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National Ag Day a reminder of 
importance of Montana Ag 

National Agriculture Day is celebrated every year on March 15. This 
day is not only an opportunity to thank a farmer and rancher, but it’s 
also a chance to remember the importance of agriculture in Montana. 

Agriculture’s economic impact has been fairly good the last few years. 
Since 2012, Montana farmers and ranchers grew the industry by $1 
billion or 25 percent, going from $4.23 billion to $5.25 billion in the value 
of agricultural products sold by producers according to U.S. Census of 
Agriculture and National Agricultural Statistic Service. Commodity 
prices have slipped recently, yet opportunities for Montana agriculture 
continue to grow. 

Over the last year some of the highlights include: 

• Led nation in lentil and dry pea production; 
• Near record sugar beet harvest; 
• 3rd in wheat production; 
• 2nd in organic acreage; 
• 11th in cattle and calves; 
• $2.2 billion in crop production value; 
• $2.18 billion in livestock production value; 
• 2nd in honey production with 191 registered beekeepers; 
• 100th year of the state hail insurance program; 
• $2.2 million and 201 noxious weed grants awarded; and 
• 191 producers participating in the Noxious Weed Seed Free 

Forage Program. 

There are a total of 27,500 farms and ranches, with an average size of 
2,171 acres, in Montana. Nearly all are family farm and ranch 
operations. Montana ranks second in the nation for the most acres of 
land used by farms and ranches at 59.7 million acres. 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Full_Report/Census_by_State/Montana/index.asp
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Full_Report/Census_by_State/Montana/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Montana/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Last month, the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks (FWP) 
Commission unanimously 
approved funding for a Channel 
Migration Easement on the lower 
Yellowstone River in Richland 
County.  

The easement, which is the first of 
its kind in Montana, was 
developed by the Montana Land 
Reliance in cooperation with FWP 
and Montana Aquatic Resources 
Services (MARS), will use funds from 
Western Area Power 
Administration.  

The project will benefit fisheries of 
the lower Yellowstone including 
the endangered pallid sturgeon by 
prohibiting armoring the river bank 
within the easement area and 
allowing the river to migrate 
naturally. 

The 89.5-acre easement will allow 
the river to migrate across its 
floodplain by prohibiting bank 
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armoring or otherwise restricting 
the flow of the river.  

Maintaining the connection of the 
river and its floodplain provides 
significant benefits to native fish 
and wildlife including the 
endangered pallid sturgeon, 
maintains groundwater storage 
and discharges, conserves riparian 
vegetation and facilitates nutrient 
cycling.  

The proposal was not met without 
some criticism, however, namely 
from adjacent landowners 
concerned that allowed erosion 
may affect operation of their 
irrigation ditches. 

The Montana Land Reliance will 
hold and steward this easement in 
perpetuity. This is the first of many 
CMEs MARS plans to purchase 
from willing landowners along the 
Yellowstone. For more information 
on the CME visit the MARS website. 

 

MARS receives funding for first channel 
migration easement in Montana 

DEQ seeking comments 
on water quality report  

The Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality is 
accepting public comment on 
Montana’s 2016 Draft Water 
Quality Integrated Report. The 
report documents the state’s 
water quality conditions for the 
years 2013–2014 as required by 
the federal Clean Water Act. 
Comments will be accepted 
during a 60-day public comment 
period from March 14 through 
May 13, 2016. 

The entire report can be viewed 
at cwaic.mt.gov.  

The Integrated Report summarizes 
the current water quality status 
and trends for waterbodies under 
the jurisdiction of the State of 
Montana, including lakes, 
reservoirs, rivers, and streams. It 
does not include waterbodies on 
tribal lands. It also contains a 
summary of state water quality 
information and an overview of 
Montana’s water pollution control 
efforts. 

A schedule for preparing water 
quality improvement plans, 
known as TMDLs, is included in the 
report’s Appendix B, the 303(d) 
list.  This sub-set of waters is not 
fully supporting one or more 
beneficial uses. A TMDL is a plan 
for restoring and protecting water 
quality. 

DEQ prepares this report every 
two years for EPA approval. 
Comments from the public and 
interested parties will be used to 
prepare the final report for 
submittal to EPA.  

CWAIC.MT.GOV 

Photo by Alexa Althoff / Williston Herald 

http://montanaaquaticresources.org/montana-fish-wildlife-commission-approves-funding-for-yellowstone-river-conservation-easement/
http://cwaic.mt.gov/
http://www.swcdmi.org
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UM researcher suggests pine beetles 
may be positively affecting forests 

1

From the Missoulian: The 
mountain pine beetles pinned 
inside Diana Six's lab in the 
Bioresearch Building on campus 
are little, the size of Tic Tacs. 

The research the University of 
Montana professor of forest 
entomology and pathology is 
doing on the insects is big.  

In the West, the mountain pine 
beetle is a villain, destroying acres 
and acres of trees. The insects 
have moved all the way up to 
the Yukon and the Rockies of 
British Columbia, and they're 
making their way across the 
continent in a sweep that's 
devastating forests, Six said. 

"It isn't until recently that I thought 
there would be anything good in 
this," Six said Tuesday at her lab 
on campus. 

In the past couple of years, she 
developed a new hypothesis 
related to the effect the beetles 
are having on forests in the face 
of climate change. The tiny 
brown bugs she took a shine to as 
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a child could hold a key that 
unlocks a genetic code that will 
help forest managers strengthen 
the next generation of trees. 

"Maybe they're going to be the 
ones to help our forests adapt to 
the future," Six said. 

Here's the hypothesis that Six and 
Clare Vergobbi, a junior in 
ecological restoration, are 
working under: Beetles can tell 
the difference between a strong 
tree and a stressed one, and they 
are removing trees that are less 
able to adapt to climate change. 

"We think they're going after the 
ones that are not dealing with 
current conditions very well," Six 
said. 

Six is working on lodgepole pine, 
and Vergobbi is working on 
whitebark pine. They've been 
taking tree cores and looking at 
their growth rates in different 
years under different conditions, 
such as weather and rainfall. 
READ MORE 

USDA Finalizes CSP 
Rule 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will publish a 
final rule on the Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP), 
USDA’s largest conservation 
program that helps agricultural 
producers voluntarily improve the 
health and productivity of private 
and Tribal working lands. These 
rule changes will make the 
program more flexible and 
responsive to the unique needs of 
farmers and ranchers in each 
region of the U.S. 

CSP was reauthorized in the 2014 
Farm Bill and is administered 
through USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service.  USDA published an 
interim final rule on November 4, 
2015, and accepted public 
comments through January 20, 
2015.  USDA received nearly 500 
comments from 227 respondents 
on the interim final rule and 
evaluated the comments in the 
development of the final rule. 

The final rule, published in the 
Federal Register March 10, 2016, 
responds to public input and 
makes permanent the changes 
that were made in the interim 
final rule. Significantly, the final 
rule raises the minimum contract 
payment for all participants to 
$1,500 per year, provides 
increased flexibility for adopting 
conservation activities and 
enhancements, and clarifies 
provisions related to how land 
transfers affect program 
participation. 

READ MORE 

http://missoulian.com/news/local/um-scientist-gains-national-attention-for-research-on-beetles/article_3041c4b7-ccf0-5fe7-8136-8b527b4dd8b9.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/10/2016-05419/conservation-stewardship-program
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD823806
http://www.swcdmi.org
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From Nautilus: The path to Ohe’o 
Gulch, in Maui, meanders through 
a short section of forest, past 
mango trees and pockets of 
bamboo, then opens onto the 
ocean. Palm trees of all sizes and 
varieties line the Pacific coast, 
their trunks hunched over the 
sand, fronds waving picturesquely 
in the trade winds. 

Though they may seem perfectly 
at home, most of these trees are 
outsiders. They’ve been crowding 
out the native palm species that 
belong to the genus Pritchardia—
in some cases, almost to the point 
of extinction. Which raises the 
question: Should ecologists care 
that the trees who were here first 
are being ousted, and do 
something to stop and reverse it?  

The quandary is familiar to art 
conservationists, who argue how 
best to preserve a masterpiece: 
by letting its paint gracefully bear 
the effects of aging, or preventing 
them altogether to retain the 
work’s initial appearance. 

“For a long time,” said Donald 
Drake, a botanist, “one of the 
main strategies of conservation 
has been restoration: You take a 
place that’s been messed up, 
and you try and put it back to 
what it was like 100 years ago. In 
a lot of places that’s just not 
realistic. We need to come to 
terms with things that are never 
going back.” 

One way to do that is to embrace 
the idea of “novel ecosystems”—
hybrid environments that 
combine native and nonnative 
species. READ MORE 

In Hawaii, ecologists who 
can’t beat invasives are 
joining them 

1

From the Prairie Star: Some 
producers believe in the benefits 
of pulses so much – both as great 
rotational crops for producers 
and as nutritional superfoods for 
kids and adults – that they 
devote a lot of their time to 
promoting it. 

Kim Murray is one of those 
producers, and he is really fired-
up about the United Nations 
declaring 2016 as the Year of the 
Pulses. 

“I am more excited about 
agriculture this year than at any 
other time in my farming career,” 
Murray said. “This UN designation, 
if handled right, could easily be 
the most significant event to 
happen to northern tier 
agriculture in my lifetime.” 

He believes the spotlight on 
pulses could increase the 
amount of peas, lentils and 
chickpeas eaten, especially 
domestically, and he believes 
more growers will have 
opportunities opening up to grow 
pulses to meet the increased 
demand. 

Murray, and his wife, Denise, 
long-time pea and lentil growers, 
farm with their son, Blake, in one 
of the strongest pulse growing 
areas in the northern plains – 
northeastern Montana, near the 
town of Froid. 

This year, Murray plans to seed 
lentils, green peas and durum – 
and maybe a little spring wheat. 
But what is most important to 
Murray is that he plants every 
acre every year. 
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“A few years ago, I stopped 
fallowing any acreage. There is 
more soil health when I 
continuously crop, and pulses are 
great crops for soil health,” he 
said. 

Hopefully, Blake can take over 
much of the planting this year 
because Murray is on a pulse 
mission in 2016 – on several fronts. 

First, Murray, chair of the Montana 
Pulse Advisory Committee, and 
Tim McGreevy, executive director 
of the USA Dry Pea and Lentil 
Council, will be going around 
Montana, holding grower 
meetings, starting this month. 

“The first meeting will be up in 
northeastern Montana in 
Plentywood, during the KATQ 
Farm Expo,” Murray said. They 
plan to announce the other 
meetings soon. 

Murray and McGreevey, along 
with other pulse organizations, 
hope to talk to Montana and 
North Dakota producers about 
increasing the producers’ pulse 
checkoff funds from 1 percent up 
to 2 percent for three years. 

“There will be a significant 
expansion in pulse acres this year 
and we will need funds to 
increase our marketing,” he said. 

The checkoff funds are used for 
education, research and 
marketing, and with the 
increased spotlight on pulses due 
in part to the UN designation, 
Murray believes demand is going 
to increase worldwide. 

READ MORE 

Ken Murray is fired up about the Year of 
Pulses 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/hawaii/newsroom/loulu-palm-back-from-brink-1.xml
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/hawaii/newsroom/loulu-palm-back-from-brink-1.xml
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/01/11/the-custodians-onward-and-upward-with-the-arts-ben-lerner
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/01/11/the-custodians-onward-and-upward-with-the-arts-ben-lerner
http://nautil.us/blog/ecologists-cant-beat-invasive-species-so-theyre-joining-them
http://www.farmandranchguide.com/news/crop/un-designation-significant-for-pulse-crops-northern-tier-ag/article_cce5d66a-e553-11e5-a934-73f30d193a79.html
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
EPA Local Environmental 
Education Grants 

Funding is available from the EPA 
to support locally-focused 
environmental education projects 
that design, demonstrate, and/or 
disseminate EE practices, 
methods, or techniques. Closes 
April 8.  More Info. 

Drought Contingency Planning 

Applicants may request funding to 
develop a new drought plan, 
update an existing drought plan, 
or request technical assistance 
from Reclamation for the 
development of elements of the 
Drought Contingency Plan. Closes 
April 11.  More Info. 

Cooperative Watershed 
Management 

The Bureau of Reclamation is 
accepting proposals for funding 
to establish or further develop a 
watershed group. Funding 
provided under this FOA may be 
used to develop a mission 
statement, project concepts, 
and/or a restoration plan. Due 
May 4.  More Info. 

Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

$260 million is available through 
NRCS to help develop 
partnerships for landscape and 
watershed-scale conservation 
solutions. Projects establishing 
environmental markets are 
especially encouraged. Pre-
proposals due May 10. More Info. 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Reclamation & Development 

Projects up to $300k to address 
adverse effects of mining/mineral 
development and exploration, 
administered by DNRC. Due May 
16.  More Info. 

Workshops/Meetings
/Trainings/Events 
Bank Stabilization Workshop 

This two-day classroom and field 
course will examine the science 
and application of dynamic river 
restoration concepts and 
techniques with an emphasis on 
how to address bank erosion and 
instability with willow lifts. CD 
supervisors encouraged. Billings, 
March 29-30. More Info 

Energy Efficiency Workshops 

USDA Rural Development & the 
DEQ Renewable Energy Program 
will host a series of seven free 
energy workshops at various 
Montana locations - “Making 
Energy Work for Your Small 
Business or Agricultural 
Operation”. Workshops are free 
and will address funding sources 
& other topics. More Info 

Montana Natural 
Resources Youth Camp 

The camp, taught by applied 
management professionals, is 
a great way to enlighten 
students to the opportunities 
that exist in natural resource 
careers. At the same time they 
can have an enjoyable 
summer vacation 
experience.  Students must be 
age 14-18 or will complete the 
eighth grade this year. More 
Info 
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Jobs 
Area Resource Specialist: 
Water 

SWCDM is hiring a regional 
specialist to assist local groups 
and landowners in putting 
conservation on the ground in 
Western Montana. Although 
this position is focused on 
water, we encourage anyone 
with a background in natural 
resources and an enthusiasm 
for working with people to 
apply. The position is remotely 
located and the possibilities 
wide-ranging so this position is 
ideal for someone who wants 
meaningful, self-directed 
work. www.swcdmi.org/hiring  

Grant Writer 

Madison Valley Ranchlands 
Group. Email 
mvrgdirector@gmail.com  

Partnerships Coordinator 

Adventurers & Scientists for 
Conservation. More Info  

Conservation & 
Communication Coordinator 

Missoula Conservation District 
is seeking a full time employee 
to assist with district 
communications and 
administration. Closes March 
18. More Info 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

http://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grant-solicitation-notice
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281448&mc_cid=6ca4254252&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281889&mc_cid=6ca4254252&mc_eid=444c6825bd
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD858806
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/reclamation-and-development-grants-program
http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?u=607ff26b894f5a0131d11211f&id=d7ea20a3ca&e=4c020572f6
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/MT_2016EnergyWorkshops.pdf
http://www.mnryc.org/
http://www.mnryc.org/
http://www.swcdmi.org/hiring
mailto:mvrgdirector@gmail.com
http://www.adventurescience.org/uploads/7/3/9/8/7398741/asc_partnershipscoordinator_jobdescription.pdf
http://missoulacd.org/now-hiring
http://www.swcdmi.org
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New Trends Seminar, 
Cutbank 

 

MACD Exec. Committee 
Conference Call 

 

River Restoration & Bank 
Stabilization Workshop, 
Billings 

 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop, Ennis 

 

 

Young Producers 
Conference, Havre 

 

Grant Writing Workshop, 
Miles City 

 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

 

Governor’s Invasive 
Species Summit, Helena 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 
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29-30 

1-2 

7-8 

23 

30-31 

28 

March 

Hello to: Jerry Williams, the newest supervisor on the Yellowstone 
CD. He is filling the spot vacated last month by Dave Mosdal. 
 
Happy trails to: Kari Musgrove, Assistant Conservationist for the 
Flathead CD, has resigned. 
 
Hello to: Pedro Marques has joined the staff of the Big Hole 
Watershed Committee as Restoration Programs Manager. He has 
more than 10 years of restoration and project experience in 
private consulting in Montana. 
 
If you know of a past or present supervisor, administrator, or other 
member of the Montana Conservation Community that should be 
recognized in this section, please notify tmc@macdnet.org. 

Hello / Goodbye 

May is American Wetlands Month 

Jordan Tollefson, the DEQ Montana Wetlands Program Coordinator, is 
asking Conservation Districts and other organizations to participate in 
American Wetlands Month, which is set for May 2016.  

CDs & other organizations are asked to help celebrate by planning 
wetland-related activities during the month of May. Possible activities 
could include educational workshops for members of the public, trash 
cleanup, weed pulls, showcasing restoration projects, bird watching 
and/or biological inventories, or any other activities. 

Contact Jordan for more details and for help in planning and promoting 
your American Wetlands Month events. (406)444-6652 or 
jtollefson@mt.gov. 

April 

12-13 

mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
mailto:jtollefson@mt.gov
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

