2019
Minutes

Area 1 Meeting Minutes
Sept. 18, 2019
Cottonwood Hotel, Glasgow, MT
Welcome & Introduction
Valley County CD chairman, Gene Granada, called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and welcomed
everyone. Introductions were made all around. Approximately 50 people were in attendance.

Business Meeting
Approval of 2019 meeting minutes:
The 2018 minutes were read. Gene Granada called for approval of the 2018 minutes. Dean Rogge,
Garfield County CD, moved to approve the minutes. Jody Mason, Valley County CD, seconded the
motion. Motion passed.
Karl Christians, DNRC, then showed a video of Mark Suta, MACD president, welcoming everyone to the
meeting. The audio portion of the video was not functioning, however.
Jim Simpson, MACD vice-president, presented written comments from Mark Suta. Suta thanked
everyone for being there. He acknowledged that all supervisors are volunteers and put a lot of time,
effort and their own money into what they do. He recognized the relationship between DNRC, NRCS and
the conservation districts, forming the three-legged stool. Mark pointed out that the MACD standing
committees are now stronger than ever. He said that a new executive director needs to be hired and
that executive director should be the driving force of MACD, not the board.
Longevity Awards:
Jim Simpson, handed out the longevity awards:
Five-year pin: Josh Murphy, McCone County CD
Ten-year pin: Nathan Shackelford, Sheridan County CD
25-year pin:
Jeff Wivholm, Sheridan County CD
30-year pin:
Monte Billing, Garfield County CD
Dean Rogge, Garfield County CD chairman, recognized the years of service that Monte has given to
Garfield County.
Election of Directors:
One position on the Area 1 MACD board of directors was open for re-election. Willie Bernard, Daniels
County CD, was re-elected by acclamation.
MACD state convention door prize from Area 1:
Gene Granada asked for discussion about what type of fund-raising prize Area 1 should provide for the
MACD state convention. Jim Simpson clarified what the prize is, saying that there will be no auction by
MACD at the convention. Dusty Olson, Garfield County administrator, described the plans for the
MACDEO fund-raiser. It will be a “county fair” oriented fund-raiser, with each area hosting a booth at
the fair. It was decided that the CD’s in area 1 would discuss what type of booth they wanted at their
upcoming monthly board meetings, and their respective administrators would organize the booth.

Resolutions:
There were nine resolutions presented at the meeting, all from Valley County CD.
Resolution 19-04: Declare Wolves a Predator in Eastern Montana
Gene Granada asked for a motion to approve the resolution. Ron Garwood, Valley County CD, so moved.
Monte Billing, Garfield County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Resolution 19-05: Requesting the BLM Complete an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental
Impact Statement Concerning Its Filing on Pre-Existing Water Rights
Ron Stoneberg, Valley County CD, commented, stating that ranchers on BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) land have been there over 100 years. He mentioned the “First in time, first in use”
standard. He also said BLM did not put the land to “beneficial use.” He added that BLM should file an
EIS.
Tom Watson, DNRC state conservationist, asked for comment from DNRC. Mark Bostrom, DNRC,
referred to the “Pettiborne decsion,” stating that he did not want to comment.
Steve Wandraas, McCone County CD, moved that the resolution be approved. Laura Kiehl, Petroleum
County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Resolution 19-06: Requesting the BLM Deny the American Prairie Reserve (APR) Proposal to Remove
Interior Fences and Graze Bison/Buffalo Year Round
During the discussion, Ron Stoneberg, Dean Rogge, Monte Billing, Jody Mason commented. Gene
Granada said that Valley County CD has never been opposed to what APR does on private land, the
concern is with public land.
Karl Chrisians, DNRC, suggested changes to the resolution.
Ron Stoneberg, moved that the resolution be amended to change it from “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
the MACD requests the BLM to protect the soil, water, economy and livelihoods in our districts by
conducting an EIS that will address the concerns of all our constituents.” to “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
the MACD requests the BLM to protect the soil, water, economy and livelihoods in our districts by
denying APR’s proposal to remove interior fences and graze year round.”
Hanna Redfield, Valley County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Jody Mason, Valley County CD, moved that the resolution be approved as amended. Joe Gibson, Garfield
County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Resolution 19-07: MACD to Adopt Rules Allowing Resolutions from the Floor at Annual Convention
Before discussion of Resolution 19-07, Dean Rogge, described the Urgency Resolution Procedures
already in place with MACD. He then asked if the existing procedures would be sufficient. There was
discussion on how to browse existing resolutions already in place with MACD. Gene Granada suggested
that this be added to supervisor training.
Gene Granada then asked for a motion to approve Resolution 19-07. No motion was put forward and
Resolution 19-07 died.

Resolution 19-08: Reduce the Size of the MACD Board
Gene Granada asked for discussion on this resolution. Dean Rogge stated he is in favor of an 18-member
board. He thinks the board representatives should visit CDs, and three board members would make this
logistically easier to do. Milo “Buzz” Mattelin, Roosevelt County CD, said that the reason the change was
made years ago to an 18-member board was to get new members on the board. Gene Granada
explained that reducing the board to 12 members was actually a compromise, as Valley County CD
wanted to reduce the board to six members. Tom Watson, NRCS, asked Gene Granada how he would
make the change to a 12-member board. Gene replied that the members would vote at the state
convention. Andrew Kretschmer, Sheridan County CD, said that he agreed with Dean Rogge.
Gene Granada asked for a motion to approve Resolution 19-08. There was no motion put forward, and
Resolution 19-08 died.
Jody Mason, Valley County CD, asked for clarification about removing a standing MACD board member.
Jim Simpson, MACD vice-president, stated that there is no mechanism for doing so.
Resolution 19-09: Fund the Modernization of St. Mary’s Diversion
Gene Granada asked for discussion. Steve Wanderaas described the history of the St. Mary’s diversion.
Dean Rogge added that Montana is 100 years behind Canada in renovating the diversion. Ann Kulczyk,
DNRC, said it would cost $40 million to replace the diversion, and that it was not one of the five priority
projects. Ron Stoneberg asked Tom Watson to comment. Tom stated that NRCS is on board to get the
deputy chief of programs on a tour of the project, but RCPP projects are limited to $10 million each.
PL566, long term water conservation money, is a viable option. Milk River Watershed Alliance Project
proposals are due at the end of December. Mark Bostrom said that this is a high priority for the state
and DNRC. Steve Wanderaas said he is in favor of this resolution.
Gene Granada asked for a motion to approve Resolution 19-09. Steve Wanderaas, McCone County CD,
made the motion. Ron Stoneberg, Valley County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Resolution 19-10: Acquire PILT Funds for Reservation Lands
Gene Granada asked for a motion to approve the resolution. Ron Stoneberg, Valley County CD, so
moved. Hanna Redfield, Valley County CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Gene Granada, called a halt to the resolution approval process in order for the attendees to hear from
Irma Nansel.

Guest Speaker
Irma Nansel, Planning & Environmental Coordinator, Miles City BLM Field Office gave a talk about
“Composing an Effective Public Comment and the Basics of the Freedom of Information Act.”
After Irma Nansel’s presentation the attendees had lunch. During lunch, the audience heard the partner
reports.

Partner Reports:
DNRC:
Mark Bostrom, administrator for the Conservation and Resource Development Division (CARDD) of
DNRC, gave the report. He recapped the 2019 legislative session, concerns and challenges going
forward, and introduced DNRC staff. Mark stated that they had expected a $200,000 boost in budget to
make up for shortfalls from the previous session. Instead, they received a $400,000 increase, plus
$500,000 for aquatic invasive species control, plus additional funds for pollinators. In all they received
over one million dollars in extra money. Mark gave high praise to Dan McGowan, former executive
director of MACD, for his work during the legislative session, saying there was close communication
between DNRC and MACD. Mark stated that he is concerned about the base funding for the
conservation districts and its dependence on the coal severance tax. Power plants are shifting to natural
gas. He is not sure how the issue will resolve itself. Mark mentioned the potential for taxes from other
sources such as renewable energy. He also said DNRC and the conservation districts will need to
consider other sources of funding such as endowments and private donations. Mark introduced Jason
Garber, Mary Hendrix, Ann Kulczyk, Karl Christians, Lance Clark, Autumn Coleman and Laurie Zeller.
MRCDC:
Casey Gallagher, coordinator for MRCDC, spoke about her work. She mentioned the saltcedar work, and
the “Living on the Banks” website, plus working with FWP, the Army Corps of Engineers and Valley
County Conservation District.
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks:
Mark Sullivan, FWP, talked about aquatic invasive species (AIS) and chronic wasting disease. He said of
the AIS, the zebra mussel is the main concern. He mentioned FWP has 45 check stations across the state
to monitor AIS, and the cooperative agreement with the conservation districts has been working very
well. He mentioned specifically working with Garfield County CD and McCone County CD and the
outstanding job both have done. The Nashua station, monitored by McCone County CD, carried out
1970 inspections to date, including 522 high risk boats. The Flowing Wells station, monitored by Garfield
County CD, carried out 2346 inspections to date, with 215 high risk boats. One contaminated boat was
found at Flowing Wells. Garfield County CD also monitored the station at Wibaux. The origin of chronic
wasting disease (CWD) is unknown, but was first identified in the 1960s. It is caused by a prion, and is
spread naturally in the environment. Mule deer, especially older bucks, are the most susceptible, but
white-tailed deer and elk are also susceptible. It was first found in Montana in the 1990s at a game farm
near Missoula. In 2017 it was found south of Billings and in the Sweet Grass Hills. It was found along the
Highline in 2018 and in 2019 had leapfrogged to Libby. FWP has established CWD monitoring zones in
Montana. The goal is to keep the incidence of CWD at 5% or less in each zone. This will be done with a
liberal (longer) hunting season, culling older bucks, and restricting the movement of carcasses between
monitoring zones. FWP is increasing testing this year. The testing is expensive, however FWP will help
hunters with the test. The Montana livestock lab is gearing up to test for CWD. Sullivan also spoke about
feral hogs. He emphasized that it is counterproductive to shoot feral hogs, as they quickly become adept
at avoiding humans. Steve Wanderaas, McCone County CD, stated that this is a serious problem, with
hogs coming from Canada and possibly also hauled in from the South. He said that the Montana Invasive
Species Council is starting to look at this. Steve also thanked the CDs for hosting the AIS stations.

Montana Salinity Control Association (MSCA):
Jane Holzer, MSCA, talked about their activities. She said Northeast Montana is a hotspot for saline
seep. MSCA was approved for a five-year program, for over one million dollars, to convert saline seep
areas to perennial forage from annual crop. There is a potential for a producer to receive $29 per acre to
convert cropland to perennial forage. Jane is hoping to do 60 such projects over the five-year period.
Montana Watershed Coordination Council:
Dusty Olson, Garfield CD administrator, described the work the council is doing. The watershed fund will
put out a request for proposal this fall for projects on private land. There will be a watershed symposium
Oct. 14-16.
Montana Department of Environmental Quality:
Hannah Riedl, MT DEQ, spoke about nonpoint source monitoring. The monitoring is the first step in the
water quality improvement process. Total maximum daily load (TMDL) is useful in developing locally
driven water source restoration plans. The volunteer monitoring program provides funding to volunteer
monitoring projects to help improve watershed restoration planning. Funding is available to
conservation districts. Hannah also talked about the state toxic algae bloom program and said to contact
the DEQ if you suspect a toxic algae bloom (HAB: harmful algal bloom).
National Resources Conservation Service:
Tom Watson, NRCS state conservationist, acknowledged members of NRCS present at the meeting. He
stated that Montana NRCS is six months into its field office realignment and that they are continuing the
transition. Watson briefly described the Montana Focused Conservation approach and that voluntary
conservation is best done with local input. He called 2019 a transitional year. He said they are trying to
get ahead of this with Targeted Implementation Plans (TIP). He also mentioned increased engagement
and locally based work group processes. He said NRCS is offering training to CDs, and providing
facilitators to do this. He mentioned that things are getting better with the staffing shortfall and that
190 of 250 positions have been filled. He said job openings are posted and open. He also said that even
though positions are posted, they are not always filled. He said it is difficult to recruit to some
communities in Montana because no applicants want to live in those communities. He said homegrown
positions are an option, but that this takes time. Watson also mentioned the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the DNRC and Conservation Districts. He said NRCS is working on a template,
but that it will be the same for the whole state. He cannot craft 58 different MOUs. If there is a need
beyond the MOU, then this must be covered with additional agreements. He also addressed the issue of
CD personnel in NRCS offices. He emphasized that the office space is NRCS space and that if a CD plans
to add personnel, it must consult with NRCS to ensure there is adequate room.
DNRC Montana State Nursery
Brian Quilter, MT seedling nursery, said that the nursery is adding new species of seedlings this year,
and they are working more with containerized seedlings, especially expanding their offerings of
deciduous containerized seedlings. He also said that they will no longer be able to FedEX large
containerized seedlings, but must deliver them by truck. They will not be delivering to all counties, but
can deliver to nearby counties if necessary.

After the partner reports, the final two resolutions were addressed.
Resolution 19-11: Ensure That Counties Receive PILT Funds
Gene Granada asked for comments. There were no comments. Gene asked for a motion to approve the
resolution. Ron Stoneberg, Valley County CD, so moved. Hanna Redfield, Valley County CD, seconded
the motion. Motion passed.
Resolution 19-12: Impose a Moratorium on Lands Purchased by the State of Montana
Gene Granada asked for discussion. Discussion revolved around which entities acquired land in
Montana, such as the BLM, the state, and others. Mark Bostrom stated that the goal of DNRC was to
maximize revenue from State Lands, and that land exchange was based on preserving value, rather than
acre-for-acre.
Gene Granada asked for a motion to approve the resolution. No motion was put forward, and
Resolution 19-12 died.
MACD/SWCDM State of the Union:
Jim Simpson, MACD vice-president, spoke in place of Mark Suta. Jim said that the resolution process is
broken right now, but hopefully it will be fixed by state convention. He gave an overview of the
resolutions presented at other area meetings. There is a resolution from Cascade CD to combine
SWCDM and MACD. Jim supports this, as does Mark Suta. Jim said there is a lot of confusion about
SWCDM and MACD as separate entities.
Jim also gave the MACD report. MACD is currently searching for an executive director. They will have
three phone interviews next week. SWCDM lost two staff members in June. Mike Hanson is chair of the
SWCDM board. They moved quickly to hire a director in order to avoid the risk of losing funding for
projects. Stephanie Adams was hired and will start at the end of September. Jim also mentioned that the
state convention will be in Kalispell this year. He described the raffle ticket process and said that this is a
means for building a lobbying fund for MACD.
MACD dues process proposal:
Dean Rogge, Garfield County CD, described the proposal in place to revamp how dues are assessed for
MACD members. There will be a minimum of $750 and a maximum of $17,000 charged as dues. He said
that the monthly budget will be sent to the districts each month. Dean also said that he will run for
MACD vice president at the convention. Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD, asked why there will be a review of
the dues proposal after three years, rather than after one year. Dean responded that this will be taken
into consideration. Dean asked that everyone read through the proposal and be prepared to vote at the
state convention.
Supervisor training:
Laurie Zeller, DNRC, talked about future training for CD supervisors, and then introduced Lance Clark,
DNRC, to do today’s training. Lance led the group through supervisor training, aided by Mary Hendrix,

DNRC, and Andrew Kretschmer, Sheridan County CD. This included a series of four questions about the
roles of supervisors and administrators.
After the training session, Gene Granada asked for a motion to adjourn. Jody Mason, Valley CD, so
moved. Hannah Refield, Valley CD, seconded the motion. Motion passed.

2020
Proposed
Resolutions

Area One Resolution 20-01
DRAFT 9/14/20
Submitted by Valley CD
Resolution 20-01: Requesting the Montana Legislature stop basin adjudications by
the Montana Water Court until the vested surface stockwater rights are adequately
addressed in the Montana Water Use Act.
WHEREAS The Montana Conservation Districts are mandated by statute (75-15-102
MCA) to protect the soils, water, citizens, and economic base of Montana; and
WHEREAS the Montana Legislature passed the Montana Water Use Act (Act) in 1973
which changed established historic Montana water law, extinguished vested property
rights, and did not adequately address surface stockwater rights; and
WHEREAS the new agency (Department of Natural Resources and Conservation)
charged with cataloging and storing existing water rights misinterpreted the new law to
divest ranchers of their vested historic water rights on their Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) administered allotments, and
WHEREAS the Montana Water Court recently upheld this misinterpretation of the Act to
illegally give ranchers' vested water rights to the BLM (Montana water law requires the
applicator to divert the water and put it to beneficial use before a water right is issued the BLM does neither);
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Montana Association of Conservation
Districts (MACD) recommends the basin adjudications currently in progress by the
Montana Water Court be stopped until the surface stockwater problems can be addressed;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the MACD requests legislation be drafted that recognizes
the pre-1973 historic vested water rights and ensures these property rights are protected
and upheld by all applications and interpretations of the Montana Water Use Act; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the MACD requests an amendment be made to the Act
that addresses surface stockwater rights on BLM administered allotments.

Area One Resolution: 20-02
Submitted byValley CD
VCCD resolution Providing Critical habitat thru the Milk River system for
Pallid Sturgeon
WHEREAS the Pallid Sturgeon is one of the rarest fishes in North America
(Kallemeyn, 1983) and was federally listed as endangered in 1990 decline by
isolating pallid sturgeon populations, altering flow regimes, and reducing habitat;
The Pallid Sturgeon is known only to occur in the Missouri River, the Mississippi
River downstream of the Missouri River, and the lower Yellowstone River;
WHEREAS the Milk River is ecologically important to the Missouri River
downstream of Fort Peck Dam as it contributes flows, sediment, and warmer water
temperatures necessary for the recovery of the Pallid Sturgeon (USFWS, 2013);
WHEREAS the Fort Peck Adaptive Management Framework (U.S. ACE, 2018) lists
temperature enhancement using Milk River and spillway flows as an adaptive
management strategy to manage flows from Fort Beck Dam in order to address
pallid sturgeon;
WHEREAS Environmental groups have filed suit against U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation and the Fish and Wildlife Service for
operating dams on the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers in such a way that
endangers the pallid sturgeon. Lawsuits that impact the operation of the Missouri
River Mainstem Reservoir System will have a direct impact on irrigation operations,
municipal water systems and citizens that rely on managed water flow in the entire
Missouri River Mainstem;
WHEREAS the St. Mary Canal was constructed in 1917 and is used to divert water
through a series of syphons from the St. Mary River to the Milk River which can
contribute up to 80 percent of the flows in an average year;
WHEREAS the St. Mary Canal is over 100 years old and in need of over hall to
continue to provide a reliable source of water for the Milk River which supports
municipal water supplies, irrigation, habitat and recreation along Montana’s HiLine;
WHEREAS in May 2020 Drop 5 of the St. Mary Canal suffered a catastrophic
failure and as a result no water is being diverted into the Milk River resulting in
water shortages for Canada and Montana’s Hi Line;
WHEREAS the current cost share agreement between project beneficiaries
(irrigators) and the federal government is cost prohibitive for the irrigators to afford

the $200,000,000 estimated cost of design and replacement of the St. Mary Canal
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts (MACD), on
behalf of its members:
1. urges the National Association of Conservation Districts to advocate on behalf
of the water users in the Milk River and Missouri River Mainstem for rapid
response from the Administration to allocate funds and resources to rehabilitate
the St. Mary Canal; and
2. urges the National Association of Conservation Districts to lobby the
Administration and Congress to adjust the cost allocation formula that currently
assess irrigations 74% of all maintenance, repairs and rehabilitation.
Submitted by: Valley Conservation District, Gene Granada Chairman, 54059 US
Hwy 2 W, Suite 2, Glasgow, MT 59230, (406) 228-4321 Ext. 101
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service identified actions to restore habitat connectivity as
part of the Pallid Sturgeon Recovery Plan (USFWS, 2013) including “Evaluate need
for passage of Pallid Sturgeon at Vandalia Diversion Dam, Milk River. Restore
passage at Vandalia Diversion if deemed necessary for Pallid Sturgeon recovery.”
The current design and management of the St. Mary Diversion for the Milk River
Project is the primary factor affecting bull trout in the St. Mary Recovery Unit
(Mogen and Kaeding 2005b, Mogen et al. 2011). The St. Mary Diversion is operated
by BOR and recovery actions identified as necessary to conserve bull trout include:
(1) constructing a screen at the St. Mary Diversion to eliminate entrainment of up to
600 bull trout per year (Mogen et al. 2011); and (2) development of fish passage
facilities to facilitate upstream migration, especially to access Boulder Creek, the
single most abundant local population.
https://www.fws.gov/pacific/bulltrout/pdf/Final_Saint_Mary_RUIP_092915.pdf

Area One Resolution 20-03
DRAFT 9/15/20
Submitted by McCone CD
A resolution to have NACD talk with North and South Dakota CDs about a coordinated
program for AIS prevention.
WHEREAS the Zebra and Quagga Mussels are progressing westward into waterways in North
Dakota and South Dakota; and
WHEREAS an aquatic invasive species introduction into Montana would have a significant
impact on Montana waters; and
WHEREAS a coordinated regional approach would benefit all participating States;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That NACD talk to the North Dakota Association of Soil
Conservation Districts and South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts about
participating in a coordinated program for Aquatic Invasive Species prevention.

Submitted by the McCone Conservation District. Contact Diane Black at
406-485-2744 X 100

Partner
Reports

Montana Salinity Control Association (MSCA) received set-aside funding from the national USDANRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), for the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP). This specific funding will be used over a five-year period (starting in 2019) for new
salinity projects in Montana. Producers do not have to compete for regular EQIP funding.
MSCA staff conducts an initial site review with the producer to determine whether saline seeps are caused
by current farming practices or rule out those that form naturally with little to no influence from surface
land use. If farming practices cause a saline seep, MSCA can conduct a groundwater investigation,
installing a grid of shallow groundwater monitoring wells and an elevation survey of wells and relevant
surface points to determine ground water flow direction to isolate recharge area(s).
After the field investigation, the MSCA staff assesses the information to create a saline seep reclamation
plan, including a map delineating the recharge and discharge areas targeted for land-use change. Copies of
the plan are provided to the producer and to the local NRCS office. The producer can then proceed with
development of an Environmental Quality Incentives Program contract to implement conservation
practices to treat the identified recharge area. Funding has been allocated for all RCPP-EQIP projects.
Producers with an interest in reclaiming their saline seep problem areas should contact their local Conservation
District and NRCS staff, or contact Montana Salinity Control Association directly. An initial field review and
information about the program will be discussed and then a decision can be made if it is appropriate to proceed with
developing a RCPP reclamation plan. msca@3rivers.net 406-278-3071 PO Box 909 Conrad, MT 59425

Celebrating 25 Years!
1995 - 2020
Our Mission: Uniting and supporting Montana’s watershed communities to promote healthy and
productive landscapes.
Staff: Ethan Kunard, Executive Director; Terri Nichols, Watershed Programs Coordinator; Kierra Davis,
Outreach and Communications Coordinator
2020/2021 Highlights:
Watershed Fund - The MWCC Watershed Fund provides direct support to our community-based
Partners for capacity-building, professional development, and on-the-ground projects. In most cases,
funding is available to network members who are watershed conservation partners (e.g., Conservation
Districts, watershed organizations, non-profits, etc.)
•

Upcoming Funding Opportunities
o Conservation Project Funding – Support for on-the-ground natural resource
conservation projects with private landowners in their watersheds. Awards up to
$30,000. Request for proposals announced October 1st.
o Nonpoint Source Projects for Big Sky Watershed Corps – Support for projects that
reduce nonpoint source pollution and implement Watershed Restoration Plans.
Available to Big Sky Watershed Corps host sites. Awards up to $10,000. Request for
proposals announced February 4th.
o Professional Development Funding – Exclusive to Conservation Districts, this funding is
available for organizations to acquire skills, knowledge, and resources relevant to
watershed and natural resource health in their communities. For more information, and
for a link to the online application form, visit MWCC’s Watershed Fund Professional
Development Support page.

Networking and Learning Opportunities
•

Summit to Stream: Connecting People, Water & Forests - The Montana Watershed
Coordination Council and Montana Forest Collaboration Network are joining efforts to host a 3day online Watershed and Forest Symposium/Workshop. This free event will bring land and
water conservation professionals and enthusiasts together to explore opportunities for
strengthening partnerships and improving on-the-ground work that supports healthy forests
and watersheds in Montana. You can register and learn more about the event by
visiting SummitToStream2020.org.
•
Winter/Spring Webinar Series – MWCC will be offering remote training
opportunities featuring technical content (e.g., conservation and restoration practices,
permitting considerations, etc.) as well as organizational development content (e.g., baseline
support for groups - developing better budgets, strategic planning, conducting better outreach,
etc.). More information available soon.
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Hello Conservation Districts,
I truly wish we could all be together for these area meetings as it a great opportunity
to hear from CDs and discuss the opportunities for the upcoming year. Despite the
challenges 2020 has brought, we all have continued to assist the agricultural
producers of Montana. I believe this year has highlighted the importance of
partnerships and specifically the strength of the CD, NRCS, and DNRC partnership.
This “3-Legged Stool” is vital to deliver the work we all do together, and I believe
it is because of this we have been able to succeed in spite of the curveball we have
all been thrown. Below are a few highlights from NRCS and I look forward to
continuing our work together in the future.
Sincerely,
Tom Watson
State Conservationist
Montana Focused Conservation
As NRCS approaches the end of our fiscal year, I’d like to take the chance to update
you on the outstanding work done by partners, landowners, and NRCS staff at all
levels to continue fostering the growth of Montana Focused Conservation. On top
of the 40 FY19-20 Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs), 24 new TIPs have been
through multiple levels of review and deemed investment ready for FY21. These
new opportunities will be posted to the NRCS Montana website over the next
month. Several of these FY21 TIPs took partnership engagement to a new level and
were written by partners in collaboration with the local NRCS office. Thank you for
this innovative approach to MFC! Overall, the TIPs did a good job of keeping a
clear line of sight to the county long range plans and the Local Working Group
process. Many thanks to the Conservation Districts for being a huge part of the
Local Working Group process and the development of Long-Range Plans.
NRCS staff have been working tirelessly to complete the contracting phase of MFC
FY20. I’m very pleased to report that through TIPs, 195 applications have been
funded or 43% of all EQIP contracts in the state. More than $13 million has been
obligated, which amounts to 39% of NRCS Montana’s total EQIP allocation. This is
quite a feat and couldn’t have been possible without partner support of these
projects, which often take a community effort to tackle complex issues.
Covid-19
I recognize that the last 6 months or so have been challenging for both the NRCS
and Conservation Districts as we have navigated our way through the impacts of
Covid-19 on our ability to use office space and meet face to face. As you know,
USDA is using a phased, data-driven approach to re-open USDA Service Centers
An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
Montana State Office
10 East Babcock
Street, Room 443
Bozeman
Montana, 59715
Voice 406.587.6811
Fax 855.510.7028
September 2020

for in-person appointments. In Montana, about 90% of our offices are operating at
what we call Phase 3. The Phase 3 designation allows for producers to come into
our offices by appointment. Regardless of the Phase we are in, masks are required
in our USDA offices, including during all face to face interactions and in hallways,
common areas and restrooms where the minimum 6’ social distancing cannot be
ensured. Unfortunately, we still cannot allow Conservation District meetings to be
held in our USDA Offices. I want to assure you that we are committed to
delivering USDA programs and services to Montana’s farmers and ranchers while
taking safety measures in response to the coronavirus outbreak.
Conservation Videos Available Online
11 new videos have been added to the Conservation for the Future video series that
highlights Montana’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners that are making a
difference on the land. Related feature articles will also be coming out later this
year. See past videos on the NRCS Montana website.
Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP)
NRCS recently created a new field and partnership-based mentoring program called
the Conservation Agricultural Mentoring Program (CAMP) to give new and
recently relocated field employees the opportunity to gain field experience
associated with local agricultural production. NRCS is looking for producers who
are passionate about conservation and teaching, and who agree to provide a safe
learning experience for program mentees.
The time commitment will be minimal, consisting of approximately 6 engagements
per year at the producer’s convenience. Producers will have the opportunity to
mentor employees through “on-the-land,” hands-on learning to help develop their
knowledge of:
o Common agricultural practices, equipment, inputs and other topics
o The types of challenges and decisions producers face day to day
o Local resource problems and concerns
o How producers have used conservation practices to address resource
problems
If you are interested in volunteering as a mentor, please contact Kyle Tackett at
kyle.tackett@usda.gov to learn more about the program and express interest in
participating.
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Conservation Districts,
Though I wish I were able to meet each of you in person, it is with great pride that I get to introduce myself as
the new coordinator for MRCDC. I began working for the Council in mid-March after moving to Sidney where
I have an office space next to the Richland County Conservation District. I grew up on a registered Simmental
operation and studied political science and agricultural business at Montana State University before lobbying
for the Montana Farm Bureau Federation for three years. After less than a year with MRCDC, however, I can’t
think of a better cause than helping coordinate the efforts of our state’s greatest conservationists – Montana’s
farmers and ranchers. Despite a global pandemic, MRCDC has remained focused and productive and I’m
thrilled to report on the good work we’ve been doing within the Missouri River watershed.
 Ranching for Rivers is still accepting applications on a rolling basis. The program is designed to
assist landowners manage their riparian land by offering a 50% cost-share for fencing material, off-site
water infrastructure and developing grazing management plans. In 2020, Ranching for Rivers provided
cost-share funding for 5,300 feet of fencing, benefitting 35 acres of land and 3.5 miles of stream bank. It
also funded the development of grazing management plans for 2 landowners. More information on the
program as well the application can be found on SWCDM’s website.
 The CMR CWG is holding its first ever virtual meeting on October 22. The meeting will focus on
grasshopper management and includes a panel discussion with partners from APHIS and BLM. We
hope this meeting will help foster increased communication and collaboration amongst federal agencies
and landowners so that we can be better prepared for the next grasshopper infestation. A finalized
agenda will be shared with conservation districts soon and anyone interested is welcome to participate.
 The United States Army Corps of Engineers intends to test the flows coming from Fort Peck Dam in
hopes it will benefit pallid sturgeon recruitment. Their proposal, presented in March, was incredibly
problematic for the approximately 100 irrigators downstream of the Dam. With help from the Missouri
River Conservation Districts Council, local conservation districts were able to convince the Corps
that the information they were using to assess the economic impact to irrigators was both
inadequate and outdated. As a result, the Corps agreed to postpone release of the Draft EIS until
after they had completed a thorough pump site survey and economic analysis. Conservation
districts and MRCDC have helped coordinate the economic analysis and pump site surveys this summer.
Collectively, 102 irrigation pumps were surveyed. The Corps is reviewing this information before
selecting their preferred alternative in the Draft EIS, which will be published in December and initiate a
60-day public comment period. MRCDC plans to assist irrigators and other stakeholders participate in
the commenting process.
 A more thorough account of MRCDC’s work can be found in our 2019-2020 Annual Report which
is shared on our website, missouririvercouncil.info.
Sincerely,

Liv Stavick
MRCDC Coordinator
406-454-0056 or mrcdc@macdnet.org
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Daniels County Conservation District
Area Meeting Report
Oct. 1, 2020

Board of supervisors: Garrett Lund, Willie Bernard, Cale Handran, Neill Crandell,Rob Fladager,
Alycia Nathe

• Tom Hagan, DCCD supervisor since 2002, resigned from the board.
• Willie Bernard serves as liaison to the Montana Salinity Control Association. He also serves as an
Area 1 representative for MACD.

• NRCS and DNRC personnel provide valued mentoring and expertise.
• We produce a newsletter sent to about 320 producers and other interested parties.
• In October, several supervisors and the administrator attended a workshop on the threat of Palmer
Amaranth to area agriculture.

• Willie Bernard and administrator Mike Bjarko attended the DNRC leadership seminar in Billings
in January. Willie and Mike also attended a feral swine workshop in Glasgow.

• DCCD created a facebook page in January.
• DCCD sold about 3,100 trees this spring. This year we continued our Tree Day Sale, which has

been very well received by the public. Pheasants Forever personnel and public volunteers helped
with the Tree Day Sale.

• This spring, DCCD began working with the Montana Biocontrol Project to control Canada thistle
with Puccinia punctiformis, a rust disease of Canada thistle.

• DCCD is working with the City of Scobey and DNRC personnel to complete an urban tree survey.
Though the survey has been postponed due to the COVID 19 issue, we plan to continue when
feasible.

• DCCD worked with a local landowner to plant a demonstration plot consisting of a pollinator mix,
plus rows of individual grass and forb species. We hope to use this for future educational
conservation days.

• DCCD sells various conservation related items, including tree mesh, rain gauges and ownership
books. The district also rents a tree planter, mesh layer, no-till grass drill, tree spade, seed
spreader, and tractor.

• DCCD holds public board meetings on the second Wednesday of each month.
• Each year, DCCD donates $100 to the Daniels County 4-H Council. DCCD also donated $300 to
the Montana Biocontrol Project.

GARFIELD COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2019-2020 HAPPENINGS
 Held monthly board meetings.
 We worked with FWP to run two AIS watercraft inspection stations
 Continuing with the CMR Pilot Project.
 Continuing to work with the BLM Community Assistance program to host a fire mitigation
crew that works to preventatively protect homes and other structures.
 Partnered with BLM on a cooperative weed agreement grant to manage invasive and noxious
weeds in the county.
 Finishing our project with MWCC to host a sub grant program to provide financial assistance
to host sites for BSWS members who can help build AIS focused activities.
 The Environmental Contingency grant is being used to address weed infestations
 We helped a producer work with MSGOT on a lease agreement.
 We sell plant ID books, land ownership maps, wildlife ramps, trees and tree supplies. We
continue to care for trees at the county fairgrounds.
 In the office we rent a no-till drill, ATV sprayer and ATV broadcast seeder
 The district has representation on the DRWA, City and County Planning Boards, MWC,
MWCC, CMR CWG, MACD (also on the EO), CEMIST, and MRCDC
 With Covid 19 restrictions and district administrator taking maternity leave, things have been
a bit slower this year.

McCone CD 2020 Area Report
Chairman - Steve Wanderaas, Rural Supervisors – Josh Murphy, Greg Nagel,
Quinn Hardy, Jana Haynie Urban Supervisors – Ken Ehli and Michael Hoy
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•
•
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•

Held a regular Conservation District board meeting on the first Wednesday of the
month
Administers the Soil Health Grant; 10 projects were completed along with many
workshops in 2020; 2 projects approved in 2020 are still ongoing. Funding still remains
so contact McCone CD for details.
Administrator is a Regional Coordinator for the Central and Eastern
Montana Invasive Species Team
Partners with FWP to operate the Nashua Watercraft Inspection Station
Administers the Funding for Watercraft Inspection Stations to protect the
eastern Boarders of Montana against Aquatic Invasive Species. Funded
stations include Broadus (Powder River CD) and St. Xavier (Big Horn CD).
Special Station projects were gravel at Nashua (McCone CD), Permanent
power at Wibaux (Garfield CD) and Flowing Wells (Garfield CD).
McCone CD participates in the Charles M Russell Community Working Group
Participated in the Circle Ag Show
Attended all Administrators training
Conducted Education and Outreach at local Ag Show
Assisted NRCS in the Local Working group meeting
Annual Tree Sale
We sell land ownership maps, rain gauges and Plantskydd repellent.
Rental Equipment available: Post Pounder, 24.5 gal and 55 gal sprayers.
*With the coronavirus (COVID-19) affecting communities and families around the world, this is a difficult time for
all of us. Our top priorities are the safety of our team, minimizing the spread of the virus, and mitigating effects on
our business and ability to serve your needs.

 Held regular Conservation District board meeting every last Monday of the month with at least 4

board members present. Urban Supervisor Ralph Corbett and Elected Supervisors Brenda
Brady, Nathan Descheemaeker, Jay King, Laura Kiehl, Rodney Rowton, and Associate Supervisor Diane Ahlgren continue to support the District as well as serve on several committees.

 Serve as employer for the Musselshell Watershed Coalition coordinator, Missouri River CD Coun-

cil Coordinator and three Winnett ACES coordinators.

 Hired a District Technician position to help provide continued assistance to our producers on the

various on the ground projects that we have going on in the district. This position is partial
paid for by a District Development Grant which has been partnered with an NACD Technical Assistance Grant to provide for two years of time at this point.

 Participated in the Musselshell Watershed Coalition meetings, projects and served as project

sponsor for the WaterSmart Grant, Watershed Management Grant, Montana Watershed Coordination Council Capacity Grant and Gauging Station Funding.

 Participate in the Winnett ACES group, served as a sponsor for National Fish and Wildlife Foun-

dation Grant, World Wildlife Fund Capacity Grant and a USDA NIFA Grant for the BeefMT Pilot
Project, a board member serves on their conservation committee, and the district serve as their
bookkeeper.

 Continued support for the Missouri River Conservation District Council (MRCDC). Sent represent-

atives to the council’s quarterly meetings and District Administrator serves as council secretary.

 Continued involvement with the CMR Community Working Group meetings and events. Have a

supervisor also on the Sage Grouse subcommittee and the MSCOT.

 Participate in the Central and Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team and hold funding for op-

erational and outreach for the group.

 Served as the host site for Two Big Sky Watershed Corp member for the partnership between

Musselshell Watershed Coalition, the District & Missouri River CD Council. This year the members worked on Artesian Wells, Salinity Monitoring, CMR Outreach Campaign, and Weed Mapping project for the Musselshell Basin.

 Continued Outreach through District FaceBook and District Website.
 Sponsored the local Envirothon team.
 Held educational events for local producers and partnered with Winnett ACES on educational

events.

 Fuels Mitigation Program in conjunction with BLM, SMDC and DNRC. Completed work on the 79

Trail Ingress/ Egress project in the northern portion of our county to treat 47 acres for fuel load
reduction. This year we will be burning the slash piles and working on continued outreach to local landowners.

 Was awarded a MUCFA grant to continue putting together our watering system for our tree

planting at our local rodeo/ fair grounds and softball field.

 Working with one of the local Irrigation Districts on a Capital Improvements Plan, RRGL project,

weed mapping, and will be working on water monitoring. Starting to work with a second set of
irrigators on a large diversion and head-gate upgrade project.

 Will have a wildlife/ range biologist working here in the office through partnerships with Partners

for Fish and Wildlife, Pheasants Forever, Winnett ACES, Northern Great Plains Joint Venture,
World Wildlife Fund, NRCS, and the District.

Roosevelt County Conservation
District Annual Report
2020

2020 TREE SALES

2020 NO TILL DRILL

The Roosevelt County Conservation Districts

The No Till Drill was rented by several

tree sales were down this year.

Producers in our area. Approximately

Approximately 1675 trees were sold

400 acres were seeded.

along with four rolls of fabric.

PUMP SITE SURVEYS
The United States Army Corps of Engineers planned to test flows coming from
Fort Peck Dam to study benefits of Pallid Sturgeon recruitment. It was requested that
the Corps perform pump site surveys to determine the impact to Producers who use
pump sites for irrigating their crops. The Corps began performing irrigation pump site
surveys in July. As of the end of August a total of 102 surveys had been completed
downstream of Fort Peck Dam. An updated draft Economic Impact Statement is expected
to be released in December; the Missouri River Conservation District Council plans to
hold public meetings once this information has been reviewed.

SHERIDAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICt

2020 Area I Meeting Report


2020 SCCD Board: Chris Westergard, Nathan Shackelford, Blake Rasmussen, Jeff Wivholm, Terry
Fink, Lon Michels, Daryn Andersen Associate Supervisor: Jon Bolstad
Administrator: Tahnee Benson Field Tech: Andrew Kretschmer
o

o
o
o
o
o

















Chris Westergard, SCCD Chairman, serves as our liaison to the Montana Salinity Control Association, as
well as Northern Pulse Growers Association.
Jeff Wivholm serves as an Area One Director for MACD.
Blake Rasmussen serves as a representative for the Sheridan County Planning Board.
Jon Bolstad continues to serve on the Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority Board.
Nathan Shackelford serves on the local 4H Horse Committee, as well as the Ag Advisor Counsel for
Plentywood Schools.
Lon Michels serves as an ag rep on the Board of Directors for the local Stockman Bank.

Andrew Kretschmer, a previous Big Sky Watershed Corp member, has served as the field technician
for SCCD since 2017. Andrew stays busy with soil sampling (including pH levels), aquifer
management, and various outreach projects.
Board Supervisors, Jeff Wivholm, attended the 2019 the MACD Convention in Billings last November,
as well as the 2020 Leadership Training in January.
Due to COVID restrictions, Sheridan and Roosevelt County CDs were forced to cancel their annual
Froid Research Farm Field Days. Plans to host the 2021 Field Days are underway.0
The District launched a soil sampling service six years ago. The GPS based program offers repeat
sampling to ensure accurate year-to-year soil health and nutrient comparisons. With over 80 soil
samples collected this year, the program continues to be an asset to producers.
The annual tree sale went well – over 3,000 trees were sold. Due to the increasing popularity, the
District is planning to offer a mid-April and late May pick up option next year, as well as a community
tree sale offering single tree sales as opposed to bulk/bundled sales.
SCCD continues the management of the Clear Lake Aquifer, a 15,479 acre-foot groundwater
reservation granted to the District in 1994. The program utilizes a series of 185 water wells to
monitor the activity of the aquifer. This year, the District received one new request for a groundwater
permit.
SCCD hosted a photo contest in which the winner’s photo would be featured on our Sheridan County
landowner map books. The theme chosen this year was “Welcome to Sheridan County” and the
District received over 300 breathtaking submissions. The winner was chosen via public vote on the
District’s Facebook page.
The District continues to sell wildlife escape ramps made by the Plentywood FFA. In addition, the
District offers landowner books, wall maps, flags, tree mesh, Paul Brown moisture probes, and books
such as “Weeds of the West” and the “Sibley Field Guide for Birds”.
The District holds its monthly meetings the second Tuesday of every month.

Phone: (406) 765-1801

Website: sheridancountycd.com

Email: sheridancd@madcnet.org

54059 US Highway 2 W, Suite 2
Glasgow, MT
59230-2846
Phone: (406) 228-4321 Ext. 101
vccdmt20@gmail.com

Board Members: Gene Grenada, Chairman, Jeff Pattison, Vice Chair, Jody Mason, Ron
Garwood, Ron Stoneberg, Hanna Redfield, Opheim Urban (currently vacant), John
Bach, Treasurer, Ft. Peck Urban
We meet 2nd Wednesday of every month. We’ve been creative with our meeting spots
during COVID-19. Our board did not meet in April, but were able to hold meetings the
rest of the time following the socially acceptable guidelines.
Standard procedure
• The VCCD reviewed approximately six 310 permits.
• VCCD works with MRCDC and MRWA (Milk River Watershed Alliance) on a
continual basis. Above and beyond our other shareholders in the conservation
effort.
• VCCD continues to sell trees.
• VCCD offers land ownership books, tree planting supplies, plant ID books, etc
• VCCD rents a no-till drill, tree planter, and post pounder to area producers. This
is something we are trying to move away from though. We suffered high dollar
vandalism to our CaseIH Farmall B 30 HP tractor as it sat at offsite storage.
Events
• Co-hosted Range Health workshop in Opheim with NRCS
• 310 permit workshop in Glasgow
• Feral hog workshop in Glasgow
Spotlight
• VCCD board has a Bison Ordinance amendment on November ballot.
• Education on the complexities of water rights and especially those on federally
owned lands.
• The failure of St. Mary’s Irrigation diversion system and the impacts to producers
and recreationalists in Valley County is a huge concern to our board.
• VCCD will serve as the financial administrator for the Milk River Watershed
Alliance and work closely with the MRWA coordinator.
• Communicate, Coordinate and Collaborate with federal agencies such as the local
NRCS, Glasgow BLM Field Office and the CMR Wildlife Refuge.

