
MACD Education Committee Meeting 
May 6, 2020, 10 am  
Via Conference call 1-888-575-2051 
 
Committee Members:   Elisha Dempsey, Melissa Downing, Tony Barone, Rick Van 
Dyken, Bill Naegeli, Bob Peterman, Pam Liggett 
 
Members Present 
Elisha Dempsey 
Bob Peterman 
Pam Liggett 
 
 

Others Present 
Chris Evans 
Karl Christians 
David Martin 
Mary Hendrix 
Laurie Zeller 

 
Chair Elisha Dempsey opened the meeting at 10:04 am. 
 
Scholarships-The committee members who are not present have not given any 
feedback to the committee on the scholarships as of yet.  Ligget’s opinion is that as long 
as the applicants have met all the qualifications, and there are only 2, she thinks they 
should both get them.  Peterman said that he reviewed them again and ran them by his 
board and they all agree with him.  His vote is to not award them.  Dempsey said that 
they can further discuss the scholarships at next week’s full meeting with more input 
from the rest of the Committee.  Martin cautioned that not awarding when they meet 
the qualifications that were stated could be a problem.  If the committee is going to 
change the required qualifications, that should be clear up front, with a new application 
round. 
 
Resolutions-there are some unknowns as to what the District Ops committee will do 
with that policy, and when Evans contacted Pat Anderson, she indicated that they 
weren’t quite ready to send it out to CDs.  Martin wanted to know what the MACD 
board guidance was for Education Committee as far as resolutions.  Dempsey 
responded that they wanted to know recommendations on renewing activity, keeping 
them on record, or whether to sunset them.  Recommendations made today will go to 
the full Education Committee on May 13 for final recommendations from the 
Committee. 
 
06-03  did not pass, so no action needed 
09-11  Dempsey asked if the group knew any background on this resolution.  Martin 
and Christians gave some feedback: the Realtor’s Association apparently didn’t want to 
do anything with this.  Dempsey remembered a county in the state where people who 
bought houses received a welcoming packet which included CD related information, 
including 310 permits.  Peterman and Evans both said this one should be kept on the 



books and we should keep working on it.  It seems that CDs are working on this 
sporadically and on an individual basis across the state. 
Recommendation: sunset this with the idea of moving forward with CDs working on 
getting this information out to the Realtors Associations again.   
10-08  There was discussion about what work may or may not have been done on this 
resolution.  Evans indicated that the no wake zones on the rivers in Lewis & Clark 
County have been instituted by other agencies.  Individual counties/CDs have done 
some of their own regulating since this was passed.  There was discussion about 
shifting this resolution to a more appropriate committee.  Martin reflected that as well, 
that the other committee could work with the education committee on moving forward 
on needed education components.   
Recommendation:  Forward to the water committee for review and the Education 
Committee can work with them on any education component. 
10-09  This resolution has been pretty effectively completed, with check stations all over 
the state.  Liggett said that this is ongoing.  She isn’t sure that it should be sunsetted yet 
since the program is on-going.  Dempsey said that she knows that there’ve been some 
problems in the eastern part of the state especially and she’s not sure that all of the 
roads coming into the state are getting covered.   
 Martin asked for clarification about what the committee is looking for, if the 
activity required by the actual resolution is complete.  There is a task force that is doing 
a good job.   
 Committee would like some updates on the activities on this.  We need to notify 
all the Conservation Districts that we are reviewing this resolution and make sure they 
are involved in the process if necessary.  We could also find out if they feel that they 
need some assistance in their area on this issue.  Stephanie (DNRC) AIS person could 
potentially give us an overview of how CDs and DNRC are involved.  Zeller said 
there’s a group of CDs that have directed where the legislative money should go, 
working with FWP.  Right now, all of the CDs that were targeted except Beaverhead CD 
have signed on to that project.  Updates are available on the AIS website.   
 Liggett said there is an active committee working on this on the statewide level. 
Recommendation: keep on record with updates on the current activities, adding 
committee/council links to an update on this resolution. Liggett will talk to Steve 
Terrell about an update. 
12-07  Christians thinks the status on this resolution should be renew activity.  Evans 
said that new State Conservationists will have different ideas about things as they come 
into the state, that it’s important to have some kind of documentation so that continuity 
in the partnership activities is maintained.   
 Hendrix asked if this is something that is ongoing, maybe it could be made into a 
policy versus renewing activity as a resolution.  Peterman will make the 
recommendation to the MACD board to create a policy book from resolutions that 
become policy to clarify the working relationships such as those stated in this 
resolution. 



Recommendation: Renew activity, potentially in the form of creating some kind of 
policy book from resolutions as appropriate to clarify working relationships such as 
those in this resolution. 
 
13-11  There was some discussion about this.  Recommendation to look at this one at 
next week’s meeting, maybe we revisit this idea with some changes. 
Evans recommended sunsetting this particular resolution with the idea that we as a 
committee could move forward with this idea focusing on CD projects and various 
collaborative efforts versus just the collaborative work between CDs and watershed 
groups.  Evans will ask Sunni Heikes-Knapton about more history on this resolution 
and activities that have (or have not) continued.  The framework of this resolution could 
become a part of an Education Committee workplan as we move forward. 
Recommendation:  Tabled pending more feedback from the committee members. 
14-03  Renew activity recommended from Christians.  Evans can’t recall anything 
pertaining to her CD on this one, and can’t remember hearing much about it.  Christians 
can talk to Dean Rogge about this and maybe direction on where it could go from here.  
Martin said that he’s not clear on the goal of this, and how the Committee could do 
something with it.  Might be good to revisit and re-evaluate what can be done.  He’ll let 
the committee know what Rogge’s opinion.   
Recommendation:  Table this one and move forward later.  Most likely sunset or renew 
activity with clarification. 
16-05  Currently being worked on, renew activity-Keep going.  This should be put on 
the Committee’s workplan for updates from those working on the project.  Look at 
uploading Heidi Fleury’s pollinator information to a website (CDB/EO?) for CDs to 
reference since so much of this documentation, forms, etc. have already been created. 
Recommendation:  Renew activity and assist as needed to make as much information 
as possible available to Conservation Districts across the state. 
18-02  Christians gave some background on Bighorn CD—they’ve agreed to be not only 
the CD board, but the Weed board too.  It would be good to follow up with Bighorn on 
this resolution.  We should also contact the Montana Weed Control Association in 
hopes of improving/increasing collaboration with their group and individual CDs and 
Weed Districts.  Martin said that the Weed Control Association probably has an 
education committee that we could meet with about this resolution topic. Peterman said 
his CD has a local workgroup meeting every year and they invite the weed people and 
everyone, and they all contribute to the meeting. 
Recommendation:  Renew activity and add updates from MWCA on moving forward 
collaboratively.    Martin will work on reaching out to the MWCA.  Dempsey will talk to 
Dean Rogge about this resolution, and where his CD sees its status. 
 
There was discussion during the meeting about how some of these resolutions just 
don’t seem to fit within the Education Committee’s territory.   Zeller said that it is 
because there was an effort to spread the workload out a bit.   Hendrix asked if in light 
of this, we should get the more appropriate committee involved with it.  Dempsey said 



that while some don’t fit the Education Committee, if they are redirected to the 
appropriate committee, we should stay involved if there is an education component to 
the resolution.  
 
Hendrix asked about continuity in operations as committee chairs change.   As far as 
Dempsey can tell, there hasn’t been continuity so that’s an unknown.  Hopefully having 
these meeting notes available to the next chair of the committee will be helpful.   
 
Having a committee workplan that shows changes/updates over time would really be 
helpful for the future committee chairs and members. 
 
It was concluded that each resolution in the library should have a status update 
recommendation from the committee, with brief notes updating work that was done, 
with web links etc. as pertinent.  The Education Committee will add this to the agenda 
for another meeting.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:11 pm. 


