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HELENA, July 20, 2015 –A new agreement signed today by local, state 
and federal leaders will streamline and coordinate sage grouse 
conservation efforts on private lands in Montana.  USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the state of Montana and the 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana, Inc. (SWCDMI) signed 
a memorandum of understanding to enhance joint efforts to conserve 
privately owned working rangelands that provide habitat for sage 
grouse.  

NRCS Chief Jason Weller, Montana Gov. Steve Bullock and SWCDMI 
President Jeff Wivholm signed the agreement at Montana’s capitol. 

“Almost two-thirds of Montana’s sage grouse habitat is on private 
lands, which is why voluntary, targeted conservation efforts are so 
critical,” said NRCS Chief Weller. “Today’s agreement builds on the 
Sage Grouse Initiative partnership, which is living proof that wildlife and 
agriculture can coexist and thrive in harmony. The steps we’re taking to 
improve habitats and outcomes for sage grouse and other wildlife are 
good for cattle, good for ranching operations, and good for America’s 
rural economy.” 

The agreement provides the necessary framework for cooperation, 
streamlining protection and enhancement of sage grouse habitat on 
privately-owned working rangelands.  Through the MOU, partners will 
be able to better explore innovative approaches to sage grouse 
habitat conservation and management, promote voluntary and 
incentive-based approaches for delivery, and strategically align their 
collective resources to alleviate threats facing sage grouse and 
ranching. 

Gov. Bullock’s sage grouse plan provides a comprehensive approach 
for conserving sage grouse in Montana. Continued on Page 2…  

SWCDM enters agreement with State, USDA 
for Sage Grouse Management 

http://www.macdnet.org
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USDA Authorizes Emergency Haying and Grazing 
on CRP Acres 
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Montana Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) State Executive Director 
Bruce Nelson announced last 
week that seven Montana 
counties have been authorized 
for emergency haying and 
grazing use of Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres due 
to drought. 

The following counties approved 
this week for emergency 
CRP grazing and haying: Glacier, 
Lake, Lewis & Clark, Liberty, 
Pondera, Teton and Toole. 

The CRP emergency haying and 
grazing authorization for 2015 is 
effective July 16.  Haying must be 
completed by Aug. 31, 2015 and 
grazing livestock must be 
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removed from the CRP acres 
by Sept. 30, 2015.   

"Eligible producers who are 
interested in emergency haying 
and grazing of CRP must request 
written approval from FSA before 
haying or grazing begins," Nelson 
said. "There is no payment 
reduction for CRP acres used for 
haying and grazing under these 
emergency provisions." 

To take advantage of the 
emergency haying and grazing 
provisions, authorized producers 
can use the CRP acreage for their 
own livestock or may grant 
another livestock producer use of 
the CRP acreage.  CRP participant
s can donate but are not allowed 
to sell the hay. 
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Agreement 

Continued from Page 1… 

NRCS will use this plan to invest 
technical and financial assistance 
through the Sage Grouse 
Initiative to strategically implement 
identified conservation measures 
on private rangelands. 
Conservation districts provide 
dedicated human resources to 
create SGI conservation plans that 
ensure maximum benefits for both 
working rangelands and sage 
grouse. 

While in Montana, Weller also met 
with ranchers at a roundtable 
hosted by Partners for Conservation 
where they told him first-hand 
about the power of conservation 
work on private lands. 

“SGI is making a difference 
because private landowners 
voluntarily work with us to produce 
results on the ground,” Weller said. 
“The decisions Western ranchers 
and other private landowners 
make every day about what to do 
on their land will continue to have 
a critical impact on sage grouse.” 

Since 2010, more than 1,100 
ranchers have enrolled in the 
NRCS-led SGI, conserving more 
than 4.4 million acres of sage 
grouse habitat across 11 Western 
states. So far, NRCS has invested 
$296.5 million in conservation 
through SGI. SGI’s successes are 
best captured in its new 
publication, “Success on the 
Range,” which was also unveiled 
today in Montana. This publication 
highlights how SGI conserves an at-
risk species through voluntary 
cooperation, incentives and 
community support. 

SWCDM Programs Director Ann McCauley discusses the new Sage Grouse 
Agreement with colleagues. 

http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/
http://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd377614&ext=pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd377614&ext=pdf
http://www.macdnet.org


3 www.macdnet.org | July 21, 2015 

THE MONTANA CONSERVATIONIST 

1

A survey of more than 1,200 
farmers across the country 
revealed that cover crops 
boosted corn yields last year by 
a mean of 3.66 bushels per acre 
(2.1%) and increased soybeans 
by an average of 2.19 bushels 
per acre (4.2%)—the third year in 
a row a yield increase following 
cover crops was recorded by 
the Conservation Technology 
Information Center (CTIC) Cover 
Crop Survey. 

The survey, conducted by CTIC 
with funding from USDA’s 
Sustainable Agriculture Research 
and Education (SARE) and the 
American Seed Trade 
Association (ASTA), also 
registered a fifth year of steady 
increase in the average number 
of acres planted to cover crops. 
Average acres of cover crops 
per farm reported in the surveys 
have more than doubled over 
the past five years. 
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"It’s great to see the immediate 
benefits of yield increases 
from cover crops, and very 
exciting to see that the use of 
cover crops continues to 
expand,” says Chad Watts, CTIC 
program director.  “What’s 
particularly interesting is that 
while seeing an immediate 
benefit like a yield bump from 
cover crops is great, the large 
majority of farmers who plant 
cover crops told us they 
actually rate improvements in 
soil health, increases in soil 
organic matter, reduced soil 
erosion and improved weed 
control far higher than yield 
increases when they list the 
benefits they enjoy from the 
practice. That shows a strong 
appreciation for the wide range 
of long-term benefits cover 
crops deliver.” 

Watts points out that it was 
interesting to note that the 

Cover Crops continue to boost yields, 
expand acreage 
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nutrient management benefits of 
cover crops—including fixing 
atmospheric nitrogen in the soil, 
scavenging nutrients before they 
leached out of the root zone, and 
cycling nutrients for use by later 
cash crops—remain under-
appreciated even by avowed 
cover crop fans.  

“It shows us that we have more work 
to do in communicating about 
these nutrient management 
benefits,” he notes. “It also shows us 
that there’s great opportunity to 
create even more interest in cover 
crops as more growers start to see 
those benefits and think about how 
valuable they’d be on their farms.” 

A report on the survey is available 
online. Watts says it will be a 
valuable tool for farmers, ag 
retailers, conservation advisors, 
policymakers and many others 
interested in conservation 
agriculture. View the Report. 

Supervisor & 
Administrator of the 

Year Award 
Nominations Sought 

The MACDEO is currently 
seeking nominations for 
Supervisor & Administrator of 
the year. The awards are 
given during MACD 
Convention. 

If you have a great supervisor 
or administrator in your district, 
visit the MACD website to 
nominate them! 

http://www.macdnet.org
http://ctic.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=322a2359adf7262cd17ce6b30&id=38e9246e5d&e=382e9b0256
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Contaminated water seeping closer to Silver 
Bow Creek 
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to leave the tailings in the middle 
of the city as “waste in place” say 
it could eventually endanger the 
recently completed cleanup of 
the lower part of the creek, which 
cost an estimated $147 million. 

That EPA decision has been 
roundly criticized as being based 
on a flawed scientific model — 
and also for its intrinsic 
capitulation to the concept that 
Butte will never be able to be truly 
cleaned up, never be able to 
remove the taint of mine pollution 
from its very heart. 

Nobody is saying the Parrot 
pollution is currently a human 
health concern — but its potential 
to affect the fragile remediation 
of Silver Bow Creek could be a 
body blow to Butte’s effort to 
move on from the grievous 
environmental damage caused 
by its mining legacy. READ MORE 

1

From the Montana Standard: 
Below the center of Butte flows 
water tainted with poisons drawn 
from a mass of mining and 
smelting waste that has been a 
pollution problem for more than a 
century. 

The deadly bright-blue plume “is 
the most contaminated mine 
water in the state of Montana,” 
hydrogeologist Joe Griffin says. 

No one argues that point. But a 
raging dispute centers on what to 
do about it — and about the 
tailings from the Parrot mine and 
smelter that are feeding the 
deadly brew of metals-laced 
water. 

The polluted groundwater is 
flowing inexorably toward Silver 
Bow Creek, and critics of the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s long-standing decision 

From the Flathead Beacon: U.S. 
Sen. Steve Daines has signed on 
as a co-sponsor to permanently 
establish a conservation fund that 
is set to expire in September, 
drawing praise from 
environmental groups who say 
the measure is vital to maintaining 
the region’s public lands. 

Daines, a Republican, joined 
Democratic Sen. Jon Tester last 
week in supporting the bill, S. 338, 
which was introduced in February 
by Sen. Richard Burr, R-North 
Carolina. It would permanently 
reauthorize the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF), which 
uses profits from offshore oil and 
gas developments to fund 
conservation and land 
acquisitions across the country. 

In its half-century, the fund has 
provided $16 billion for 
conservation projects, including 
about $400 million in Montana, 
making the money available for 
matching grants to buy fish and 
wildlife habitat and increase 
access for recreation like hunting 
and fishing. 

Permanently reauthorizing the 
LWCF has been the center of a 
recurring political battle, and 
even supporters say the program 
has room for improvement. 

In the past, Daines has supported 
legislation to permanently 
establish the fund, but came 
under fire when he voted against 
an earlier amendment that would 
have reauthorized the LWCF in 
perpetuity. READ MORE 

Montana U.S. Senators 
support permanent funding 
for Land & Water Fund 
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From the Flathead Beacon: U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack has designated 15 
Montana counties as primary 
natural disaster areas due to 
recent drought, including 
Flathead County. 

Also listed were Lake, Glacier, 
Lincoln, Sanders, Missoula, Ravalli, 
Silver Bow, Powell, Pondera, 
Mineral, Lewis and Clark, Granite, 
Beaverhead, and Deer Lodge 
counties. 

According to a July 15 letter 
written to Montana Gov. Steve 
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Bullock, Vilsack declared the 
natural-disaster areas after they 
suffered from severe drought for 
eight or more weeks, or were 
classified as areas with extreme or 
exceptional drought. 

“A Secretarial disaster designation 
makes farm operators in primary 
counties and those counties 
contiguous to such primary 
counties eligible to be considered 
for certain assistance from the 
Farm Service Agency,” the memo 
said. READ MORE 

US Secretary of Agriculture declares drought disaster 
in 15 Montana counties 

http://www.macdnet.org
http://mountainwestnews.org/redirect.aspx?id=104341
http://flatheadbeacon.com/2015/07/15/u-s-sec-of-agriculture-declares-drought-disaster-in-flathead-county/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+flatheadbeacon+Flathead+Beacon+Headlines
http://mountainwestnews.org/redirect.aspx?id=104312
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Grants 
Irrigation Development Grants 

These grants are great for 
producers, water user groups, 
and school and community 
gardens. This program will provide 
$100,000 in grants each year for 
the two-year period of July 1, 
2015 through June 30, 2017. Due 
July 31. More Info. 

Pulling Together Initiative Grants 

Pulling Together Initiative grants 
are intended to help support the 
creation of local cooperative 
weed management area 
partnerships. Such partnerships 
bring together local landowners, 
citizens groups and weed experts 
to develop and implement 
strategies for managing weed 
infestations on public lands, 
natural areas, and private 
working lands. Due August 3. 
More Info. 

Conoco-Philips Spirit Grants 

The ConocoPhillips SPIRIT of 
Conservation and Innovation 
program is inviting applications for 
competitive grant funding to be 
awarded through the 2015 
funding cycle.  The program will 
award grants for habitat 
restoration, water and biodiversity 
conservation, and innovative 
conservation projects. Due 
August 20. More Info. 
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Stream Protection Act Program 
Manager, FWP 
The individual in this position 
coordinates FWP’s statewide 
activities under the Stream 
Protection Act. Develops and 
refines procedures used to guide 
permitting decisions. Closes July 
31. More Info. 

Hydrologist 
The DNRC Water Management 
Bureau is seeking a hydrologist in 
Helena.  The position will be 
responsible for developing, 
implementing, and managing a 
real-time stream gaging program 
expected to grow to 100 gages 
over the next 10 years. The 
position also will conduct surface 
water investigations and provide 
hydrologic support within DNRC 
as well as to watershed groups, 
conservation districts and the 
general public in development, 
conservation, and utilization of 
the state’s waters. Closes August 
3. More Info. 

 

Workshops 
Ecological Stream Restoration in 
the Context of Montana 
Regulations 

Hosted by Montana Water 
Center. Water resource 
professionals involved with the 
application and permitting review 
process, project design, funding, 
and/or implementation of stream, 
riparian, and floodplain 
restoration projects will want to 
consider joining us. October 13-
14, Bozeman. More Info. 
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319 Pre-Proposals 

Under the Clean Water Act 
Section 319, DEQ anticipates 
about $900,000 available in 
grants for projects that address 
non-point source water pollution. 
Preliminary proposals are due July 
27. Final project proposals Due 
September 28. More Info. 

 

Jobs 
Rangeland Resources Program 
Manager 
As part of DNRC’s CARRD division, 
this position works with the 
Rangeland Resources Executive 
Committee to implement the 
Rangeland Resources Act, which 
emphasizes the importance of 
sound management of the state’s 
rangeland resources. The position 
is based in Helena but requires 
extensive travel. Closes July 22. 
More Info. 

Development Associate, Prickly 
Pear Land Trust 
The position is responsible for 
increasing donor support through 
outreach, membership, 
managing successful events, and 
the design and dissemination of 
marketing materials. In addition, 
the DA will maintain PPLT’s 
website and social media 
presence as well as work with the 
Outreach and Education 
Committee to build knowledge 
and support of and participation 
in PPLT activities. Some grant 
writing may be included as well. 
Interviews start July 26. More Info. 

 

 

The Montana Conservationist 
strives to present news & 
information relevant to Montana’s 
Conservation Districts. However, 
the views and opinions expressed 
here do not necessarily represent 
those of MACD or its affiliates. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

http://mtwatersheds.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1dfd38ef5bb392b86d2a59fd1&id=21dfeb9529&e=444c6825bd
http://www.nfwf.org/pti/Pages/home.aspx#.Va270hNVikq
http://www.nfwf.org/spirit/Pages/2015rfp.aspx#.Va2z5BNVikp
http://mtwatersheds.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1dfd38ef5bb392b86d2a59fd1&id=7fbd697a12&e=444c6825bd
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=15141497
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ecological-stream-restoration-in-the-context-of-montana-regulations-tickets-17534279502
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/nonpoint/319grants.mcpx
http://mtwatersheds.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1dfd38ef5bb392b86d2a59fd1&id=96c3034458&e=444c6825bd
http://mtwatersheds.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1dfd38ef5bb392b86d2a59fd1&id=11fc30e215&e=444c6825bd
http://www.macdnet.org
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Montana Youth Range 
Camp, Colstrip 

DEQ 319 Pre-proposals 
due 

MACD Executive 
Committee Conference 
Call 

Madison Valley Noxious 
Weed Fundraiser 

Grazing to Control 
Parasites workshop, 
Whitehall 

Riverfest in the Root, 
Missoula 

MACD Board Conference 
Call 

Boulder River Watershed 
Association Annual Picnic, 
McLeod 

 

 

8 

Coming Up: 

Have an event to share? 
Please email 

tmc@macdnet.org with 
details on your organization’s 

upcoming workshops & 
events, so we can let the rest 

of the conservation 
community know! 

1 

27 

21 

July 

10 

Flowing free: Ward Ditch Irrigation District’s 
Lost Horse Creek project a success 

From the Ravalli Republic: For the first time since the late 1930s, the 
cool, clear waters of Lost Horse Creek are finding their way to the 
Bitterroot River this summer. 

In decades past, the irrigators who depend on the historic Ward Ditch 
would have used a bulldozer to build a large gravel dike across the 
width of the nearly dry creek bed to in order to get the water in their 
ditch from one bank to the other. 

As a result, the last quarter mile of Lost Horse Creek would go dry 
before it entered the river. 

Last winter, employees of Victor-based Specialty Excavation dug a 
200-foot-long, 13-foot-deep hole across the creek bed and then 
carefully placed a 42-inch-wide heavy-duty plastic pipe inside. 

The siphon they constructed underneath Lost Horse Creek today 
carries the Ward Irrigation District’s Bitterroot River water that is 
diverted just upstream. 

Ron Porter said the idea of putting a pipe across the creek had been 
talked about for years, but the small irrigation district didn’t have 
wherewithal to pay for such a large project. 

Following in his father’s footsteps, Porter serves as a commissioner for 
the irrigation district. 

“My dad helped form the district in 1938 and he was back on the 
board in the ’60s,” Porter said. “I can remember my dad talking about 
it. I know he did a lot of work in trying to get a pipe across the creek, 
but, in the end, it just cost too much money.” 

A few years ago, the engineering firm Morrison-Maierle helped the 
district obtain a $15,000 state grant to pay for the design work needed 
to transport the Bitterroot River water under Lost Horse Creek. 

The estimated cost of the project neared $500,000. 

The non-profit Clark Fork Coalition helped the irrigation district find the 
funding to move the project forward. By the time it was over, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, three different agencies within the state and 
Bonneville Power provided funding to pay for the project. 

“That’s pretty impressive in itself,” said the Clark Fork Coalition’s project 
manager, Jed Whiteley. “This project fixed so many different issues that 
tied into goals of so many different agencies. Everyone involved could 
see something of value.” READ MORE 

 

August 

mailto:tmc@macdnet.org
http://www.macdnet.org
http://ravallirepublic.com/news/local/article_cda68914-2ce4-11e5-9f43-d32b698da4e0.html



