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MAKING IT BETTER 

Ruby Valley CD partners with ranch owners to restore a 
straightened section of the Ruby River 

Photo by Sunni Heikes-Knapton, Madison CD 

1

On August 6, the Ruby Valley Conservation District and the Miller family 
of Alder, Montana, took almost 100 people on a walk along a beautiful 
stretch of the Ruby River. That walking tour was the culmination of a 7-
year project to restore a stretch of the river to its current beauty. 

“This stretch was straightened in about 1900,” said ranch owner Rob 
Miller, speaking to the crowd. “My parents bought the place in the 
fifties, and as a boy I used to think how cool it would be if the river was 
back in its old channel. So we’ve been thinking about this a long time.” 

Because of the straightening, the family had gotten several different 
310 permits over the years to hard armor the bank and protect the 
calving corrals. In 2008 they decided that enough was enough. 
Continued on page 4…      
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Toxic mine waste spilled in Animas River spells 
bad news for area farmers 

1

The Environmental Protection 
Agency was investigating an old 
mine near Silverton, Colo., earlier 
this month, when it accidentally 
released 3 million gallons of toxic 
waste water into the Animas 
River. 

Initially the agency downplayed 
the incident and provided little 
information. So Navajo President 
Russell Begaye traveled to the 
source of the toxic spill and 
posted a video of it on 
Facebook. 

In the video, he stands in front of 
the still-leaking mine. 

"This is the story that was related 
to us just now," he says. "The 

2

person was working the backhoe 
and trying to block off more of 
this area, but then he saw a 
spring ... and the water burst 
through here and it went straight 
down the mountain." 

The mustard-colored water then 
flowed downstream to the 
Navajo Nation in New Mexico. 
The Navajo Farming Authority has 
shut off public water intakes and 
irrigation canals, leaving 
hundreds of Navajo farmers 
driving long distances to water 
their crops. 

It's where rancher Irving Shaggy 
gets water for his family's livestock 
and to irrigate his fields. 

"[I've] been growing sudangrass 

3

for my cattle and sheep, which is 
our livelihood," Shaggy says. "We 
sell the wool; we sell the cattle 
every year." 

But Shaggy doesn't know if his 
cattle will be contaminated and 
unsaleable. He fights back angry, 
tired tears at the disruption of his 
usual routine. 

"I mean, I'm upset, mostly 
because every two days I haul 
water to my livestock," he says. 
"And I get it from the river and I 
irrigate my fields." 

Now, he says, he has to make a 
70-mile round trip to get water. 

READ MORE 

https://www.facebook.com/302132179938953/videos/516797395139096/
http://www.npr.org/2015/08/17/432600254/navajo-nation-farmers-feel-the-weight-of-colorado-mine-spill
http://www.swcdmi.org
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DNRC Announces New Sage Grouse Program Manager 

1

Carolyn Sime, a wildlife biologist 
with 20 years of experience, has 
been hired as the Montana Sage 
Grouse Habitat Conservation 
Program Manager, the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation (DNRC) 
announced today. 

“Carolyn has a remarkable skill 
set,” said DNRC Director John 
Tubbs. “She’s a trained wildlife 
biologist who wrote her masters 
thesis on sage grouse, and she 
has more than a decade of 
experience working with diverse 
stakeholders addressing complex 
wildlife issues.” 
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Sime will begin her new duties on 
Sept. 8, 2015, Tubbs said. 

Sime had a 20-year career with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks as 
a wildlife biologist, where her 
work included development of 
Montana’s wolf management 
program, beginning with the 
Governor’s multi-stakeholder Wolf 
Advisory Council in 2000, and 
culminating with the eventual 
delisting of wolves under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

She has a Bachelor’s of Science 
degree in Biology and a Masters 
of Science in Fish and Wildlife 
Management from Montana 

Ranking Weeds for Invasiveness 

2

The list provides a reference that 
ranks the invasiveness and the 
impact of each of 48 exotic 
species within this habitat. It 
highlights five high-impact 
invaders that are on Montana’s 
noxious weed list as well as six 
high-impact invaders that are not 
recognized by Montana’s noxious 
weed list.  

The survey and associated data 
also provide a baseline for 
projecting future impacts for 
these same invaders and for 
monitoring long-term changes in 
the system. This work paves the 
way for developing weed impact 
rankings for other at-risk habitats 
that could provide baselines for 
monitoring. 

Weed impact rankings are 
valuable tools for complementing 
and informing Montana’s noxious 
weed list. READ MORE 

1

What is a manager to do when 
the number of weeds invading 
exceeds the resources available 
to combat them all?  

This is a ubiquitous problem in 
invasive plant management, and 
as every manager knows, the 
answer is triage. You do the best 
you can with what you have by 
prioritizing your target plants 
relative to your resources. 

The problem is that we often do 
not have sufficient data to 
effectively prioritize which species 
to target. Imagine how much 
easier this problem would be if 
you had a list that ranked the 
impact or damage being caused 
by every exotic in your system.  

Now that list is reality, at least for 
one common habitat type in 
Montana—bluebunch 
wheatgrass grasslands. 

3

State University in Bozeman. Her 
masters thesis, written in 1991, 
focused on sage grouse use of 
burned, non-burned and seeded 
vegetation communities on the 
Idaho National Engineering Lab. 

Sime left FWP in 2011 to attend 
the University of Montana School 
of Law. She graduated in May of 
2014, and is currently law clerk to 
the Honorable Sam E. Haddon, 
U.S. District Court Judge in 
Helena. 

READ MORE 

Don’t Forget! 
 

The annual Montana 
Range Tour is just around 

the corner. 
 

To be held September 16 & 
17 in Ennis, this tour 

highlights the best in range 
conservation projects and 

practices across a beautiful 
part of the state. 

 
You can register online at 

www.madisoncd.org 

http://www.fs.fed.us/rmrs-beta/science-spotlights/invasiveness-and-impact-48-exotic-plant-species-native-grasslands
http://dnrc.mt.gov/sage-grouse-program-manager-named-1
http://www.madisoncd.org
http://www.swcdmi.org
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Continued from page 1… 

It was time to think about the 
whole system, and fix the 
problem instead of just the 
symptoms. 

So they approached a 
hydrologist to come up with a 
design, and talked with the CD 
about getting some grants to 
help with the project. 

Then over the past year and a 
half, Rob’s sons Jeremy and 
Jason, who own Miller 
Recreational Development, an 
environmental consulting and 
excavation firm, worked to 
rebuild the river channel with 
more natural meanders. 

The hydrologist who designed the 
project engineered it to be a sort 
of guideline for the river, with 
everyone involved 
acknowledging that the biggest 
benefit will be that river will have 
room to move how it wants. 

Part of the project involved 
moving the ranch’s corrals to a 
new location, and building a new 
bridge to replace an aging one 
upstream. “Obviously, it was 
important that we designed this 
to still be a working ranch,” Rob 
said. 

Today the river flows in easy 
meanders across the ranch, and 
young willows are growing on the 
new banks, thanks to funding 
and support from numerous 
organizations, including FWP, 
Trout Unlimited, NRCS, DEQ, 
MWCC, and of course the Millers 
themselves. 

3

The ranch isn’t the only thing 
that will benefit from the new 
curves. They’ve already seen 
an increase in clarity and a 
drop in water temperature, 
and expect fish and bird 
habitat to improve 
tremendously.  

Plus with the Miller’s new “go 
with the flow” motto, there 
should be a lot fewer 310 
permits on that section at least. 

Ruby River 
Restoration 

4

The channel pre-restoration 

http://www.swcdmi.org
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Grants 
Conoco-Philips Spirit Grants 

The ConocoPhillips SPIRIT of 
Conservation and Innovation 
program is inviting applications 
for competitive grant funding 
to be awarded through the 
2015 funding cycle.  The 
program will award grants for 
habitat restoration, water and 
biodiversity conservation, and 
innovative conservation 
projects. Due August 20. More 
Info. 

319 Pre-Proposals 

Under the Clean Water Act 
Section 319, DEQ anticipates 
about $900,000 available in 
grants for projects that address 
non-point source water 
pollution. Preliminary proposals 
are due July 27. Final project 
proposals Due September 28. 
More Info. 

 

Workshops 
Summer Pasture Workshop with 
Jim Gerrish 

Learn practical ways to 
increase revenues on pasture, 
reduce winter feeding 
expenses and improve our 
pasture productivity. August 
20-21, Ronan. More Info. 
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Big Horn County Cover Crop 
Field Tour 

We will travel to various cover 
crop plantings, as well as 
checking out other Soil Health 
practices being implemented 
around the Hardin area. We 
will be checking out both 
dryland and irrigated fields. 
August 25, Hardin. More Info. 

Oral History Seminar 

A day-long workshop aimed at 
recruiting and 
training participants in a 
statewide oral history project. 
August 26, Lewistown. More 
Info. 

Healthy Soils Tour 

Observe techniques of NO-TILL 
DRILLING and COVER CROPS 
in Sugar Beet & Corn fields. 
August 27, Fromberg. More 
Info. 

Dealing with Drought in the 
Gallatin 

Join the Greater Gallatin 
Watershed Council for our 10th 
annual Fall Tour.  Learn about 
local efforts to save water, 
improve efficiency, and plan for 
future water needs with the goal 
of creating drought resilient 
communities and ecosystems. 
October 3, Bozeman. More Info. 

 

 

 

The Montana Conservationist strives to present news & information relevant to 
Montana’s Conservation Districts. However, the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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Ecological Stream Restoration 
in the Context of Montana 
Regulations 

Hosted by Montana Water 
Center. Water resource 
professionals involved with the 
application and permitting 
review process, project 
design, funding, and/or 
implementation of stream, 
riparian, and floodplain 
restoration projects will want 
to consider joining us. October 
13-14, Bozeman. More Info. 

 

AREA MEETINGS 
8/21 Area 6 Meagher CD 
8/22 Area 4 Stillwater CD 
8/23 Area 1 McCone CD 
8/24 Area 2 Richland CD 
8/29 Area 3 Choteau CD 
8/30 Area 5 Lincoln CD 

If you’d like to attend one of the 
area meetings this fall, please 
contact the administrator at the 
host CD to register. You can find 
their contact information here. 

 

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

The block of hotel rooms for the 
MACD Annual Convention is now 
open to book. 

The 2015 Convention will be held 
November 17-19, 2015 in Missoula  
at the Holiday Inn downtown. 
Contact Kala Parker at 532-2059 
to save a room. 

Please only reserve a room for a 
specific person so that we can 
ensure there are enough 
available for everyone.  

http://www.nfwf.org/spirit/Pages/home.aspx#.VcEsEpNViko
http://www.nfwf.org/spirit/Pages/home.aspx#.VcEsEpNViko
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/nonpoint/319grants.mcpx
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/1559/?instance_id=352853
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/big-horn-county-cover-crop-field-tour/?instance_id=352851
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/oral-history-seminar/?instance_id=352871
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/oral-history-seminar/?instance_id=352871
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/healthy-soil-tour/?instance_id=352844
http://macdnet.org/blog/event/healthy-soil-tour/?instance_id=352844
http://greatergallatin.org/falltour2015/
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/nonpoint/319grants.mcpx
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/conservation-districts/2015ConservationDistrictsdirectory.pdf
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/conservation-districts/2015ConservationDistrictsdirectory.pdf
mailto:mkala.parker@himissoula.com
http://www.swcdmi.org
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MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

Big Horn County Cover 
Crops Tour, Hardin 

Montana Saltcedar Team 
meeting, Jordan 

Wetland Passive 
Restoration Workshop, 
Butte 

Oral History Seminar, 
Lewistown 

Healthy Soil Tour, 
Fromberg 

Mt. Haggin Project 
Restoration Tour & Big Hole 
Watershed Committtee 
20th Anniversary 
Celebration, Fairmont 

Ranch Resource 
Roundup, Miles City 

MRCDC River Rendezvous 
Boat Tour, Fort Peck 

 

26 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

1 

28 

27 

August 

25 

24 

Former Big Sandy administrator passes away 

Sonia Sciuchetti Silvan “Soni”, 62 of Big Sandy, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her family, Sunday August 9, 2015 
following complications from an extended illness which she 
courageously battled for over 10 years.  
 
She was the administrator of the Big Sandy Conservation 
District for 26 years, and retired in 2010 to become a rural 
route carrier for USPS. 
 
You can read her full obituary online at 
schniderfuneralhome.com. 

September 

Madison CD welcomes youngest supervisor in 
state, nation? 

The Madison 
Conservation District 
recently welcomed a 
new supervisor to their 
board. With over 400 
supervisors across the 
state, we get new ones 
all the time. 
 
But Colten Clark is 
different, because he’s 
just 20. We’re willing to bet there’s not a younger person in 
the nation signing up to attend a meeting every month in 
the name of conservation. 
 
Colten is a rancher too, like so many of us. He started leasing 
and haying ground in high school. Now he’s a student at 
University of Montana Western and a rancher in the summer. 
 
We’re hoping to see him at convention, but if he’s there, the 
congratulatory beer you buy him better be root beer. 

http://schniderfuneralhome.com/obituaries?id=1526
mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.swcdmi.org

