE WATER
$1,875,000
19%

NUMBER OF
APPLICATIONS

OTHER
$365,046
4%
$9.6
MILLION

IRRIGATION
$4,250,000
44%

WATER SYSTEM
$2,375,000
25%

DAM

6

WATER SYSTEM

19

IRRIGATION

33

OTHER

3

WASTE WATER

15

TOTAL

76

Reclamation Development Grant (RDG) Program
2020 Project Applications
OIL & GAS
$498,862.00
8%

CSN
$499,739.00
8%

NUMBER OF
APPLICATIONS
$6.5
MILLION

MINING
$3,042,276.00
47%

HAZARDOUS
WASTE
$2,417,544.00
37%

CRUCIAL STATE
NEED (CSN)
HAZARDOUS
WASTE

1
6

MINING

9

OIL & GAS

1

TOTAL

17

Conservation Districts
Renewable Resource Grant and Loan (RRGL) and Reclamation Development (RDG) Project Applications - 2020
Grant
Program

County

Applicant

Project Name

Requested
Amount

Project Type

Past Planning
Grant

RRGL

Beaverhead

Beaverhead County Conservation
District

BCCD Irrigation Efficiency and Water Measurement Project

$125,000

Irrigation

$15,000

RRGL

Ravalli

Bitterroot Conservation District

BCD Bitterroot River Irrigation Management Study

$125,000

Study

$15,000

RRGL

Carbon

Carbon County Conservation District

CCCD Mutual Ditch Siphon Replacement

$125,000

Irrigation

$15,000

RRGL

Musselshell

LMCD-DMWUA Main Canal Diversion Gates Automation Project

$125,000

Irrigation

$15,000

RRGL

Petroleum

Petrolia Dam Outlet Works Headgate Replacement

$125,000

Dam

$15,000

RRGL

Pondera

Pondera County Conservation District PCCRC Dupuyer Creek Diversion Automation Project

$125,000

Irrigation

$15,000

RRGL

Stillwater

Stillwater Conservation District

Stillwater CD Mendenhall Ditch Intake and Drop Structure Rehabilitation
Project

$125,000

Irrigation

$15,000

RRGL

Sweet Grass

Sweet Grass County Conservation
District

Sweet Grass CD Post-Kellogg Ditch Headworks Improvement Project

$125,000

Irrigation

RRGL

Teton

Teton Conservation District

Teton CD Eureka Dam Safety Improvements

$125,000

Dam

RRGL

Lewis & Clark

Lewis and Clark Conservation District HLCNF Beaver Creek Restoration Project, Phase 2

$125,000

Other

RDG

Beaverhead

Beaverhead Conservation District

Grasshopper Creek Mine Tailings Reclamation

$298,470

Mining

$45,000

RDG

Deer Lodge

Deer Lodge Valley Conservation
District

Upper French Gulch Fish Passage and Restoration Project

$194,832

Mining

$31,207

RDG

Mineral

Mineral County Conservation District Flat Creek Dispersed Tailings Removal and Restoration

$219,960

Mining

$32,754

RDG

Madison

Ruby Valley Conservation District

$461,500

Mining

$44,500

Lower Musselshell County
Conservation District
Petroleum County Conservation
District

Granite Creek Reclamation Realignment Project

$30,000

Resource Development Bureau
Heidi Anderson-Folnagy
Reclamation and Development
Grants Program Manager
HAndersonFolnagy@mt.gov
406-444-6691

Lindsay Volpe
Renewable Resource Grants and
Loans Program Manager
lmvolpe@mt.gov
406‐444‐6839
Sonja Hoeglund
RRGL Private Grants
shoeglund@mt.gov
406-444-0552

Jorri Dyer
Watershed Management Grants
JorriDyer@mt.gov
406-444-6893

Ann Kulczyk
Irrigation Development Grants
akulczyk@mt.gov
406‐228‐4129
Autumn Coleman
Bureau Chief
Autumn.Coleman@mt.gov
406-444-6689

David Larson
RRGL Public Loans & Emergency
Grants
Dclarson@mt.gov
406‐444‐6688

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development

