Draft 9/14/20
Submitted by Flathead CD
A resolution for the study of erosion on the Flathead River
WHEREAS: The lower Flathead River in Flathead County is bordered by a substantial
privately-owned lands of agricultural, ecological, and economic importance; and
WHEREAS: Recreational use of the Flathead River has increased; and
WHEREAS: Many landowners and agricultural producers have recently reported substantial
increases in streambank damage from erosion; and
WHEREAS: Excessive erosion to Flathead River streambanks endangers important agricultural
lands, water resources, riparian vegetation, and aquatic systems.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: MACD work with local Legislators to introduce a resolution
at the 2021 Session of the Montana State Legislature for the study of erosion on the Flathead
River from the confluence of the North Fork and Middle Fork of the Flathead River to Flathead
Lake; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The study be conducted by a taskforce chaired
by the Flathead Conservation District and including these members: Flathead River Commission,
Flathead Basin Commission, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, and including at least two
members of the public representing recreation and agriculture groups; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Taskforce will compile existing data on the
causes and impacts of erosion on Flathead River. Further, the Taskforce will determine
information gaps and collect additional data, as necessary; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Taskforce will produce a report for
presentation to the 2023 legislature including conclusions and recommended measures to prevent
erosion to Flathead River streambanks within Flathead County.

DRAFT 9/14/20
Submitted by Lake County CD

A resolution to combine the Montana Association of Conservation Districts, a 501(c)(4) and
the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana, a (501(c)(3).
WHEREAS the 58 Conservation Districts formed a State Association in the 1940’s as a
501(c)(4) and formed a second association to hold property and manage programs in the 1970’s
as a 501(c)(3): and
WHEREAS the existence of two entities creates confusion regarding each entities purpose; and
WHEREAS the cost of operating two entities is more expensive than a single entity; and
WHEREAS the 501(c)(4) operates solely on dues from Conservation Districts and the 501(c)(3)
operates solely on program income; and
WHEREAS the 501(c)(4)’s ability to seek other sources of operating funds is limited because
entities that could donate operating funds will not contribute money to an organization that is
organized to lobby;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 501(c)(4) be dissolved, its assets be
transferred to the 501(c)(3) and that the name of the 501(c)(3) be changed to “The Montana
Association of Conservation Districts (MACD), all to become effective on January 1, 2021; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MACD will continue to provide member defined services as
well as hold property and manage programs.

Submitted by the Lake County Conservation District. Contact Heidi Fleury at 406-676-2841.

DRAFT 9/14/20
Submitted by Lake CD
A resolution to approve a set of bylaws for the new MACD
WHEREAS The Montana Association of Conservation Districts will be dissolved on January 1,
2021 and its assets conveyed to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana; and
WHEREAS the name of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana will be changed
to the “The Montana Association of Conservation Districts; and
WHEREAS a new set of bylaws is needed to reflect the combination of the two entities;
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the attached set of bylaws be voted upon by the
membership of MACD.

Submitted by the Lake County Conservation District. Contact Heidi Fleury at 406-676-2841.
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Hello Conservation Districts,
I truly wish we could all be together for these area meetings as it a great opportunity
to hear from CDs and discuss the opportunities for the upcoming year. Despite the
challenges 2020 has brought, we all have continued to assist the agricultural
producers of Montana. I believe this year has highlighted the importance of
partnerships and specifically the strength of the CD, NRCS, and DNRC partnership.
This “3-Legged Stool” is vital to deliver the work we all do together, and I believe
it is because of this we have been able to succeed in spite of the curveball we have
all been thrown. Below are a few highlights from NRCS and I look forward to
continuing our work together in the future.
Sincerely,
Tom Watson
State Conservationist

Montana Focused Conservation
As NRCS approaches the end of our fiscal year, I’d like to take the chance to update
you on the outstanding work done by partners, landowners, and NRCS staff at all
levels to continue fostering the growth of Montana Focused Conservation. On top
of the 40 FY19-20 Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs), 24 new TIPs have been
through multiple levels of review and deemed investment ready for FY21. These
new opportunities will be posted to the NRCS Montana website over the next
month. Several of these FY21 TIPs took partnership engagement to a new level and
were written by partners in collaboration with the local NRCS office. Thank you for
this innovative approach to MFC! Overall, the TIPs did a good job of keeping a
clear line of sight to the county long range plans and the Local Working Group
process. Many thanks to the Conservation Districts for being a huge part of the
Local Working Group process and the development of Long-Range Plans.
NRCS staff have been working tirelessly to complete the contracting phase of MFC
FY20. I’m very pleased to report that through TIPs, 195 applications have been
funded or 43% of all EQIP contracts in the state. More than $13 million has been
obligated, which amounts to 39% of NRCS Montana’s total EQIP allocation. This is
quite a feat and couldn’t have been possible without partner support of these
projects, which often take a community effort to tackle complex issues.

Covid-19
I recognize that the last 6 months or so have been challenging for both the NRCS
and Conservation Districts as we have navigated our way through the impacts of
Covid-19 on our ability to use office space and meet face to face. As you know,
USDA is using a phased, data-driven approach to re-open USDA Service Centers
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for in-person appointments. In Montana, about 90% of our offices are operating at
what we call Phase 3. The Phase 3 designation allows for producers to come into
our offices by appointment. Regardless of the Phase we are in, masks are required
in our USDA offices, including during all face to face interactions and in hallways,
common areas and restrooms where the minimum 6’ social distancing cannot be
ensured. Unfortunately, we still cannot allow Conservation District meetings to be
held in our USDA Offices. I want to assure you that we are committed to
delivering USDA programs and services to Montana’s farmers and ranchers while
taking safety measures in response to the coronavirus outbreak.
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Conservation Videos Available Online
11 new videos have been added to the Conservation for the Future video series that
highlights Montana’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners that are making a
difference on the land. Related feature articles will also be coming out later this
year. See past videos on the NRCS Montana website.

Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP)
NRCS recently created a new field and partnership-based mentoring program called
the Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP) to give new and
recently relocated field employees the opportunity to gain field experience
associated with local agricultural production. NRCS is looking for producers who
are passionate about conservation and teaching, and who agree to provide a safe
learning experience for program mentees.
The time commitment will be minimal, consisting of approximately 6 engagements
per year at the producer’s convenience. Producers will have the opportunity to
mentor employees through “on-the-land,” hands-on learning to help develop their
knowledge of:
o Common agricultural practices, equipment, inputs and other topics
o The types of challenges and decisions producers face day to day
o Local resource problems and concerns
o How producers have used conservation practices to address resource
problems
If you are interested in volunteering as a mentor, please contact Kyle Tackett at
kyle.tackett@usda.gov to learn more about the program and express interest in
participating.
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Celebrating 25 Years!
1995 - 2020
Our Mission: Uniting and supporting Montana’s watershed communities to promote healthy and
productive landscapes.
Staff: Ethan Kunard, Executive Director; Terri Nichols, Watershed Programs Coordinator; Kierra Davis,
Outreach and Communications Coordinator
2020/2021 Highlights:
Watershed Fund - The MWCC Watershed Fund provides direct support to our community-based
Partners for capacity-building, professional development, and on-the-ground projects. In most cases,
funding is available to network members who are watershed conservation partners (e.g., Conservation
Districts, watershed organizations, non-profits, etc.)
•

Upcoming Funding Opportunities
o Conservation Project Funding – Support for on-the-ground natural resource
conservation projects with private landowners in their watersheds. Awards up to
$30,000. Request for proposals announced October 1st.
o Nonpoint Source Projects for Big Sky Watershed Corps – Support for projects that
reduce nonpoint source pollution and implement Watershed Restoration Plans.
Available to Big Sky Watershed Corps host sites. Awards up to $10,000. Request for
proposals announced February 4th.
o Professional Development Funding – Exclusive to Conservation Districts, this funding is
available for organizations to acquire skills, knowledge, and resources relevant to
watershed and natural resource health in their communities. For more information, and
for a link to the online application form, visit MWCC’s Watershed Fund Professional
Development Support page.

Networking and Learning Opportunities
•

Summit to Stream: Connecting People, Water & Forests - The Montana Watershed
Coordination Council and Montana Forest Collaboration Network are joining efforts to host a 3day online Watershed and Forest Symposium/Workshop. This free event will bring land and
water conservation professionals and enthusiasts together to explore opportunities for
strengthening partnerships and improving on-the-ground work that supports healthy forests
and watersheds in Montana. You can register and learn more about the event by
visiting SummitToStream2020.org.
•
Winter/Spring Webinar Series – MWCC will be offering remote training
opportunities featuring technical content (e.g., conservation and restoration practices,
permitting considerations, etc.) as well as organizational development content (e.g., baseline
support for groups - developing better budgets, strategic planning, conducting better outreach,
etc.). More information available soon.

Conservation Districts,
Though I wish I were able to meet each of you in person, it is with great pride that I get to introduce myself as
the new coordinator for MRCDC. I began working for the Council in mid-March after moving to Sidney where
I have an office space next to the Richland County Conservation District. I grew up on a registered Simmental
operation and studied political science and agricultural business at Montana State University before lobbying
for the Montana Farm Bureau Federation for three years. After less than a year with MRCDC, however, I can’t
think of a better cause than helping coordinate the efforts of our state’s greatest conservationists – Montana’s
farmers and ranchers. Despite a global pandemic, MRCDC has remained focused and productive and I’m
thrilled to report on the good work we’ve been doing within the Missouri River watershed.
 Ranching for Rivers is still accepting applications on a rolling basis. The program is designed to
assist landowners manage their riparian land by offering a 50% cost-share for fencing material, off-site
water infrastructure and developing grazing management plans. In 2020, Ranching for Rivers provided
cost-share funding for 5,300 feet of fencing, benefitting 35 acres of land and 3.5 miles of stream bank. It
also funded the development of grazing management plans for 2 landowners. More information on the
program as well the application can be found on SWCDM’s website.
 The CMR CWG is holding its first ever virtual meeting on October 22. The meeting will focus on
grasshopper management and includes a panel discussion with partners from APHIS and BLM. We
hope this meeting will help foster increased communication and collaboration amongst federal agencies
and landowners so that we can be better prepared for the next grasshopper infestation. A finalized
agenda will be shared with conservation districts soon and anyone interested is welcome to participate.
 The United States Army Corps of Engineers intends to test the flows coming from Fort Peck Dam in
hopes it will benefit pallid sturgeon recruitment. Their proposal, presented in March, was incredibly
problematic for the approximately 100 irrigators downstream of the Dam. With help from the Missouri
River Conservation Districts Council, local conservation districts were able to convince the Corps
that the information they were using to assess the economic impact to irrigators was both
inadequate and outdated. As a result, the Corps agreed to postpone release of the Draft EIS until
after they had completed a thorough pump site survey and economic analysis. Conservation
districts and MRCDC have helped coordinate the economic analysis and pump site surveys this summer.
Collectively, 102 irrigation pumps were surveyed. The Corps is reviewing this information before
selecting their preferred alternative in the Draft EIS, which will be published in December and initiate a
60-day public comment period. MRCDC plans to assist irrigators and other stakeholders participate in
the commenting process.
 A more thorough account of MRCDC’s work can be found in our 2019-2020 Annual Report which
is shared on our website, missouririvercouncil.info.
Sincerely,

Liv Stavick
MRCDC Coordinator
406-454-0056 or mrcdc@macdnet.org
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