Montana Association of Conservation Districts
2019 Area II Meeting
September 17, 2019
Moose Lodge Glendive, MT

The 2019 Area II business meeting was called to order by the Dawson County Conservation District
Supervisor Gene Evans.
There were ___ people present. (one CD Admin gave me info that she counted 38ish)
The minutes of the 2018 Area II meeting were motioned to be approved as written by Kenny Nemitz, Jim
Ekland seconded the motion. Motion carried by voice vote.
The treasurer’s report was given by ______ . There is $358.14 in the account. The invoices for dues are
in folders. Roddy Rost made a motion to approve report, Walter Rolf seconded, motion carried by voice
vote.
Roddy Rost, MACD _______ presented a resolution written by Little Beaver CD requesting a personal
(should this be personnel?) committee for problems/grievances at work for employees of MACD,
SWCDM and Conservation Districts. Someone that administrators and supervisors can submit
complaints to. Roddy read the resolution in full and motioned to send the amended version to the state,
Kodie Olsen seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Jim Simpson, MACD, supported the resolution.
He stated that human relations are complicated, and we could all use some guidance. Kenny Nemitz was
not in favor of the resolution claiming that they send people to MACD to make these decisions and that
each board should take care of their own staff. Sandy Brown agreed with Kenny Nemitz. More
discussion about MACD. Roddy Rost explained that their thought for this resolution was mainly for the
Helena office employees. More discussion on who should take on these problems. ….
Nominations for Director of Area II were Tony Barone, he was elected on unanimous consent, and will
serve another term.
Jim Simpson , MACD, presented Longevity Awards to the following:
Gene Evens, Dawson CD

5 years

Ted Woods, Wibaux CD

5 years

Jim Bowers, Powder River CD

10 years

Danny Young, Richland CD

10 years

Charley Bumgardner, Custer CD

35 years

Kenny Nemitz, Dawson CD

40 years

Jim Simpson the opened a discussion up for the responsibility of Longevity Awards. He explained that
MACD struggles every year to put together and that they have handed out the wrong award by mistake
before. He questioned whether it would be better for each district to give out awards instead. Liz Riter
stated that the awards mean more coming from MACD. Discussed possibility of each the Area II host
finds out who receives longevity awards, or each administrator report for their own district.
District Operations Report: Dean Rogge discussed new dues proposal. There will be a flat 6.5% across
the board with a $750.00 minimum for the small organizations and a $17,000.00 maximum for the larger
organizations. He explained that they must have input from the districts about what they want MACD to
do. 6.5% does not raise they budget. They decided to leave the dues at 6.5% with a min and max for 3
years to try out. Discussion followed about what MACD does for conservation districts. Tom Watson
(NRCS) stated that MACD gives him an opportunity to invest in conservation districts. He said that he
invests in MACD and in turn, MACD invests in conservation districts.
Jim Simpson reported on MACD and SWCDM on behalf of Mark Suta. Jim read an email he had received
from Mark thanking everyone as well as informing about improvement with partners, a successful
legislation, and working hard on dues. Jim then discussed that Cascade CD is putting together a
resolution to combine MACD and SWCDM to eliminate confusion, put all the money into one
organization, and to fix the bylaws that are out of date. MACD currently has no executive director. There
are three interviews to be held and if none are a fit, they won’t hire. They only plan on hiring the best
candidate.
Agency Reports were given by MACD, DNRC (Mark Bostrom), NRCS (Tom Watson), MT Salinity (Jane
Holzer), DEQ, and MACDEO (Julie Goss). Lance Clark is the Eastern District Representative for DNRC.
Linda Brander encouraged people to submit 223 Grants and to tell the conservation district’s story. Tom
Watson talked about the MOAs between CDs and NRCS. Jason Garber spoke about 310 Permits. DNRC
received $500,000 from the legislature for coal severance tax for Watercraft Inspection Stations for
conservation districts to run these for FWP for 2 years.
Tanya Gobbs, Dawson CD acknowledged the administers of the Area ll district with an appreciation gift.
Administrators present were: Carol Watts, Custer CD; Tanya Gobbs, Dawson CD; Julie Goss, Richland CD;
Stephanie Carroll, Carter CD; Sandy Brown; Prairie CD; Renee Nelson, Wibaux CD; Liz Riter, Powder River
CD; Tess Irgens, Little Beaver CD.
The business meeting was concluded. The 2019 Area ll meeting will be held in Baker, MT. Date to be
determined.

Area II Treasures Report
With no deposits or withdrawals, the bank
account is currently at $333.14 Area II Dues
were invoiced and sent out the end of
September. Thank you!

Custer County Conservation District
3120 Valley Drive East
Miles City, MT 59301

Phone:
Email:

406-232-7905 ext. 3242
carol.watts@mt.nacdnet.net

2020 AREA II REPORT

Activities for the year:

Our officers are Walter Rolf, Chairman; Charley Bumgardner, Vice Chairman; Mike Toennis, Treasurer. Other supervisors are Ed Beyl,
Ed Bird, Ty Jones and Ron Watts. Our associate supervisor is Bill Griffin. Carol Watts is the administrator.
The District Conservationist position was recently filled by Danae Pinkerton. Nathan Hutson is the new Soil Conservationist . Shanna
Talcott from Broadus serves as the Supervisory District Conservationist.
The CCCD did an in-house audit before our regular October meeting. Because of Co-Vid it might not be done this year.
The District publishes a quarterly newsletter which is sent out by email and hard copy.
The trees season was successful despite restrictions for Co-vid with producers picking up their trees in a timely fashion. The tree
planter and fabric layer were rented out, fabric and staples were sold. The District has a livestock scale and a tree shear with a
grapple fork for rent. We sell ID books, wildlife escape ramps, flags, rain gauges and landownership maps.
The District serves as the fiscal agent for the Yellowstone River Conservation District Council. Walter Rolf attends meetings as our
representative. Carol writes minutes and pays bills, does financial reports. Time is spent working with grants, reports, billing, and
applications. One of the grants helps area administrators log 310 projects into a data base.
The Yellowstone River Conservation District Council has been hard at work helping irrigators across the watershed address natural
resource concerns. The irrigation Water Management work group chaired by David Pratt has worked with the Yellowstone and
Tongue River Irrigation District in Custer County and other irrigation districts out of the county. A meeting and tour of part of the T&Y
Canal was held October 18, 2019.
Check out the YRCDC website: www.yellowstonerivercouncil.org. This website is fun and easy to navigate, all the information from
the long Cumulative Effects Study (CES) is on it. The Yellowstone River Recommended Practices (YRRPs) are also included and will
be a great help to districts. Take some time and go exploring! Don Youngbauer, Rosebud CD, serves as Chairman for the Council.
There is also a separate report for the Yellowstone Conservation District Council submitted by Dan Rostad Coordinator and Aaron
Kolb, Conservation Associate.
Custer County Conservation District continues to have an agreement with Sweet Grass CD to use the services of their watershed
coordinator Dan Rostad for his leadership as Coordinator of the Yellowstone River Conservation District Council. This arrangement is
working very well.
Aaron Kolb, Conservationist Associate for the YRCDC is employed by the District and works with David Pratt, Chairman of the Irrigation Water Management Work Group and Sara Meloy, DNRC to identify, plan and implement opportunities for improvement in irrigation systems. This year the District also hired David Pratt and David Jewell as part-time employees.
CCCD contributed funds to Miles Community College to send a team to attend the International Society for Range Management
meeting. The students competed against other colleges in the United states. Because of Co-Vid they were not able to present their
posters from the competition the District board of supervisors.
CCCD also sponsored two teams to go to the Envirothon which was regretfully cancelled due to Co-Vid restrictions.
The Rolling River Trailer did not go out for presentations because of Co-Vid.
The District was involved with the 310/404 permit application for the mud slide on the BNSF railway tracks this spring and handled
4 other permit applications this year.
Two reserved water applications were presented to the board by Duane Claypool, DNRC. The applications were approved pending
acceptance by DNRC.
The District hosted a pollinator workshop, some of the seeds from the program were planted in the barrels in front of the building as
shown in the photo at right.
Submitted by Carol Watts, Administrator

Carol Watts

DAWSON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2020 AREA II ACTIVITIES REPORT

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Kenny Nemitz, Chairman
Clayton Walker, Vice-Chairman
Jim Ekland, Treasurer
Gene Evans, Supervisor
Todd Tibbitts, Supervisor
Hailey Cantrell, District Administrator
NRCS STAFF
Linda Peterson-Lohse, District Conservationist
Dave Winchell, Soil Conservation Technician
Sam Greenwalt, Area Civil Engineer
Tayler Scherr, Bird Conservationist

In the Fall of 2019, the Dawson County Conservation District recognized the Trangmoe
Angus Ranch as Outstanding Conservation Cooperators of the Year. A presentation and
award were given at the annual Farmer/Rancher Banquet hosted by the Glendive Chamber
of Commerce & Agriculture.
As in years past, the District began conservation tree sales last November and concluded
in March of this year. Around 2,000 trees were purchased with the majority being planted
for shelter belts in the county. The delivery and pick-up of orders seemed to go smoother
this year and we thank the NRCS Staff for their continued assistance. Gene Evans, one of
our Board Supervisors, also used the District’s Tree Planter to help landowners plant their
trees.
The DCCD, the NRCS, and the Dawson County FSA were unable to have a fair booth or our
annual Kids Day, hosted by Ekland Inc, this year due to the Corona Virus. We are looking
forward to educating the public next year!
And finally, the District continues to make farm equipment available for rent to farmers
and ranchers in the county. The Grass Drill is usually in highest demand. We also have
available for sale: Plantskydd Organic Pest Repellent for both gardening and commercial
application, Topographic & Aerial County Map Books, County Wall Maps, Range
Monitoring Stakes, and Bird Ramps for livestock water tanks.
Here’s to another successful year in conservation!
Hailey Cantrell, District Administrator

2020 Area II Meeting Report
Supervisors
Gene Smith, Chairman
Ben VerWolf, Vice Chairman
Floyd Huckins, Urban Supervisor
Bill Stevens
Jim Bowers
Gloria Rosencranz

Administrator
Liz Riter
NRCS
Shanna Talcott, DC
Corey Swenson, RMS
ABC
Elizabeth Emeline, CS

The Broadus Watercraft Inspection Station opened in May this year and closed in September.
Watercraft inspections are still available if an appointment is made for a time when the
inspectors are available. A lot of commercial boats stop at the station, either going to marinas
in-state or traveling through the state to ports on the west coast. Some of the commercial
watercraft are huge sailboats, cabin cruisers, pontoons, or Gran Prix racing boats. The personal
watercraft are motorboats, non-motorized boats such as kayaks, canoes, and paddleboards.
Kayaks were the big winner this year for frequency of arriving at the station. Drive-bys are a
problem, but our local FWP Warden is very helpful with bringing them back. This station is
important to our state since two highways converge just south of Broadus, therefore this station
is the first line of defense. Our inspectors enjoy working to keep our Montana waters clear of
aquatic invasive species.
The Coalbed Methane Protection Program is completed in Powder River Conservation District.
There is not enough money left in the DNRC budget to help producers. The last two claims were
inspected and then reimbursed in December of 2019. This allows more time for me in the office
to organize, work on projects, or help at the Watercraft Inspection Station. Don Sasse, who was
the coordinator for the CBMPPA, had taken a job with the Bureau of Mines and Geology.
PRCD has not had very many 310 Permits. More producers are applying for them and we are
learning a lot about how to fill out the forms, inspect the sites, when it is a project or not, what to
do to avoid problems, and how to help producers.
PRCD attended the NRCS TIP Outreach meeting for eligible producers and contractors. The
dinner was sponsored by the conservation district.
PRCD applied for a 223 Grant for weather stations. There is a shortage of reliable weather data
in Powder River County. We were denied the first time, but after I learned the process and made
some changes, PRCD was granted the money for 4 weather stations in our county to record our
weather data. These stations will benefit local producers to make more informed decisions about
their management, and agencies, both locally and nationally.

Richland County Conservation District
HIGHLIGHTS
Biological Releases
90 –Leafy Spurge
20- Canada Thistle
Trees sold - 5850
#1 Lilac– 720
#2 Ponderosa Pine –704
#3 Siouxland cottonwood– 680
5-310 applications
#1 project Pipeline removal on
Yellowstone river
11 cost share applications funded
# 1 request Stock water pipelines
12 weather stations updated

BOARD MEMEBERS

Danny Young-Chairman
Shawn Conradsen-Treasurer
Ervin Goss-Vice Chairman
Wade Whiteman– Weather
Stations
Don Iversen– Weed District
Tony Barone– Area 2 Director
Tom Ruffatto –DRWA Rep
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Pumpsite survey conducted on
the Missouri River

Missouri River Conservation Districts Council

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) intends to test the flows coming from Fort Peck
Dam in hopes it will benefit pallid sturgeon recruitment. The proposal originates from required Endangered Species Act consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, who issued a “no jeopardy” biological opinion in April 2018 on the condition that the Corps pursues the test flow. The Corps
must draft an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) outlining their proposals and the respective economic and environmental impacts of each. The Draft EIS was scheduled to be released in May and
involved raising the river flow to approximately 35,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) in June and then
substantially lowering the river flow to approximately 8,000 cfs by July 1. The first test flow is scheduled for July 2022. This is incredibly concerning for the approximately 160 pumps located downstream
from Fort Peck Dam, which provide irrigation for 70,000 acres of cropland between Richland, Roosevelt, Valley and McCone counties as well as the Fort Peck Tribes. Beyond the benefit to cropland, the
rural communities in this area depend heavily on the increased tax base irrigated land provides to
their local economies. Raising the river that high could flood pumps, electrical boxes, the roads to
access pumps, and in some cases, flood cropland itself; while the low flow will leave many irrigators
unable to access water at all. The impact caused by high flows dropping significantly in such a short
amount of time is equally, if not more concerning. When the high water drops, it expedites the process of erosion and deposits mass amounts of sediment into the river. This will require dredging and
extensive trench work in order to get pumps back up and running, all during prime irrigation season.
The Missouri River Conservation Districts Council successfully convinced the Corps to postpone the
release of their Draft EIS until after a thorough irrigation pump
site survey and economic analysis had occurred. MRCDC continued to play a critical role in coordinating those pump site surveys
and providing outreach to local irrigators. 60 total pumps were
surveyed between July 8-15 and another 60 are expected to be
surveyed by the end of August. The updated Draft EIS is scheduled
to be released in December after this information has been reviewed, which will initiate a 60-day public comment period. MRCDC
plans to hold public meetings to help irrigators and the public put
together their comments.
Important Dates to Remember-Missouri River Proposed Flow Test
Ft Peck EIS Schedule
• July/August 2020: Irrigation surveys completed

Dick Iversen– Associate
MRCDC Rep & DRWA
Julie Goss– District Administrator
Jamie Selting– NRCS District
Conservationist
Joe Lyseng– NRCS Planner

• December 2020: Draft EIS released for 60 day public review
• January/February 2020: Public Meetings
• August 2021: Final EIS posted
• October 2021: Record of Decision signed

Richland County Conservation District is continuing to monitor flows on the Missouri River. In
August, we were advised they would be reducing flows In order to conduct routine maintenance
on the power plant. These flows immediately impacted the irrigators on the Missouri and we
were able to encourage the USACE to increase the flow through the critical irrigation times of
August. Irrigators were able to get a good idea of what the flows would look like at their
pumpsite during the Flow test scheduled for 2022. Several irrigators were not able to access the
river with the low flow. Using the pump site survey and actual on site knowledge, everyone will
have a better idea of what the needs will be in order to irrigate during the flow test.

West Crane Aquifer Study
Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology is wrapping up the West Carne Aquifer Study. As of 2019
eight irrigation wells have been developed in the
area and groundwater samples collected indicate
good irrigation quality water. The ground water
level in the West Crane area is 2085 feet and
exceeds that of the Yellowstone River Alluvium
(1955 ft) by 130 feet. Fort Union Bed Rock acts
as a barrier restricting flow from the buried
aquifer to the lower elevation streams or ground
water. Recharge of the aquifer is through direct
infiltration of rainfall and snowmelt. The
extensive gravel and sand deposits exposed in
the channel allow for the rapid infiltration of run
off into the aquifer. Information was taken from
the West Crane Buried Valley Aquifer—A Hidden
Resource Information Pamphlet 13
~ Kevin Chandler and Jon Reiten
Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology

Noxious Weed TIP
Richland County targeted implementation
plan focuses on reducing leafy spurge and
Canada thistle impacts to the land and
landowners located in the Fox Creek
Watershed. Thirteen contracts were
written for the TIP Covering approximately
1000 acres of noxious weeds. Biological
and Chemical Herbaceous weed control
were implemented with the program.
Partners with NRCS on the project are the
Richland County Weed District, Richland
County Conservation District, USDA
Agricultural Research Center, Montana
Biocontrol Project and Richland County
Extension Service.

Richland County Conservation District is
Celebrating its 80th year of conservation work
with the landowners in Richland County We are
looking forward to many more years.
Our Current Supervisors have a combined total
of 136 years of volunteering for conservation.
Dan Young- 11 years
Ervin Goss- 13 Years
Shawn Conradsen- 10 years
Wade Whiteman- 5 years
Tony Barone- 39 years
Don Iversen- 35 years
Tom Ruffatto—23 years
Thank you for your dedication to Conservation.

Happy 80th Year!!!

There can be no greater issue than
that of conservation in this country.”
—Theodore Roosevelt
“

Fox Hills/ Hell Creek Project Update
Fox Hills/ Hell Creek Artesian well rehab program is in
the beginning stages. Covid 19 shutdown and quarantines have slowed the work on the well assessments.
Work began in mid September to assess over 35 wells
that were initially signed up at the landowner meeting
held last fall. Once the wells are assessed and rehab
plans are made we will be examining the needs, identifying if wells could fit with an NRCS TIP or if funds from the
grant will cover the costs of rehabbing the wells.
Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology are assisting the
Conservation District on this project.
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Test drilling south of Fox Creek has conﬁrmed that the West
Crane aquifer continues 22 mi southward to Burns Creek and
roughly parallels the Yellowstone River (ﬁg. 1). Sand and gravel ﬁlling the base of the buried valley store ample groundwater
to support well yields from 500 to 1,500 gallons per minute
(gpm). High-yield irrigation wells completed in the West Crane
aquifer allow farmers to grow a variety of crops in areas that
were previously dryland farmed.
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The West Crane aquifer is part of the Lower Yellowstone
buried valley (LYBV) aquifer system in Richland County,
Montana. The aquifer system, identiﬁed through a series of
recent studies by the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
(MBMG), includes the West Crane aquifer, the Sidney aquifer
to the north, and the Yellowstone River aquifer underlying the
present-day river valley east of Sidney and Savage (ﬁg. 1).
These aquifers supply water for domestic, municipal, industrial,
and irrigation use.
The LYBV aquifer system lies within ancestral river valleys cut
into the Fort Union bedrock (ﬁg. 2). These ancient valleys were
ﬁlled with glacial deposits during the ice ages, and hidden by
the erosion and deposition of modern streams.
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Figure 1. The West Crane aquifer extends northward to the Sidney
aquifer (Reiten, 2014 Rocky Mountain GSA).

Rapid irrigation development in the West Crane area prompted this
study of hydrologic conditions in the aquifer. A Ground Water Investigation Program (GWIP) project began in 2016, with goals to deﬁne
the aquifer size, water quality, and groundwater development potential. This report is ﬁrst in a series of project results and focuses on the
physical characteristics of the aquifer, including its dimensions and
the direction of groundwater ﬂow. The computer-generated bedrock
surface shows the West Crane buried valley. The ancestral stream
ﬂowed north indicated by the higher valley elevation at Burns Creek
as compared to where it passes under present-day Fox Creek (ﬁg. 2).
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Figure 2. Computer-generated image of the buried valley bedrock surface; color shades indicate bedrock elevation.
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There are eight irrigation wells in this
area as of 2019. Water quality in the
aquifer is compatible for irrigation in
most locations, although sampling has
indicated poor water quality with higher
salinity west of Dunlap Creek.
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The dashed line in ﬁgure 3 indicates the
location of the cross section showing
the West Crane aquifer relative to the
Yellowstone River (ﬁg. 4). At this cross
section, the groundwater level in the
West Crane aquifer (2,085 ft) exceeds
that in the Yellowstone River alluvium
(1,955 ft) by 130 ft. Fort Union bedrock
acts as a barrier, restricting ﬂow from
the buried valley aquifer to the lower
elevation streams or groundwater.
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The south section of the West Crane
aquifer has a groundwater divide southwest of Savage, Montana. From this
high point in the aquifer, groundwater
ﬂows north towards Fox Creek and
south towards Burns Creek. The hydraulic gradient is very low, as indicated by
the small change in water levels over
long distances (ﬁg. 3). The gradient
increases near Burns Creek, with a 60
ft drop between the last contour and the
creek 600 ft away.
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Figure 3. South section of the West Crane aquifer; color shading to show surface elevation.
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Figure 4. Cross section of the West Crane aquifer and its relation to the Yellowstone River Valley.
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As of 2019, the north area has eight
irrigation wells, with seven of the eight
located between Sears Creek and Fox
Creek. All groundwater samples collected in the north section indicate good
irrigation water quality.
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The aquifer is recharged through direct
inﬁltration of rainfall and snowmelt. The
stream channels crossing the aquifer
are dry, with surface ﬂow only during
large runoﬀ events from rapid snowmelt
or exceptional rain events. The extensive gravel and sand deposits exposed
in these channels allow for the rapid
inﬁltration of runoﬀ into the aquifer. The
watersheds drained by these tributary
streams cover an area many times greater the land overlying the aquifer.
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Groundwater in the north section of the
West Crane aquifer ﬂows northward
with alternating gradients (ﬁg. 5). Steep
gradients typically indicate areas where
the aquifer has lower transmissivity
(ability to transmit water), compared to
locations where the gradient is relatively
ﬂat, and the aquifer has greater transmissivity.
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Monitoring Current Conditions
We monitored 102 wells in the West Crane aquifer in 2019, and about 65 of these are dedicated monitoring wells equipped with water-level data loggers (ﬁg. 6). The loggers provide a continuous record showing groundwater levels and their response to use and
recharge. The two representative hydrographs shown here are from wells with long monitoring records (ﬁg. 7). Water levels in well
273796, located along CR111, show the background water-level trend in an area without irrigation development, from 2012 to 2019.
Well 234024, south of CR 115, is near the longest operating irrigation well in the aquifer, operational since 2011. The hydrograph shows
how groundwater draws down with irrigation pumping, then recovers annually. This long-term hydrograph documents water-level rises
related to recharge from the 2010–2011 snow pack and subsequent wet years. The water levels continued to rise during the ﬁrst 4 years
of irrigation pumping (2011–2015) and remain higher than 2009–2010 pre-irrigation levels.
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Figure 7. (A) The hydrograph of well 273796 shows increasing groundwater levels before irrigation development.
(B) The well 234024 hydrograph shows water-level changes from precipitation recharge in 2010–2011, and irrigation
pumping (dashed lines indicate periods of missing data).

Planning for the Future
As the West Crane aquifer is developed for irrigation, monitoring data will be critical for evaluating the cumulative eﬀects of pumping.
The hydrograph in ﬁgure 7B would show a very diﬀerent view of the water-level trends if only 2016–2018 data were available. Longterm, continuous records provide data necessary for evaluation of irrigation pumping and recharge events. We recommend continued
monitoring of water levels at select wells to support management of this groundwater resource.
The areas where dry streambeds cross the aquifer have good potential for aquifer storage and recovery (ASR). ASR refers to surface
modiﬁcation to increase aquifer recharge and store water for later use. If ﬂood water is temporarily impounded or spread in the channels
above the aquifer, a larger amount of streamﬂow could inﬁltrate, and be stored as groundwater for later use, or to increase groundwater
discharge to streamﬂow during dry periods.

More Information
For more information on the West Crane aquifer, contact:

For water rights information:

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, 101 Grand Ave., Billings, MT
59101

DNRC Water Resource, Glasgow Regional Oﬃce, 222
Sixth Street South, Glasgow, MT 59230

Jon Reiten, Senior Hydrogeologist, (406) 272-1608, jreiten@mtech.edu

(406) 228-2561

Kevin Chandler, Hydrogeologist, (406) 272-1605, kchandler@mtech.edu

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/water/water-rights/water-resources-regional-oﬃces

Ground Water Investigation Program, http://mbmg.mtech.edu/research/
gwip/gwip.asp
For well location, well logs, water quality, and hydrographs, go to:
Montana’s Ground Water Information Center, (GWIC) at: https://mbmggwic.mtech.edu/
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Prairie County Conservation District Supervisors
Delynn Meidinger – Chairman
Sandra K. Brown – Vice Chairman
Dave Schwarz – Supervisor
Tracey Feickert Dion – Supervisor
Lucinda Plaisted – Supervisor
Associate Supervisor – Quinn Haughian
Associate Supervisor – Dennis Teske
District Conservationist – Kathy Meidinger
Range Leader – Lon Reukauf
District Administrator – Sandra K. Brown
Phone: 406-635-5868
pcgd@midrivers.com
PO Box 622
Terry, Mt. 59349

The Prairie County Conservation District has a new District Conservationist, Kathy Meidinger
she was formally our technician. We know we can expect great things from Kathy and look
forward to working with her.
The Prairie County Conservation District processed four 310 permits this year and assisted on a
124 permit with FWP.
Prairie County CD applied through the 223 Grant Program for weather stations. We were not
successful with this application. We are pursuing other avenues to fund this project.
The Prairie County Conservation District is looking at the feasibility of additional irrigation
development. The PCCD holds 68,000 acre feet of water rights in the Yellowstone River. Citizens
currents use 8000 acre feet of reserved water. A grant was applied for through the Eastern
Plains Economic Council for a feasibility study to identify where the water could be drawn from
and appropriate power source to deliver the water. Survey was sent out to area producer to
determine how many acres could be developed and who would be interested in this project.
The first meeting of the Fallon Flat Irrigation District Feasibility Study was held on June 24, 2020

by the engineering firm contracted to conduct the feasibility study. Stay tuned for the results of
this study.
The Coal Bed Methane Project is now completed in Prairie County. An inventory of equipment
was taken and has been deemed satisfied.
A long range plan is being developed as a result of a survey sent out to 117 producers. This
survey explained the Long Range Plan Process / Targeted Implementation Plan Process. The
survey listed removal of windmills and replacing them with solar systems as a potential
resource concern. The survey also provided a place to list other resource concerns for the
individual producers.
The tree sales were a little more substantial this year. We also had orders for potted plants and
they were placed into existing shelter belts to replace dead trees.
The Prairie County Conservation District wishes everyone a safe year and hope to see all of you
again soon.

Submitted by,
Sandra K. Brown – district Administrator

# The Picture on the front page shows a 100 plus years ago the shape the stream was in
and the bottom picture is modern day. A wonderful example of what conservation can
accomplish.

Conservation Districts,
Though I wish I were able to meet each of you in person, it is with great pride that I get to introduce myself as
the new coordinator for MRCDC. I began working for the Council in mid-March after moving to Sidney where
I have an office space next to the Richland County Conservation District. I grew up on a registered Simmental
operation and studied political science and agricultural business at Montana State University before lobbying
for the Montana Farm Bureau Federation for three years. After less than a year with MRCDC, however, I can’t
think of a better cause than helping coordinate the efforts of our state’s greatest conservationists – Montana’s
farmers and ranchers. Despite a global pandemic, MRCDC has remained focused and productive and I’m
thrilled to report on the good work we’ve been doing within the Missouri River watershed.
 Ranching for Rivers is still accepting applications on a rolling basis. The program is designed to
assist landowners manage their riparian land by offering a 50% cost-share for fencing material, off-site
water infrastructure and developing grazing management plans. In 2020, Ranching for Rivers provided
cost-share funding for 5,300 feet of fencing, benefitting 35 acres of land and 3.5 miles of stream bank. It
also funded the development of grazing management plans for 2 landowners. More information on the
program as well the application can be found on SWCDM’s website.
 The CMR CWG is holding its first ever virtual meeting on October 22. The meeting will focus on
grasshopper management and includes a panel discussion with partners from APHIS and BLM. We
hope this meeting will help foster increased communication and collaboration amongst federal agencies
and landowners so that we can be better prepared for the next grasshopper infestation. A finalized
agenda will be shared with conservation districts soon and anyone interested is welcome to participate.
 The United States Army Corps of Engineers intends to test the flows coming from Fort Peck Dam in
hopes it will benefit pallid sturgeon recruitment. Their proposal, presented in March, was incredibly
problematic for the approximately 100 irrigators downstream of the Dam. With help from the Missouri
River Conservation Districts Council, local conservation districts were able to convince the Corps
that the information they were using to assess the economic impact to irrigators was both
inadequate and outdated. As a result, the Corps agreed to postpone release of the Draft EIS until
after they had completed a thorough pump site survey and economic analysis. Conservation
districts and MRCDC have helped coordinate the economic analysis and pump site surveys this summer.
Collectively, 102 irrigation pumps were surveyed. The Corps is reviewing this information before
selecting their preferred alternative in the Draft EIS, which will be published in December and initiate a
60-day public comment period. MRCDC plans to assist irrigators and other stakeholders participate in
the commenting process.
 A more thorough account of MRCDC’s work can be found in our 2019-2020 Annual Report which
is shared on our website, missouririvercouncil.info.
Sincerely,

Liv Stavick
MRCDC Coordinator
406-454-0056 or mrcdc@macdnet.org
Gallatin Conservation District
Broadwater Conservation District
Lewis & Clark Conservation District
Cascade Conservation District
Chouteau County Conservation District

Blaine County Conservation District
Big Sandy Conservation District
Fergus County Conservation District
Petroleum County Conservation District
Phillips Conservation District

Garfield County Conservation District
Valley County Conservation District
McCone Conservation District
Roosevelt County Conservation District
Richland County Conservation District

Montana Salinity Control Association (MSCA) received set-aside funding from the national USDANRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), for the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP). This specific funding will be used over a five-year period (starting in 2019) for new
salinity projects in Montana. Producers do not have to compete for regular EQIP funding.
MSCA staff conducts an initial site review with the producer to determine whether saline seeps are caused
by current farming practices or rule out those that form naturally with little to no influence from surface
land use. If farming practices cause a saline seep, MSCA can conduct a groundwater investigation,
installing a grid of shallow groundwater monitoring wells and an elevation survey of wells and relevant
surface points to determine ground water flow direction to isolate recharge area(s).
After the field investigation, the MSCA staff assesses the information to create a saline seep reclamation
plan, including a map delineating the recharge and discharge areas targeted for land-use change. Copies of
the plan are provided to the producer and to the local NRCS office. The producer can then proceed with
development of an Environmental Quality Incentives Program contract to implement conservation
practices to treat the identified recharge area. Funding has been allocated for all RCPP-EQIP projects.
Producers with an interest in reclaiming their saline seep problem areas should contact their local Conservation
District and NRCS staff, or contact Montana Salinity Control Association directly. An initial field review and
information about the program will be discussed and then a decision can be made if it is appropriate to proceed with
developing a RCPP reclamation plan. msca@3rivers.net 406-278-3071 PO Box 909 Conrad, MT 59425
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Hello Conservation Districts,
I truly wish we could all be together for these area meetings as it a great opportunity
to hear from CDs and discuss the opportunities for the upcoming year. Despite the
challenges 2020 has brought, we all have continued to assist the agricultural
producers of Montana. I believe this year has highlighted the importance of
partnerships and specifically the strength of the CD, NRCS, and DNRC partnership.
This “3-Legged Stool” is vital to deliver the work we all do together, and I believe
it is because of this we have been able to succeed in spite of the curveball we have
all been thrown. Below are a few highlights from NRCS and I look forward to
continuing our work together in the future.
Sincerely,
Tom Watson
State Conservationist

Montana Focused Conservation
As NRCS approaches the end of our fiscal year, I’d like to take the chance to update
you on the outstanding work done by partners, landowners, and NRCS staff at all
levels to continue fostering the growth of Montana Focused Conservation. On top
of the 40 FY19-20 Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs), 24 new TIPs have been
through multiple levels of review and deemed investment ready for FY21. These
new opportunities will be posted to the NRCS Montana website over the next
month. Several of these FY21 TIPs took partnership engagement to a new level and
were written by partners in collaboration with the local NRCS office. Thank you for
this innovative approach to MFC! Overall, the TIPs did a good job of keeping a
clear line of sight to the county long range plans and the Local Working Group
process. Many thanks to the Conservation Districts for being a huge part of the
Local Working Group process and the development of Long-Range Plans.
NRCS staff have been working tirelessly to complete the contracting phase of MFC
FY20. I’m very pleased to report that through TIPs, 195 applications have been
funded or 43% of all EQIP contracts in the state. More than $13 million has been
obligated, which amounts to 39% of NRCS Montana’s total EQIP allocation. This is
quite a feat and couldn’t have been possible without partner support of these
projects, which often take a community effort to tackle complex issues.

Covid-19
I recognize that the last 6 months or so have been challenging for both the NRCS
and Conservation Districts as we have navigated our way through the impacts of
Covid-19 on our ability to use office space and meet face to face. As you know,
USDA is using a phased, data-driven approach to re-open USDA Service Centers

An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Montana State Office
10 East Babcock
Street, Room 443
Bozeman
Montana, 59715
Voice 406.587.6811
Fax 855.510.7028

for in-person appointments. In Montana, about 90% of our offices are operating at
what we call Phase 3. The Phase 3 designation allows for producers to come into
our offices by appointment. Regardless of the Phase we are in, masks are required
in our USDA offices, including during all face to face interactions and in hallways,
common areas and restrooms where the minimum 6’ social distancing cannot be
ensured. Unfortunately, we still cannot allow Conservation District meetings to be
held in our USDA Offices. I want to assure you that we are committed to
delivering USDA programs and services to Montana’s farmers and ranchers while
taking safety measures in response to the coronavirus outbreak.

September 2020

Conservation Videos Available Online
11 new videos have been added to the Conservation for the Future video series that
highlights Montana’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners that are making a
difference on the land. Related feature articles will also be coming out later this
year. See past videos on the NRCS Montana website.

Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP)
NRCS recently created a new field and partnership-based mentoring program called
the Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP) to give new and
recently relocated field employees the opportunity to gain field experience
associated with local agricultural production. NRCS is looking for producers who
are passionate about conservation and teaching, and who agree to provide a safe
learning experience for program mentees.
The time commitment will be minimal, consisting of approximately 6 engagements
per year at the producer’s convenience. Producers will have the opportunity to
mentor employees through “on-the-land,” hands-on learning to help develop their
knowledge of:
o Common agricultural practices, equipment, inputs and other topics
o The types of challenges and decisions producers face day to day
o Local resource problems and concerns
o How producers have used conservation practices to address resource
problems
If you are interested in volunteering as a mentor, please contact Kyle Tackett at
kyle.tackett@usda.gov to learn more about the program and express interest in
participating.
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“Working relationships yield a
shared vision…”

The Yellowstone River Conservation Districts Council is comprised of
eleven member districts along the main stem of the Yellowstone
River. Our purpose is to provide local leadership, assistance, and guidance
for the wise use and conservation of the Yellowstone River’s natural
resources.
This purpose is founded on three fundamental precepts:
-The need for scientific information on which to base management decisions.
-The need for broad-based local, regional, and national input.
-The need for technical and financial assistance to address sustainable use
issues on the Yellowstone River.
During the past year, Council staff has been busy working with our partners
at USDA-NRCS, Montana DNRC, Montana FWP and MACD to assist local
Conservation Districts and their constituents by providing technical
assistance, education and outreach information, grant writing services all
meant to benefit natural resource conservation in the Yellowstone River
Corridor.
The Council has established two working groups to assist with
implementation of the Yellowstone River Cumulative Effects Analysis –
Recommended Practices.
The Invasive Woody Plant Control work group provides technical assistance
and support to local districts who are working in collaboration with local
weed districts to control Salt Cedar, Russian Olive and Common Buckthorn.
YRCDC assisted in a pilot project on the Yellowstone east of Livingston that
removed Russian Olive from more than 100 acres of infestation along the
river channel.
The Irrigation Water Management work group has been very successful by
providing technical assistance to local irrigation districts in MACD Areas 2, 4
& 6 affecting more than 33,000 acres of irrigated lands within four Irrigation
Districts and watershed areas. Through our technical assistance efforts
seven grants have been secured for these irrigation districts funding
engineering studies and infrastructure replacements. The Irrigation Water
Management work group has completed a 10-year strategic conservation
plan for Tongue & Yellowstone Irrigation District in Custer County and is in
the process of developing plans for Yellowstone Irrigation District and
Hammond Irrigation District in Treasure and Rosebud Counties.
For more information or to request assistance, please call Dan Rostad at
406.930.0594
Custer County Conservation District is the fiscal agent for the Council.

