
Dear Conservation District Community,

Everywhere I go, I see the work of Conservation Districts. Not only is it 
evident in the land, but also in the faces of the Envirothon participants and 
the enthusiasm that community members have in participating in soil health 
workshops. This is evident from Baker to Trout Creek and everywhere in 
between. I am proud to be able to work for and represent the Conservation 
Districts.

As September approaches, I wanted to take the time to reflect on my first six 
months with MACD and thank all of you who helped me as I began to determine 
how to best fulfill my role as executive director. I continue to work to more fully 
understand the breadth of activities Conservation Districts undertake as well as 
how to best serve the Districts. Please continue to share your thoughts and ideas, 
this feedback is important to MACD’s ability to serve. 

A focus over the past six months has been reaching out to build relationships 
with the Districts, agencies and partners. Investing in these relationships is 
important to promoting the Conservation Districts and the important work we 
do. Concurrently, MACD has been working through Montana Conservation 
Month and the use of social media to promote the work of Conservation 
Districts to a broader audience. This focus on outreach will be important in 
the legislature as more legislators come from urban areas. Another approach 
we are taking in demonstrating the immense value of Conservation Districts is 
to attempt to try to evaluate the economic benefit Conservation Districts have 
within their communities. 

Conservation Districts have a strong history in conservation and are attune to 
local needs and concerns. MACD’s role is to serve the Districts by highlighting 
the history and successes and working to build the relationships that will 
continue to put Conservation Districts at the forefront of conservation in the 
state of Montana. In the coming year, MACD will reorganize and retool to better 
serve the districts and work to gain even more recognition and support for our 
work. The hard work undertaken by Conservation Districts over the past seventy 
years has set us up for a bright future. 

Thank you,

Elena Evans
eevans@macdnet.org

September 2014 - Six Month ED Report

Our Future is Bright

At a glance summary

-8 conservation district meetings 
attended
-13 District or river council events 
attended
-Over 15,000 miles on my car and 
more on the road
-MACD is on Facebook with one 
post viewed over 1,000 times
-Met with Governor or his staff 
monthly
-Met with agencies/partners to 
represent Districts at least every week
-Using cloud computing, improved 
transparency and accessibility to 
board members. Also provide this 
service to Districts
-Keeping Districts up-to-date on the 
Waters of the United States proposed 
rule change, State Water Plan, and 
Bison and Sage Grouse issues
-Improved resolution process
-Working  to improve programs to 
support districts including Big Sky 
Watershed Corps, Irrigation Water 
Management 
-Seeking opportunities to support 
districts through new programs e.g. 
Transition Agriculturalist

When we take care of our natural resources, natural resources take care of us


